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Readings in Bulloch County History: Book 1O
Southern Folkways Journal Review No. 3

Sherman,
Shakers,

and

Shenanigans
Index
by
Julius Ariail

Auspices
Bulloch County Historical Society
Post Office Box 42
Statesboro, Georgia 30458
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The first

122 pages of

this book relate to

Bulloch County and form Book 10: Readings in Bulloch
County History.
Folkways

The remaind~r comprise the Southern

Journal

Review

No.

3,

and

relate

to

Southeast Georgia and to the Southeastern region of
the United States, served by the Southern Folkways
Journal edited by Robert G. Hughes.
Dr. John Ransom Lewis, Poet Laureate of Georgia,
wrote

"The

Pioneers"

especially

for

the

Bulloch

County Historical Society.
There are three articles on Dan Bland, including
the late Leodel Coleman's comments provided by Willie
Lee Bland Moseley, Mr. Dan's niece.
Dr. Charles Bonds has again provided us with
biographies of prominent Black citizens.
William Moore arranged for two articles on the
Hardy Moore family.

Papers Editor Dan Good has again

provided student papers on vanishing Bulloch.

Rita

Wall submitted several episodes and the late Dorothy
Brannen

provided

us

with

information

on

Joseph

Jackson.
Three

churches,

which

observed

their

Bicentennials in 1990, are conmemorated in separate
articles.

i

Smith Banks found the Muster Roll of Toombs

Department,

gave permission to reprint,

"A Bitter

Guards among the Clerk of Court records.
Opening the section on Southern Folkways is the

Draught.
The articles on John Harper III and IV are from

article on Western Shakers by Dr. Dale Covington of

Pat Peele Darley's book, Journey of Faith, used by

Marietta, a lifelong , friend whose father was my high

permission.

II

"Tollantusky.

school teacher and mentor.
Judge Tom Stewart (Hostau Reminiscences) is the
uncle of Dayle Burns who was an outstanding graduate

author/editor

Guy

is used by permission of

II

Murphy

Fiddlings.

student of mine at Georgia Southern College.
Guy Murphy,

the

1990

Society Banquet speaker on Cherokee Indians.

The

Croatan

Conway,

(LUinbee)

Arkansas,

was

Indian material was provided by

Barbara Brayboy-Locklear, of LUinberton, N. C.
Statesboro, Georgia

Kemp Mabry

May 1991

Ac:mDiLEDCamNTS

Reavis Dixon,

"Of Dixons and Dog Fennels ••• "

from his book, used by permission.
"Walterboro,

s. C." reprinted from La Posta by

permission of author/editor Robert Stets.
Georgia Historical Quarterly and author Lawrence
Huff, former Head of Georgia Southern College English
ii

iii

of

Faulkner

Facts

and

TABLE OF

CXNl'ENl'S

THE PIONEERS • •
John Ransom Lewis

l

FROM SAM, GEORGIA TO WESTSIDE
COMMUNITY • • • • • • • •
Hunt Sanders

DANIELE. BLAND • • • •
Willie Lee Bland Moseley

3

SOME TIDBITS OF LOCAL HISTORY • • • • • •
Rita T. Wall

76

DANIEL EDGAR BLAND • • . • • •
Willie Lee Bland Moseley

5

NEVILS CREEK PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
R. Frank Saunders, Jr.

83
96

65

THE EDITOR'S UNEASY CHAIR.
Leodel Coleman

10

UNION CHURCH, 1790-1990
Fred W. Brogdon

GEORGE FRANKLIN CAMPBELL: A BIOGRAPHY • .
Charles Bonds

16

LITTLE OGEECHEE BAPTIST CHURCH

103

23

CONCERNING JOSEPH JACKSON
Nita Morgan Williams

114

ELDRIDGE CONE • • •
Charles Bonds

NOTE ON JOSEPH JACKSON
Dorothy Brannen

116

MUSTER ROLL OF THE TCX:JvIBS GUARDS

121

OF DIXONS AND DOG FENNELS AND SOUTH
GEORGIA • • . • • • • • • • . •
Reavis E. Dixon

33

THE HARDY MOORE FAMILY

43

123

MEMORIES--RECOLLECTIONS OF HARDY
MOORE PLACE ••
Charles Bernard Beale

WESTERN SHAKERS ON THE GEORGIA COAST
Dale W. Covington

47

HOSTAU REMINISCENCES.
Thomas M. Stewart

151

WALTERBORO, SC, 1784-1986 • • •
Robert J. Stets

169

DEMISE OF THE POST OFFICE IN BULLOCH
COUNTY, GEORGIA • • • • • • • .
Daniel Good

57

PROCTOR AND !RIC, GA: TWO LOST POST
OFFICES • • . • • • • • . • . .
Ryan Johnson
iv

59

"A BITTER DRAUGHT WE HAVE HAD TO QUAFF" • 180
Lawrence Huff
JOHN HARPER III • • . • • • • • • • • • • 214
Pat Peele Darley
V

JOHN HARPER IV • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 221
Pat Peele Darley
WHAT THE LATE "BUCK" SCALF SAID
ABOUT LITTLE FLOYD COUNTY • • • • • • 231
Robert M. Rennick
TOLLANTUSKY "PRINCIPAL CHIEF OF THE
ARKANSAS CHEROKEES" • • • • • • • • • 242
Guy w. Murphy
•• 249

THE LUMBEE • • • •

GOOD TO BE AN INDIAN, PROUD AND FREE • • • 254
CROATAN CEMETERY DEDICATION

• • • • • • • 257

CROATAN (LUMBEE) INDIANS CONTINUE
TO INTRIGUE • • • • • • • • • • • • • 259
Kemp Mabry
SPIRIT WORDS • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 263

THE Piamm.5

By John Ransan Lewis

Poet Laureate of Georgia
1987

These pioneers,
These forebears,
Took up the challenge of the land-The swampy river banks,
The marshy valleys-Giving a miserly return
From sandy loam, but coaxed to yield
The needed crops.
Mill ponds were dug,
Trees felled,
Cabins built and chinked
Over the land of Bulloch.~
Transportation, first by the river,
Then by lCXJging roads
Rafting, walking, or riding a mule-They became neighbors, thus friends!
The land was conquered
Tediously, slowly, surely.-Fly, Jimps, Clito, and Bloys
Were born and grew~
And circles of men with conmen goals
Blossomed into towns--and
Long years ahead into cities,
With streets and lights and schools,
And later still, newspapers, libraries,
And on and on with prCXJress.

vi

I

I
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II
Came the struggles to hold fort
Against the tyrannies of the strong:
Wars which took the young men
Fighting in their fields and towns.
The forest and fields and rivers
Were shrinking with the world
Or else the view expanded.
Which is which?
Wars fought on foreign soil, and
Bulloch was a circle,
A world all its own,
But now one
With Bunker Hill and Gettysburg,
And the Argonne, London,
Warsaw, Leningrad, Iwo Jima,
Vietnam, Lebanon.
Circles, within circles, within circles
And one circle beyond all-With black holes and the "big bang" of new stars!
The circle of a tear, the circle of space
Which is greater?
Without the other, what would one be?
The endlessness of space?
The spirit of a people?

DI\NIEL E. BLAND
By Willie Lee Bland Moseley

Deceai>er 2, 1986

Daniel F.dgar Bland, known as Dan, lived all his
He was born and

life in Bulloch County, Georgia.

reared and lived his life out on the same family
farm.

Apparently, his father and mother moved there

at the time of their marriage.

Then when Dan married

Catherine O'Neal, his father gave Dan about 57 acres
of the family farm.

Dan later bought more acreage

from family members.
The home where Dan was born is still standing at
this time,

the only residence left in University

Plaza adjoining Georgia Southern College.

That part

of the home farm was sold after the death of Anne
Rigdon Bland.
Dan was a knowledgeable man.
anything he wanted to do:
electricity.

He was handy at

carpentering,

plumbing,

He learned to repair radios when radios

first appeared on the market.

This he learned at

home, possibly by correspondence courses.

He grafted

and budded plants and trees and was an excellent
farmer.
2

3

Dan Bland was probably six feet or more tall and
probably weighed 200 pounds in his younger days.

DANIEL EDGAR BLAND

It

By Willie Lee Bland Moseley

is not known if he ever joined the church but he was

Bland was a native of Bulloch

county, Georgia, born November 28, 1894, on a farm

He gave freely to churches and chapels.

now a part of University Plaza near Georgia Southern

He was a

very good man, of excellent character, honest, and

College.

respected by all who knew him.
Catherine O'Neal was born in Liberty County.

house still standing in the Plaza.

Her mother died when she was very young.

entire life on land that was a part of the farm on

She lived
She

The house in which he was born is the only
He died September

20, 1985, at the age of 90 years.
which he was born.

He lived his

For decades he and his wife were

attended the old First District Agricultural School

affectionately

where she met Dan Bland and later married him.

Catherine" by those who came to knew them well.

She

was

of

the

known

as

"Mr.

Dan"

and

"Miss

o' Neal , a

same fine character as her
Catherine was
husband and was respected by all.
probably 5'4" tall, dark hair, which she never cut,

1916.

and of slender frame, very neat in appearance.

original First District Agricultural School.

Catherine O'Neal's father and mother were Edwin
Her
Magnus O'Neal and Lillian Beulah Stebbins.

died in August 1983 after a marriage of 67 years.

brothers and sisters were John Edwin, Ralph Stebbins,
She also had
Charles Bates and Alice Lillian.

Dan Bland was descended from the Bland, Ridgon,
Parrish, Holloway, Touchstone, Hendrix, Beasley,
Alderman, O'Neil and Monk families, all pioneer

half-sisters Marie and Edwina.

A copy of the O'Neal,

Stebbins and Trask family records compiled by Dan and
Catherine Bland was placed in the Statesboro Regional
Library.
4
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Edgar

of the Primitive Baptist faith, as were his parents.

with her grandmother after her mother's death.

11:

Daniel

He was married to Catherine Amelia

native of Liberty County, Georgia, on November 18,
The

two

had been classmates at the old
She

They had no children.

settlers

of

Bulloch County.

descended

from the O'Neal,
families of Liberty County.
5

Miss Catherine was
Stebbins

and

Trask

111111
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Mr. Dan and Miss catherine were benefactors of

Among the students enrolled in the first classes
of the old First District Agricultural School were

the local humane society.

Dan E. Bland and his older brother Charles.

homes for the elderly as well as churches and chapels

They

were enrolled in the seventh grade on February 5,

in the area.

1908.

previous! y unmarked were marked by Dan Bland.

The school ev~ntually became known as Georgia

Southern College.

For

the dates.
Family history, not only of his own family but

known as Georgia Southern, and having been a student
there,

Many graves in the county which were

this project, he furnished the markers and researched

Dan graduated about 1916.

Growing up as neighbors to the college later
Dan and Miss Catherine counted among their

all

Bulloch

County

families,

was

of

particular

closest friends many of the teachers and personnel at

interest to him.

the school.

It was apparently because of this keen

the older families in the county and his assistance

in the college and a wish to have his

was regularly sought by others who were researching

interest

He knew the connections of most of

beloved trees and shrubs preserved that Mr. Dan and

their

his wife decided to leave their home and several

letters and traveling to collect information on his

acres of surrounding land to the Georgia Southern

own and Miss catherine's family lines.

College Foundation.

He directed that the trees and

family lines.

He spent many hours writing

Lo~al history was another interest for Mr. Dan.

shrubs be left intact and preserved for the future

Leodel Coleman,

benefit of students and faculty members who have an

himself, said:

interest in botany, small wild life and birds.

who has such deep love and affection for Bulloch

The

a

local editor and lay historian

"We know of no one in Bulloch County

object of his will was to create a botanical garden

County as Dan Bland.

and bird preserve for the use of the college.

the history and legend of Bulloch County."

Visitors

to

He is a walking encyclopedia on

the Bland home have often been

A man of many interests and capabilities, Mr.

amazed at the variety and numbers of birds and small

Dan built and owned one of the first radios in the

wildlife that were attracted to his home for the
food
,I

They also gave freely to

he placed there for their benefit.
6

7
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II

county.

This interest led to repairing radios as the

number of radio owners expanded.

:1

11;

111

college ( now GSC) took him to talk with Dan Bland.

For several years,

or. Newton described the place as a veritable garden.

he and Dan Blitch were the only radio repairmen in

When Mr. Dan was asked how he had found the time and

the county.

Until radios became more comnon, people

patience to develop the wonderful array of shrubbery

frequent! y gathered at the Bland home to get news

and wide variety of flowers, he explained how he had

first hand of prize fights and other events.

planted and trained them with his own hands.

Often

there were too many people to get into the house so

described by Dr. Newton as being a man extremel

they stood in the yard or on the porch near a window

gifted in landscaping and horticulture and having

in order to hear.

deep affection for his plants.
Given 57

This, then, explains why Dan E. Bland left the

acres of land by his father when he married, he

home and surrounding land he loved and cared for

converted an old tenant house into a pretty little

nearly seventy years ~n the care of the Georgia

home surrounded by shrubbery and trees, doing all the

Southern

work himself.

Catherine,

Farming was Dan Bland's life work.

He was a pioneer in planting soil

conserving crops to enrich the soil.

He planted

Foundation.
as

He

and

beloved

wife

school were always close to the college and many
the

and was considered an authority on the subject.

Those how were closest to Mr.

His

his

students and graduates of the old

pecan orchards and grew and sold grafted pecan trees

professors

and

personnel

of

through the years.
Dan know that the

livestock were always animals of superior quality and

purpose in leaving his

breeding.

Butter and eggs added to the farm income.

Southern College was to ensure the preservation of

The Bland farm was among the first to produce "bale

his beloved plants and wildlife and to provide a

an acre" cotton in the county.

botanical haven for students and others who love and

The late Dr.
minister,

Louis D. Newton, noted Baptist

appreciate nature.

in the May 1928 magazine Georgia related

how President Guy H. Wells of South Georgia Teachers

11111

He was

8

9

land and home to Georgia

THE EDl'l'CR'S mmASY CHAIR

Kennedy,

By Leodel Coleman
February

friend

Our

additional

Frank Mi Iler,

27, 1958

Dan Bland has

Lester,

furnished us some

information on the history of Georgia

Teachers College.
In the history of the college as prepared by Dr.
Jack

Averitt which appeared

in the George-Anne's

Golden Anniversary Edition, and in the Bulloch Herald
UJ11

on February 13, the list of students who attended the

Perry,

then registrar of GTC.

The roll for the

seventh and eighth grades for March 25, 1908 was as
follows:
Seventh Grade
John Hendrix, Henry Waters, Arthur Morris, James
Moore,

Robert

Williams,

10

Clyde

Franklin,

Raleigh

Cecil Waters,

Dan Bland,

Hugh

Grover Brannen,

(Troy entered school on April 1 of that

year).
Eighth Grade
Gordon Williams, Hubert Jones, Grady Johnston,
Mark Lively, Willie Cox, Paul Sirmnons, Fred Kennedy,

the seventh grade, enrolled on February 5, 1908.
Mr. Bland has furnished us with a complete roll

list on March 1, 1948 with the help of Miss Viola

Arto Council,

Anderson

Rastus

revealed by Prof. J. Walter Hendrick's record book
Mr. Bland made his
for the month of March, 1908.

Deans Crumpler,

James Rigdon, Vera Arnett, Gertrude Futch, and Troy

school its first year, 1908, included only members of

of students for the seventh and eighth grades as

Iii

Charles Bland, Tom Moore, John McDougald,

Brannen,

James

(Jim)

Kennedy,

George

(Pet~)

Donaldson,

Naughton

Mitchell,

Blitch,

James
Waters,

Elma

Gordon

Ivy

Donaldson,

Smith,

Josie Olliff,

Donaldson,

Mamie

Minnie

Reed

Hubert
Everitt,

Dan

Rigdon,

Newsome,
Beasley,

Annie
Sara

Parker.
Mr. Bland who was a pupil in the seventh grade
then remembers that Lanie Rushing
Beasley)

(Mrs. George T.

John Rushing (now of Brooklet), Brantley

Blitch and Grover Johnson, all withdrew from school
shortly before March 26, 1908.
Mr. Bland also remembers that Elma Smith, Mamie
Newsome and Annie Waters were the only three girls to
live in the dormitory that first term.
11

They were

11\
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under the care of Mrs. Nina Hendrix, the wife of the

and can tell you about it at the drop of a hat, came

principal, J. Walter Hendrix.

in our off ice on Thursday of last week and in one

In

Hendrix

simple gesture, stripped away more than 50 years of

taught English, history and spelling the first year .

our life.
He came in and handed me a top, already with the

Prof.

F.

M.

Rowan

taught

Mr.

arithmetic,

algebra,

string wound around it, ready to null an imaginary

shopwork, carpentry, and forge practices.
Prof. Arto {O.T.) Harper who was born in New

111

York,
111

addition to being principal,

taught agriculture,

plant life, botany, and

top in an imaginary ring down on the grounds of the
old Statesboro High School on South College Street.

geography, and conducted the agriculture laboratory.

We reacted just like

Miss

taught

We took the top, felt it, to get the assurance

George

of good balance, checked the length of the string, to

Josephine

domestic

art

Schiffer,
and

born

domestic

in

Java,

science.

ten-year-olds.

be sure it was not too short, nor too long, placed

Kicklighter was the farm superintendent.
According to Mr. Bland, about one-third of the
students that first year were day students.

Some of

the free end between the fourth and little finger,
tightened up on the wind of the string, turned the
top upside down, gave a mighty heave, bringing our

them walked three miles to school.
We know of no one in Bulloch County who has such

arm over our head and aimed at a square in the tile

deep love and affection for Bulloch County as Dan

on the floor of our front office here in the Herald

Bland.

and Times building and let 'er go.

He is a walking encyclopedia on the history

and legend of Bulloch County.

It was just short of a disaster.
The top spun a bit all right, but it spun on its

Mardi 14, 1968

side, not on the null point, and found its way under

Mr. Dan Bland, who lives out on the Pembroke
Highway,

and

one

of

the

county's

most

noted

historians, carrying most of it around in his head,

the safe in the office of the society editor.
We tried again ••• this time we were as good as
we were 50 years ago.

And we felt a great surge of

accomplishment.
12

11\ll,

13

Mr. Dan then took the top and just as gently as
you please, took the wound-up top and holding the top
in its proper upright position gave it a little flip
jerk

and

it

landed

on

the

floor,

February
Southern

7, 1908 in the first class of Georgia
College,
then
the
First
District

Agricultural and Mechanical School.

spinning

beautifully.
We differed on the technique we each used.

But

when we were kids we differed then • • • and we were
the

only

ones

who

ever

used

the

up-side-down

technique where we started the spin holding the top
inverted and flipped over our wrist, putting the top
in its proper landing position.
Mr. Dan made the top himself.

He made it by

hand, and used what looks like a twenty-penny nail
nub for the point.

It has perfect balance and spun

as a good top should spin.
After he left we just sat there at our desk and
remembered back then, when we gathered around a ring
drawn on the ground with a bunch of top spinners,
attempting to split, by nulling, the tops which had
been left in the ring by the more inept top-spinners.
We are thankful for people like Mr. Dan who have
the happy faculty of capsuling time.

He is one of

the

enrolled

more

than

twenty

students

14

who

on

15

Evelyn campbell Sumners and Ida J. Campbell Lovette,

GfXRG8 FRANKLIN CAMPBELL: A BIOGRAPHY

By Olarles Bonds

Millen,

George Franklin campbell was born in 1872, at
Whitesville, North Carolina to the union of William
Both of his parents were

and Lillian campbell.
the age of 16,

turpentine

firm

he began working

in North carolina,

he

was

transferred

was

better known to us as Brooklet.
T.

R.

Bryan,

a

local

with a

and later was

transferred by the company to Georgia.
which

Nellwood,

Georgia ,

He was hired out to

turpentine still operator.

During the time of his work with the T. R. Bryan
Company,

1Ii

Church.

he met

Ida Jane

R.

w.

his

to

the

Bethel

and

Baptist

of the Board for the past 43 years.
In 1921, transportation in the Brooklet area was

Fore who was also the

Savannah and Statesboro Railroad, and the Sherwood
Railroad.

as transportation not only for his family but as a

from Mullins, , South carolina.

They dated for a

into matrimony in 1890.

The marriage of George and

Ida Jane Fore gave birth to 13 children.

Six of

He purchased a Model-T Ford and used it

conmunity.

corrmunity.

and this courtship blossomed

George campbel,l was the first black man in

the area to purchase an automobile in the Brooklet

She came to Brooklet

in love,

Service"

Savannah.

16

of

the

Brooklet

high school at Statesboro to attend the Statesboro
High and Industrial School, later named the William
William

Savannah:

people

means of transportation for carrying his children to

Campbell Smith of Chicago: Gladys campbell Glover,
Jackson,

the

This automobile was also used as the major

James High School.

Campbell

for

His major route was between Brooklet and

these children who are still living today are Valarie
Bertha

Horse and buggy, the Old

mainly of three forms:

Georgia, like George, for work.

Philadelphia:

father

dedication

Campbell has served in the position of Chairman

"Taxi

fell

of

the

He presently serves as Chairman of the Board

daughter of two former slaves and who had come to

while,
1111

corrmitment

The town to

George's first job paid only fifty cents per day.
11111

continues

campbell,

R. W.

His son,

of Deacons of the church organized by his father.

former slaves.
At

and R. W. campbell, Statesboro.

James,

Dr.

Harvey Van Buren,

R.

R.

Butler, Sr., Fred Pughsley, Sr., Floyd Bellinger, Ed
17

1!11111

Lattimore, Herbert Riggs, Jim Jackson ( of the New
Sandridge Coomuni ty) , Lonnie Sinmons, Sr. were all

1,

1!

personal friends of George and spent many hours and
weekends at his home in Brooklet, hunting, fishing,
and just eating "Good Country Meals".
George always seemed sincerely interested in
serving his fellowman. This is exemplified through
the many contributions in his community.

He served

as the Chairman of the Executive Board of the Pilgrim
Missionary
years.
W.

M.

Baptist

Association

for

more

than

30

In the early 1900's, George, assisted by Rev.
Gilmore,

Henry

(Shorty)

Campbell,

Steve

Hendley, and Jack Johnson, organized a unit of the
Free and Accepted Masons at Brooklet (then Nellwood,
Georgia) •

During this period of time,

this same

group of men organized a corrmunity assistance program
which functions were to provide an entire work day on
the farms of fellow farmers who had hardships in the
plowing and/or harvesting of their crops and assist
in the building of barns on these same farms.
In the early 1900's, Campbell was instrumental
in introducing formal education to the black youth of
Bulloch County.

Rev. W. M. Gilmore requested the

assistance of George F. Campbell in the organizing of
18

schools for black youth in Bulloch County.
Three
schools were started in the 1900's: one at Pretorius
station, one at Little Bethel Church (Brooklet), and
one at Hutchinson Longstreet (Stilson).

Rev. R. I.

Hagins was an important person in the organization of
the school at Stilson.

With the founding of these

three schools, Campbell worked with Steve Hendley,
H.W.B.

Smith,

Sr.,

and Professor A.

organize a corrmunity school at Brooklet.

R.

Pope to

This school

operated for many years in the St. Mary M. E. Church.
Campbell's association with one of the major
black educators of Butloch County afforded him
another
opportunity to help his fellow man
financially.

Under the leadership of William James,

founder and principal of the Statesboro High and
Industrial

School,

Campbell,

along

with

Steve

Hendley, Jack Johnson, Henry (Shorty) Campbell, and
Clem Rivers,

organized the first Christmas Saving

Club in the Brooklet Coomunity.

One of the major

objectives of the Club was to impress on the members
that the people of the Brooklet Corrmunity should save
a portion of what they earned each month.
This group of men who had begun the Brooklet
Christmas Savings Club not only had monetary values
19

at heart when they met.

11111,11

fries, and cake suppers.

il

l

would bid on

They held barbecues, fish

not have a steady income, periodic payments were made

At the cake suppers, people

by George to the T. R. Bryan Company until the land

the cakes,

and the person with the

and the home were debt-free.

The farm and family

highest bid would have the honor of sitting at the

home that George and Ida had worked so diligently to

,11111

table with the girl who baked the cake.

pay off was located near Brooklet in the vicinity of

iliii11

from these activities resulted in the building of the

the present-day Southeast Bulloch High School.

"Little Red School

property is presently owned by

'Ii/

/Iii

House"

at

The funds

Brooklet.

In this

Two other ambitious and insightful black men also

were taught.

bought property adjacent to the Campbell property.

He shared a good friendship with Dave Turner,
George

April 30, 1893, William Smith, Clem River,

of cotton", the first watermelon, and the first bale

joined with the Reverends James M. Jones and A. T.

of cotton to be ginned.

Grant in the organizing of the Little Bethel Baptist

Uncle Dave (Turner) as he

and Georg~ Campbell and their wives

was affectionately called, would publish all of the

Church on a plot of land donated by the late

news in his weekly edition

Cromley.

the

of the Bulloch Times.

efforts of T.

R.

Bryan,

George

ground.

acres of land at $10.00 per acre.

of

At a time when

would own his

own farm and home for his family.

c. s.

This land was given to the church group to

use as long as the church existed on that plot of

campbell was able to place a down payment on 125

George campbell served as the first Chairman

the Deacon Board of the Little Bethel Baptist

Church.
George F. Campbell never liked being second.

He

T. R. Bryan and George made an agreement that allowed

may have been considered at the time a second class

Bryan to "pay" for the land and build a home on the

citizen, but he was never contented with the label,

property for George and Ida, his wife. As George d i d

nor did he wish his children to be contented with

20
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On

Jack Johnson,

wages were very low, George was determined that he

11:111 11

They were Jack Johnson and Walter Cromartie.

would take pride in bringing in the first open "boll

Through

11/1

C. Cromley, Jr.).

school, students of the primer grade through seventh

owner and publisher of the Bulloch Times.

I

w.

(The

21

1

being second.

He taught his children that second

place was not and should not be the goal in life.
wanted each of his children to come in first.

ELDRIDGE cxnE

He

Farmer-Sharecropper, Coolllmity Leader,

He did

and Haoanitarian

not specify what first, but encouraged them to be the
best of whatever they chose to be.
realized that

in matters where it really made a

difference to society and the individual that if one
were to make a

lasting mark,

education would be

paramount. He insisted that each of his 13 children
complete high school.
One of George Campbell's favorite expression
was:

"As you climb the ladder to success, remember

those you pass on the way up. They will be the first
ones to catch you if you fall."
This quote exemplifies George's caring attitude for
his fellow man.
In 1938, George sold his farm in Brooklet and
moved to Roundtree Street in Statesboro.
1947,

By Olarles Bonds

He further

he passed,

In November

but he left with us in Bulloch

County, a better place because he left North Carolina
and decided that his destiny was in Bulloch County.

Eldridge Cone (1887-1966) was born in Bulloch
county, Georgia, in the small conmunity of Stilson.
His parents were Sarah and George Cone.

He was

married to Agnes Donaldson ( 1890-1961) of Bulloch
County.

Agnes'

parents were Handy Donaldson and

Agnes Parrish Donaldson, both former slaves.
After living in the stilson area for many years,
Eldridge
Portal.

and

Enoch,

his older brother,

moved to

Admiring his brother, Eldridge followed his

brother,

Enoch,

to

Portal:

however,

they

both

continu~d to work in Statesboro for many years while
conmuting to Statesboro.

While in Statesboro, Enoch

also became acquainted with Eldridge's wife's sister,
Sula.

Sula and Enoch fell in love and were married.

As

many

in

corrmunities

even

today,

it

was

not

uncommon for brothers to marry sisters of the same
family.
Education during this period was restricted for
the privileged few.

22

As a result, Eldridge nor his
23
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brother Enoch received much of a formal education.

Eldridge sharecropped with H. P. Woomack, who

Rural schools of the time were mostly of the one-room
or church type, and education was usually provided

was an educator and superintendent of Bulloch County
PUblic Schools. However, their relationship was not

for a few months of the year when families did not

just that of employer and employee.

have to farm or have the children devote their time

friends

to

confidence

contributing

to

the

family's

livelihood.

in

each

a

other,

lasting
and

respect

these

and

qualities

increased as they worked with each other over the

the rural school of the Antioch Baptist Church in the

years.

Stilson area.

needing a good farmer, and Eldridge needing land and

He attended this school for two years

where he received most of his formal education.
Portal.
job.

Because of a common need of both men, Wommack

resources for farming, they worked mutual! y to help

He felt that he needed to be closer to his

Eldridge had become a share-cropper with H.P.

Wommack, a Portal farmer.

,1111

developed

Eldridge, like most children of the time, attended

Around 1907, Eldridge moved from Statesboro to

111!:1

and

They were good

Eldridge lived in the" ...

each other.
farmers

in

Farmer".

Eldridge soon became known by all
the

area .as

"Bulloch County's Best

In 1944, Eldridge " ••• had under cultivation

a five-horse farm.

There were twenty-five acres of

Willow Hill Comnunity, and was known far and wide as

cotton, eighty acres of corn, twenty-five acres of

one of the best farmers in Southeast Georgia, " as

solid ~anuts and peanuts planted in all of his

reported

corn."

in

the

August

9,

Savannah Morning News.

1944

edition

of

the

Writing for the Savannah

During this same . year, he grew crops of

melons, sweet potatoes, and an acre of vegetables.

Morning News, Benjamin F. Hubert, then president of

Benjamin F.

Georgia Industrial College (Savannah State College),

marketed thirty bales of cotton from twenty-eight

noted that "Cone was a stimulating example, and the

acres of land.

finest evidence of the sympathetic understanding and

time.

spirit

of melons, $2,000 worth of hogs and cattle and over

of

cooperation

that

landlord and tenant."

should

exist

between

Hubert also noted that Eldridge Cone
This was quite unusual during this

He also sold three tons of peanuts, $350 worth

an acre of tobacco.
24

Truly a remarkable achievement

25

for a share-cropper during the 1940's, as reported in
the Savannah Morning News.
and

111

.,JI

area as a man of great character and great ability,

Although Eldridge was an excellent sharecropper

and most of all cOITmOn sense, which even today is

developed

valued more than a formal education.

Wonmack,

11111!

a

lasting

friendship

with

H. P.

he yet desired to own his own farm.

He not only led

He

the conmunity in farming, but was in the forefront of

often related to friends and relatives how good it

everything important that pertained to the conmunity,

would be to own his own farm.

school and church.

Eldridge was not only

The people would frequently seek

a prolific farmer, but also a frugal and thrifty man.

his

He had for many years desired to own his own farm,

prior to acting upon their problems.

and his dream finally came to reality when in the

member

early 1950's he purchased 106 acres of farm land from

School.

Mrs.

very

limit itself to just trustee, but he also took care

productive farmer of his own land, and was the first

of the physical needs of the school such as repairs

black farmer in the area to purchase a tractor for

and being sure that wood and coal were there for

farming the land.

proper heating of the facility.

Julia

Ellis.

He

continued

to

be

a

The 106 acre farm is located on

the John H. Moore Road near the town of Portal.
111:1

Eldridge was known throughout the Bulloch County

Cone

advice about corrmunity problems and concerns
of

the

He served as

Trustee Board of the Willow Hill

His involvement with the school did not

He saw to it that

the school grounds were attractive and neat.

Cone

acquired some of his knowledge from the then county

was instrumental in the selection of quality teachers

agent, A. T. Hubert, who noted that Cone's success

for

was because he was a hard worker and was not afraid

substitutes

to accept suggestions for improvement of his farming.

absent from school.

Eldridge

to

it

that

qualified

were used when regular teachers were
Wanting the students attending

in

made a special effort to select teachers who had

turpentine, at the local sawmill, and at the local

attended Bulloch County Schools and become teachers

slaughter house.

to work at the Willow Hill School.

but

26

he

an

saw

worked

farming,

possessed

He

the school to have local role models to emulate, Cone

for

only

school.

exceptional

aptitude

not

the

also

27
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but

Eldridge may not have had much formal education,

religious leader.

his

as a Deacon of the Scarboro Grove Baptist Church of

ability as an articulate and persuasive

speaker is exemplified by presenting concerns of the

portal.

Portal corrmunity to the Board of Education.

Christians as a "quiet kind of person who knew how to

On

.1 11111111

1111

II

I
111
I
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He was

often

fellow

In 1929 a devastating tornado

concerns

struck

Much

of

teachers

and

parents

related

to

the

area.

property was

destroyed,

transportation, school supplies, school facilities,

including the Scarboro Grove Baptist Church.

and other matters that would enhance and improve the

this

education of the boys and girls.

available to hire a construction firm to rebuild the

period,

church.

there

was

very

little

During

cash

money

Deacon Cone viewed the devastation of the

the best teachers for Willow Hill School is further
shown by his being influential in securing R.

w.

church

Christian faith, but as a .challenge in which the Lord

campbell, later to become a prominent educator in the

would provide the resources and energy to rebuild the

area, as principal of the school in the '40' s.

area's

He ·

not

as

house

of

a

misfortune

worship.

which

He,

lessened

his

along with other

also was instrumental in hiring John Lawton as the

merrt>ers of the church, became neophyte carpenters,

first agricultural teacher for the Rosenwald School

cut logs, and did what was required to rebuild the

which had grades one through nine.

church.

He also worked

Eldridge's leadership and undaunted faith

with the county agent M. M. Martin of the Statesboro

helped the people of the corrmuni ty and of his church

Industrial High School, later to be named the William

renew their faith in Christ.

James High School.
James,

Eldridge knew Professor William

Although Eldridge was a prominent individual in

president of the Stateboro Industrial High

the rebuilding of the Scarboro Grove Baptist Church,

School, very well.

They often discussed educational

matters and how to improve education for the area.

other

deacons

of

the

28

church

also

contributed

significantly to the effort to rebuild the church.
Some of these members included his brother Enoch,

friends, was also a dedicated and active corrmunity

ju

his

get things done".

Ell, as Eldridge was affectionately called by

11111

described by

numerous occasions he would present to the Board the

Eldridge's interest in education and securing

1

He served on the Trustee Board and

29

John Green, George Jones, Mat Simpkin, Aaron Johnson,
Mack Brown, Tom Bivins, and the then pastor, Reverend
L. H. Lawton.

These individuals have descendants yet

One of the mor~ prominent religious leaders of
the area was also selected to become a minister of

1//i

I

I

the Scarboro Grove Baptist Church.
was the Reverend

w.

D. Kent.

This individual

He was selected to be

the spiritual leader of the church while Eldridge
served as one of the church's trustees.
Kent

faithfully

served

the

congregation

Scarboro Grove Baptist Church for 44 years.
I

"'

1 __ 1

I

Reverend
of

the

Another

significant accomplishment of Deacon Cone was the
addition of a piano to the church to enhance the
worship

services

at

a

time

when

such

musical

instruments were not considered appropriate for the

1

1111

church's sanctuary.
Eldridge was an affectionate and loving husband

I
I Iii

other boys and girls who needed a father figure and a

II

loving male.

1

1Jr

I

illl;

and father,

not only to his own children, but to
He and Agnes had 12 children.

attempted to formally educate everyone.

He

They all, at

one time in their childhood, attended the Willow Hill
or Rosenwald School. and completed the highest level
30

the

school

had

to

offer.

Gordon

(1908-1980), Enoch (1909-1985), Brooks (1910-1963),
Fred (1912-1929), Ruby Cone Jackson (1914-1954), and
AJOC>S

residing in Bulloch County.

I

of education

(1915-

), all completed their formal education

at the Willow Hill School.

Trudie Cone Washington

(1918-1973) attended Georgia State College (Savannah
state College) ; Bessie Mae Cone Ashley ( 1920attended Edward Water College and the University of
Florida.

George completed the tenth grade, Sarah

Agnes Cone Lee (1927-

) attended Fort Valley State

College and Georgia Southern College; and William
James Cone

( 1930-

College

Fort Lauderdale,

of

attended Broward Junior
Florida.

Agnes and

Eldridge had one other child, Erma (1926) who died as
an infant.

He instilled in all of his children the

importance of an education and

its value in our

society.
Eldridge

was

not

only

concerned

with

the

education and care of his own children, but also with
the welfare of other boys and girls in the corrmunity.
He

possessed the unselfishness and compassion to

extend whatever he had to help others.

This is

exemplified by his taking four other children into
his home and raising them as his own.
31

These children

were Willie Brown,

Bob Brown,

OF DD«ES AND DOG FfHml.S AND

Floyd Blackman, and

SOOTH

Lloyd Blackman, and his granddaughter Elaine Brown.
He reared and loved these children as his own.

By Reavis E. Dixon

Each

503 Palmas Avenue, waycross, Georgia 31501

one completed the highest grade that was offered at

Ill

the Willow Hill School.

Church were not idle words of love and brotherhood,
but they were demonstrated in his daily life in the

jl[

Copyright 1989

His Christian beliefs that

he learned and taught at the Scarboro Grove Baptist

corrmunity and his love of all men.

Ir

GID{GIA

The beloved Baptist Minister, Reverend Lester
Dixon,

of Patterson, Georgia, once said, "It looks

like the Dixons and the dog fennels are going to take
South

Georgia."

Reverend Dixon was,

of course,

referring to the great numbers of Dixons who resided
in Pierce, Ware, Appling, and other southeast Georgia

i

counties.

I

All of these pe~sons, with rare exception,

can trace their roots to the same family tree.
Until
heritage
Thanks

recently,
of

South

to the

however,

it

little

was

Georgians

of

known about
the

name

the

Dixon.

research of the last twenty years,

is

at

least possible to present an

accurate account of the first Dixon (Dickson) of our
clan

to

set

information

foot
is

on South Georgia soil.

Some

still speculative and will

be so

identified in the interest of separating the facts
from undocumented information.
Unproven reports state that Robert Dickson was
born in Duplin County, North Carolina, about 1 750.
32
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most families in the last half of the 19th century).

carolina, while others came to Duplin County.
At
abOUt the same time a group of some four hundred

This information is consistent with the Southeast

Presbyterians

Georgia Dixon family tradition that The Dixons came

Northern Ireland, to Duplin County.

from Lumberton, North Carolina.

is a strong likelihood that Dickson relatives were

(The spelling was changed from Dickson to Dixon by
Ii Ill

Lumberton is little

from

Ulster

Province,

(Note 3)

There

more than 50 miles from the section of Duplin County

among this group,

where Robert Dickson was reportedly born.

region of Ireland as the Pennsylvania, Dickson Clan.

was not founded until 1787.

(Lumberton

The town name was likely

added to his former homeplace by descendants) •

since they came from the same

It is known from The Dickson Letters by James O.

The

carr, that family members with strong ties had been

year 1750 is considered to be extremely close to the

left behind in Ireland, when the Dicksons first came

date of his birth,

to Pennsylvania.

I have seen no documentation,

however, which would prove the claim that he was born

years

in Duplin County.

County.

Several publications which name

around

These letters were written in the

1780 by W~lliam Dickson,

of Duplin

The letters were to his cousin Reverend

it is certain there was a thriving Dickson corrmunity

Robert Dickson of Dromore, Ireland.
Wherever Robert Dickson, the forefather of the

in that county as early as 1744.

These

Dixons of South Georgia came from, it is certain that

Dicksons were of the staunch, Presbyterian faith, and

he came to St. Matthews Parish, Georgia, in or about

had fled Northern Ireland, beginning in the early

the year 1769.

1700's to escape religious persecution brought on by

in Colonial Georgia.

the reestablishment of Catholicism in Ireland.

land

Duplin as his birthplace are creditable, however, and
(Note 1)

(Note

now

There were eight Parishes established

being

St. Mathews was composed of the

mostly within

Effingham and Screven Counties.

2)

The
!111,

irrmigrated

Dicksons

of

North

Carolina,

settled in Chester County, Pennsylvania.

had

first

About 1744,

some moved to the vicinity of Lincoln County, North

the

boundaries

of

Minor portions of

old St. Matthews Parish also extend into other nearby
counties of the area.
Robert Dickson came to St. Matthews'

Parish,

Georgia, a young, unmarried man about twenty years of
34
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age.

It is not certain whom he accompanied on the

trip to Georgia, but it is quite possible that he
came with Michael Dickson who settled in the same
Parish.

Michael may have been the brother of William

Dickson, the writer of the Dickson letters.

In one

of his letters to his relatives back in Ireland,
William Dickson wrote, "My brother Michael is about
moving his family to Georgia".

It is known, however,

that Robert was not a brother of these two men.

They

indeed had a brother named Robert, but records show
that he lived and died in Duplin County.

Both Robert

and Michael settled about thirteen miles southwest of
present day Sylvania, Georgia, on Jones' Mill Branch,
along the Ogeechee River.
Within

about

two

years

of

his

movement

Georgia, Robert married Susannah "Suky" Jones.

to
She

was the daughter of Francis Jones, Jr. who had moved
to St. Matthews' Parish from Cumberland County, North
Carolina, in the fall or winter of 1764.

The record

of their marriage can be found on page seventy nine
of the book of records of Ebenezer Church of St.
Matthews' Parish.
and Susannah was

(Note 4)

The marriage of Robert

in January of 1771.

Today the

church bears the name of Jesusalem Lutheran Church,
36

and is situated upon the bank of the Savannah River
on Georgia 275 in Effingham County.

Highway 275

turns eastward off Georgia 21 between Rincon and
Springfield, Georgia.
It is not known where, or with whom, Robert and
Susannah Dickson made their home for the next few
In reviewing land grant records of St.
months.
Matthews' Parish, however, (Screven County) we find
that Robert received a parcel of land in the "Little
Ogeechee Territory" in 1771.
year

of

his

This being the same

marriage to Susannah Jones.

After

receiving the land grant,. they settled their property
and lived there with their family until Robert's
untimely death in late 1782 or early 1783.

Their

farm was located on Jones Mill Branch about thirteen
miles southwest of present day Sylvania, Georgia.
Robert and "Suky" Dickson were the parents of
six children, all of whom were born upon the same
farm.

Although the children were born at the same

place, it is proper to say that the first three were
born in St. Matthews' Parish.

The last three were

born in Effingham County due to the change from a
Parish to a county in 1777.
themselves

free

of

England
37

Colonist had declared
and

obviously wanted

usually, the citizens of St. Matthews

nothing left to remind them of the days of the crown.
l1
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Their children were as follows:
Sarah - Born 1772 -- Died 3-14-1794--Married
Robert Williams
Elizabeth - Born 11-20-1774--Married (1) Bird
Lanier (2) John Hollingsworth
Susannah - Born ·1775?--Married Mitchell Peavy
Robert - Born 1777--Married Hannah Lanier
John - Born 1780 - Wife unknown
Allen - Born 1782--Died 1845--Married (1) Martha
Bonnell, (2) Susan Hendricks, (3) Mary
Daughtry

I

The next several years of the lives of the
Robert Dickson family were greatly influenced by the
events leading up to the American Revolution.
"·1

July

1776,

In

inmediately after the signing of the

Declaration of Independence, Robert was comnissioned

1
1111111

a first lieutenant in the Georgia Militia of Screven
County.

Some records state that he had achieved the

rank of captain by the time of his death; however,
this claim has not been documented beyond reasonable
doubt.

Otherwise, little is known about his military

Some general insight to the fighting
service.
ability of the Georgia, Scotch Irish, is gained from
A History of the Old South by Clement Eaton.
1:111,11
111

Mr.

Eaton's book is highly complimentary of their service
during the fight for our nation's independence.
38

Parish

tolerated both the British and Continental Armies as
they passed back and forth across their lands.
5)

(Note

The simple life styles of these yeoman farmers

were little affected by such actions as the tea tax
which led to the notorious Boston Tea Party.

The

stamp act, which required a tax stamp upon virtually
every piece of paper used in America from documents
to note paper, was of equal unconcern.
the

citizens

of St.

Matthews

Therefore,

Parish had little

concern for the tide of war until their lives and
property became threatened.
Perhaps,

the

greatest

citizens of St. Matthews
itself,

adversaries

were the Tories.

Wiregrass

Huxford,
Tories

Georgia,

the

Parish, as well as America
(Americans who remained

loyal t~ the British Crown).
of

of

According to Pioneers

Volume

3,

by Judge Folks

Robert Dixon died in an engagement with
in

late

1782

or

early

1783.

The exact

skirmish is not known, but his death in service to
our country is confirmed.

Although the Revolution

had ended with the surrender of Lord Cornwallis at
Yorktown,

in

1781,

sporadic

fighting

continued.

Peace was finally achieved after the Treaty of Paris
ended the hostilities in 1783.
39

May 27,

On

1783,

Susannah Jones Dickson was

appointed administratrix of the estate of her husband
in Effingham County, Georgia.

(St. Matthews

became Effingham County in 1777) •
I

'1

Wiregrass
Huxford

Georgia,

Vol.

7,

The

Parish

In Pioneers of
Honorable

Folks

states that the process of appointing an

administrator in the 1780's took four to five months.

one year of age.

She apparently did not remarry

until sometime around 1794.
received

farming

assistance

kinsmen

of

her

deceased husband as well as her own family who also
lived nearby.

Jones Mill Branch was named for her

there before her marriage to Robert.
By 1794 Susannah had married her second husband.

was

Such action is not the nature of a
a

reasonable

their

lives

impossible

to tell,

delay

together.

from this

More likely,

while

the

Thus,

family

His name was Luke Mizell, and records indicate that

it

he was a highly respected .citizen of Screven County.

is

information alone,

The

record

of

church

affiliation

that

I

have

whether Robert Dickson was killed in late 1782 or

uncovered indicates that, in 1814, Luke Mizell was a

early 1783.

deacon of Nevils Creek Baptist Church in Bulloch

Based upon this same information, it is

likely that he died sometime between December 1782

County.

and February 1783.

It is uncertain at present where

that church, and it is likely that both are buried

Robert is buried.

As of this writing, no cemeteries

there.

Luke had a decisive part in the founding of
Poorly spelled church minutes of 1814 have a

dating back to 1783 have been discovered near his

notation beside her name stating "Ded".

home.

is believed that she died either in 1813 or 1814.

It is more likely that he is buried on, or

near, his old farm on Jones Mill Branch.

111

from

immediately.

gathered

11

In all probability, she

father Francis Jones, Jr., who had settled his family

there

llilll 11

the six was only eleven and baby Allen was less than

It is unlikely that Mrs. Dickson filed the estate
spouse who has just lost their partner.

I

remained on her farm with her children. The oldest of

Susannah Dickson must have been a person of
great moral strength.

Despite the hardship which

must have followed the death of her husband, she
40
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(Dead).

It
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'!be Hardy Moore Family

1.

The Dickson Letters, by James

Carr.

2.

Dickson McEwan and Allied Families, by Smith

3.

Sketches of North Carolina, by Foote.
Duplin, by McGowan.

4.

History
of
Hollingsworth.

Screven

County

Georgia

by

5.

History
of
Hollingsworth

Screven

County

Georgia

by

The "Hardy Moore" family, one having done its

Flashes of

full part in the post-bellum developnent of Bulloch
county,

was

transplanted

from

Screven

shortly

after the surrender at Appomattox,

County.
Hardy

Hunter Moore, recently of the First Georgia Reserves,
company H, (Symonds} cast his lot in Bulloch.
boy,

not

having

discharged

from

attained
the

his

majority,

Confederate

Charleston, S. C. hospital.

A mere
he

service,

in

was
a

He walked all the way to

Augusta, Georgia, wearing a pair of ladies shoes,
presented by a sympathetic visitor to the hospital.
He

was

one

of

five

brothers

who

served

the

Confederacy--Augustus, Seaborn, Thomas and Virgil.
Two of his uncles (?}, Augustus and Thomas were
killed in the Battle of Atlanta.
Statesboro Camp

u.

He was a member of

C. V. and derived great pleasure

in regularly attending the Confederate Reunions.
His
Barbour.

father,

John

L.

Moore

married

Eleanor

His grandfather William, who married a

Sykes, was brought to Screven County from Rockingham
County, North Carolina, as an orphan, by his "Granny
Measle" Mizelle, his mother having died at his birth.
His father,
42

John Moore, an emigrant from Ireland,
43

having espoused the cause of the American Revolution,
enlisted in capt. sarnuel Cobrin's Company and was in
the army of Nathaniel Greene, when he fell in the

il

I

I

He and his wife were of the Baptist
fellow man.
faith, but tolerance, generosity and friendliness are
the characteristic traits which endear them in loving

siege of savannah.

He was buried there in the old

memory.

He was born April 11, 1845 and died February

Colonial Cemetery.

His wife was an emigrant from

24, 1921.
Ruth Hendricks Moore was born February 26, 1836,

Wales.
The subject of this sketch, having established

and

himself in this county in 1866, married Mrs. Ruth

were--Melissa,

Hendricks Hodges, the widow of Asbury

second Lucius Kendrick: Virgin Asbury Stuart married

w.

Hodges who

died

Decenber
who

1916.

married

camp

Womack:

15, 1864.

Charles L. Beale of Savannah: Laura married Robert L.
after

Atlanta:

Thomas

children

Winnifred
Graham,

of

first

Their

was killed in the battle of Kennesaw Mountain, June
Both the Hodges and Hendricks are pioneers in

Lee

25,

Cynthia married

the decease of her younger sister

The former descended from a Revolutionary

Sallie, whose wife she was: William Morgan married,

soldier Joshua Hodges, and his wife was Ann Raiford.

first, Fannie Lanier, second Polly Wood: John Hardy

Georgia Land Grant records show that Mary Hendricks,

married Willie Jernigan: Remer Thomas married Alice
Hagan.

Bulloch.

the widow of a Revolutionary soldier drew land in
1784

and

He

that John Hendricks as a Revolutionary

soldier, participated in the Land Lottery of 1827.
Distinctively pioneers, the Hendricks were in
Pensylvania before William Penn, and substantially
aided him in founding the Colony.

For fifty-five

years, Hardy H. Moore operated a large farm in the

was

children,

true

father

to

the

four

Hodges

and often remarked that as the war had

interrupted his education, he resumed it in assisting
his step
fireside.

children with their lessons around the

They were Harmon Alderman who married Annie

county, also a mercantile business, gin and sawmill,

Lyons

with energy, good _will, and a desire to serve his

preacher

44

a

of

South carolina,
of

note

in

and became a Methodist

Georgia,
45

Florida,

Texas,

MemOries-Reoollections of the Hardy Moore

Oklahoma, New Mexico, Colorado and California. Henry
Raiford,

a teacher and farmer,

Old Place

who with his wife

By <llar'les Bernard Beale

Claudia Jernigan and three children, met a tragic
;Iii'/

The trip began in the Union Station in savannah,

death on July 28, 1904.
11

111

James Wesley married Virginia (?) Lanier and
reared a large family; Mary Ann married George Deal.

it was always hot and sultry.
boys sat
awaiting

Mama and her brood of

in the cavernous waiting room anxiously
the train call.

Papa saw the heat was

oppressive to Mama and went out to buy some palmetto
fans.
Presently our train was called and we all became
alert with excitement.

The baggage--the trunk--was

checked and cleared by P~pa and we all were checked
at the ticket-punching gate, and with Mama and Papa
leading the way, we walked down the track number to
where the little S & S coach awaited us.
Pa~ kissed Mama goodby, and Papa probably put
his head down, as he wanted to do, for us to kiss him
on his cheek.

Then we all clamored aboard, as they

were loading the trunk in the baggage car.
Inside the coach the lights looked strange for
the setting was antique.

Soon the main Seaboard

Airline coupled on with a jolt.

"All aboard" was

shouted and perceptively we began to move.
gooa time to Cuyler Junction.
46
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We made

There our coach was

uncoupled from the Seaboard.

Sure enough the little

the wagon to the baggage car, and the trunk was

S ( Savannah and Statesboro) of several coaches

with its "hayburner" wide-funnel wood-burning little

unloaded to the wagon.
Of course Grandpa embraced Mama and "How have

engine awaited us.

you been,

s

&

The trunk was transferred to its

baggage car.
Then "Bill H." DeLoach, the conductor, showed up

conversation went

on

between Ralph and we boys does not come to mind.

If

we

asked

Cynthia?"

What

him questions

there

was

probably

some

and greeted Marna, who was well-acquainted with him.

contempt in his answers that we were ignorant of life

With "all-aboard", we were off with this chugging

in the country.

locomotive

We could hear the whir as the wagon's wheels cut into

and

its

shrill,

high-pitched

little

We made our way over much tresting and

whistle.
swampland.

It

was

darkening

as

we

arrived

Statesboro, but we still had miles to go.

at

Presently,

the antique coach lamps were lighted and Bill H.

the sand.
animals
splashing

The road was a narrow sandy trail.

There were dark shallow branches the

sloshed

through,

hoofs.

We

the

pecame

soothing
accustomed

sound of
to

the

fragrant cool night air.

lighted his lantern.

When we arrived at the Moore place, probably we

Marna and Bill H. began to worry whether "they"

were

hungry,

if

so,

probably food was awaiting.

would be there at Bland's Switch to meet us and kept

Supper ~y have been postponed until we arrived.

coming back to check with Marna.

It was now pitch

would have been hot grits, . possibly red eye gravy,

dark.

The train began to slow down and came to a

ham, hot biscuits, maybe eggs and, of course, the

halt.

We were finally at Bland's Switch.

indescribably fermented flavor of sugar cane syrup to

threw

open

the

baggage

car doors,

Bill H.

came back to

triumphantly announce to Marna "yes, they are here"!
Well, soon we knew who "they" were.
Moore
George.

was

in

It

sop our biscuits in.
Grandpa delighted in taking us boys into his lap

Grandpa

and hugging us through his tobacco stained and smelly

the buggy with his private horse,

white beard, all the while speaking endearing words

Ralph Moore, Uncle Morgan's son, had backed

to us.

But soon, we were put to bed in the large,

shed-like boys room.
48

Tired, we soon slept.
49

Gr:anc'bama Moore

Mornings

She had a melodious, soft voice, but she could

Grandpa in the adjoining room was awake, calling
"Ralph E.

Moore,"

daylight yet.

time to get up maybe not good

We had to go to the wash pans on the

firm.

The Incident of the Knothole, who

started it is unknown.
Anyhow,

awaken us.

There was a loose knothole, peephole. It was an awful
The air was fragrant

with the aroma of cooking grits.
domain of Grandmother Moore.

The kitchen was the
Grandpa would be out

silly

Lucile's room was next to the boys' room.
thing

do,

up the slop in the trough.

scolding

come

up
me

to
and

said

ashamed of yourself."

recalcitrant pigs refused to partake.

escapade.

"Bernard,
And I was.

you ought

to be

That broke up this

Ginning
It was not good daylight, but Uncle Morgan with

Although not day-light yet, one

could hear Grandpa in his bare feet, stomp across the

heavy gloves on comes to the house.

porch and ring the bell endlessly.

the boiler or fire compartment started. The whistle
was

Calaoel
When we were billious,

Mama knew what to do.

shrieking

to

let

ginning was going on.

He had gotten

the country-side know

that

It was a fascinating thing.

While we were playing in the

The long suction pipe, which Ralph taught us to stick

clean-swept yard, Mama would come with a sweetened

our head in to watch the cotton move into the gin

tablespoon of clabber in which a dose of calomel was

saws, with the seed dropping below was awesome.

imbedded.

to see the cotton moving through the glass enclosed

She swore by calomel.

transom on the way to the compression plates.

I

llli

Grandma

me and started spanking me and

raised in anger and profanity unquotable because the

instead of a rope).

It was my turn.

turns

Moore heard about it and come to our room at once.
She

The farm bell

but we started taking

looking through the hole.

back of the kitchen, trying to get some pigs to slurp
One time his voice was

to

rang to arouse the hands ( seems like it had a wire

1111

It could have been Ralph.

connecting porch, douse the cool water on our eyes to
Such a breakfast we had.
111:

be quite
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Then
We

Lazy S\mDer Days on the Log Front Porch

watched with wonder as the last bale was formed and
the crocus bagging and steel bands drawn tight and
the bale heaved off onto the platform to be loaded by
the cotton grower onto his wagon.
When one or more flues blew out, it was Uncle
John who made the repairs, impressing me to help him.
It was a complex system of transferring steam to a
flywheel.

steam

engine,

with

an

enormous

The engine had a power pulley from which

belting ran either to power the gin or to the sawmill
carriage when lumber was being sawed.
slabs

mixed

firebox.

My

with

sawdust

was

used

Seems that
to fuel

the

concept is that a steam reservoir

surrounded the flues through which heat and flames
passed.
Anyhow the boiler was encased in a brick housing
!11111

[111

and this was what Uncle John was replacing.

We were

constantly calling for "moore mud (clay mortar).

My

job was to draw up water from the brimning well to
11

make the mortar.
gin

also

to

the

bale

latterday engineers correct me,

main

old

Here the sturdy old logs, of which the

house

was

built,

would

show

to

best

After the mail came, and Grandpa got his

"Jeffersonian" he would discourse on what a great man
Torn Watson was.

We listened in awe.
Music

This is written in the first person

Note:

because it was such a personal experience to me.
Often I would steal away from outdoor play to the
"sitting room" alone.

Here I would find Uncie John's

old fashioned guitar (allwood and glue, except the
"strings").

I loved to plunk the bass chord it was

so soothing to me.
In

the

evenings

after

gathered in the sitting room.
down his guitar.

supper

we

would

be

Uncle John would take

Uncle Morgan his fiddle.

After

"tuning" their instruments to each other, they would
strike up into "square dance" type of music.

At

Let

times Uncle Morgan, in his eloquent baritone voice
would sing "Uncle Ned":

i f all this is in

He had no teeth for to eat his hoecake, so

Steam had to be conducted to the

operate

front porch.
advantage.

The Boiler and Flues

reciprocating

Sometime after dinner, we would be seated on the

compressor.

he had to let the hoecake be--Throw down

error.
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the shovel and hoe.
the bow.

Hang up the fiddle and

There's no more hard work for
He gone where the gOOd

poor Uncle Ned.
darkies go.

Some Thoughts~ the Hardy Moore Farm

There was a massive outside chimney, built neatly of
brick, with a flair at the base.
it.

None could equal

There was a paling fence around the house and

"yard", with a gate at the front and side.
There were many mules.

Grandpa's horse, another

buggy besides Grandpa's but not quite as elaborate.
At the entrance to the barnyard, there was a chain
with a bucket at each end, suspended from a pulley
overhead.
1111

When you pulled one bucket up, the other

went down and

filled.

You watered the stock by

pouring the water over the fence into a large trough.
The mules always wallowed after you took the harness

!
111

and hames off them.
The cotton house was about midway between the
house and barn.
on

the

activity.

loose
One

We loved to go in there and wallow
cotton.

Hay-bailing was quite an

person

rode

the

windrows close to the hay-press.
round and round the hay-press.

hayrake

to

get

The mule walked

It seems my job was

to fetch the hay close enough, so Uncle John could
pitch fork it into the press.
tight

enough,

the

ii

:i

wires

were

twisted

together.
One thing that impressed me was the giant Crepe
Myrtles in clean swept yards.

Perhaps there were

large, fragrant, old fashioned lillies too.

How much

land was in the entire farm was not known to me.

It

seemed a self-contained entity, a principality, i f
you please,
long leaf

through the open stand of mooning old

pines,

the

sand

trail

down

to

the

gin-sawmill complex ran~
Let me mention Uncle Jinmy Hodges and Aunt
Once they
Virgin, Uncle Remer and Aunt Alice.
carried me

to Uncle Remer's.

He seemed to talk

through ·his front teeth, hard of hearing he held his
hand behind his ear.
enjoyable.

My visit with them was quite

They fed me sweet huckleberry pie and

whatelse.
Older
When I

was much older and visited up at the

Moore old place they had power oat threshers.
I was teamed with Uncle John.

Again

My job was to cut the

oat bundle twine, hand it to Uncle John to push into
the thresher intake.

54

bailing

When the bale got

My reputation as good help soon
55

Jr

spread to Uncle Jinmy Hodges, who came for me.
my performance was probably satisfactory.

There

l)ellli.se of the Post Offices in Bulloch County, GA
By Daniel Good

Now I have

Post Offices were established and discontinued

left out Aunt Mellissa at Portal, and the Wornacks.
Where do they come in?

There was Pearl, Hardy, Rosa

through the years.

Each one was of importance to the

and Azor: and, of course, Dr. Clifford Miller, who

surrounding area and pioneer settlements it served.

married Pearl and was doctor to all the Moore clan.

Some

He was such a humanitarian and splendid person.

others have long since served their purpose and are

Margaret,

did

you

know Mama

car.

last

Alabama.

time

no longer even remembered by the present generation.
While there are no visible signs remaining of

Owens had some kind of funny

many so-called "ghost towns" or discontinued post

He was still living in Atlanta,

guess,

to

Owens Okarma's son carried

Grandpa Moore's funeral?
Mama and me up there.

carried me

have grown into larger postal off ices, whereas

Harriet

wrote

from

89 now I

offices, persons interested in studying local history

Sylacuga,

can locate information t~rough a diligent search of

Well we made the trip up to Statesboro O.K.

There he made the wrong way around the square.
police chief stopped him and came to the car.

The

Before

old

maps,

plats,

tax

books,

church

newspapers and other written sources.

records,

One can also

talk with "old timers" and others interested in local

he could ticket Owens, Mama spoke up, "Aren't you -

history.

(so and so) DeLoach?"

to view and take photographs of old post office
sites.

said,

"I

was

Why, of course he was, as Mama

Cynthia

Moore. "

The

policeman

Field trips are necessary around the county

There

In Bulloch County some 92 post off ices existed

the receiving line of Moore sisters was a mile long.

over the years and today there is uncertainty as to

Each one had to embrace Marna, reach down and hug me.

exact sites.

apologized and sent us on our way to Portal.

Some of the earlier post offices were

We went to the church and viewed Grandpa Moore.

so small and short-lived that they did not appear on

He was in his Confederate uniform and the Confederate

maps: and now, many years later, it is difficult to

Flag was draped around the casket.

Pin-point exact locations.
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Two

papers,

students, follow.

written

by

Georgia

PrOCtor and Irie,

Southern

Georgia Southern College

A

Acknowledgements

school and store was established and the corrmuni ty
became known as Westside,

Lost Post Offices

By Ryan Johnson

Westside Community grew from the

Sam Post Office, which was discontinued in 1904.

GI\: TWo

named after the school.

I would like to acknowledge the assistance that

The other paper on Proctor and Irie illustrate the

was provided me by Dr. Henry J. Proctor.

i

problems associated with historical research and how

a great deal of groundwork up:::>n which I was able to

',

difficult it is to find written documentation about

build this paper including the location of Proctor,

these two p:::>st offices.

which I probably never would have found on my own.

I

Irie,

no

new

functions

p:::>st

In 1769, Adam Eirick received a Crown Grant for

both p:::>st office

sites are difficult to locate and few people living

500 acres of land on Black Creek and Upper Black
Creek. 1
This land was l .o cated in what is now the

in the area have knowledge of the p:::>st offices that

eastern part of Bulloch County.

were also discontinued in 1904.

Both papers should

given to a creek that ran through his property but

to do more studies of

with a corrupted spelling it became known as Irie

discontinued p:::>st offices and corrmunities they served

Creek, which then gave its name to the p:::>st office

in Bulloch County.

that was established along its banks.

offices declina:'I.

serve notice of

i

In the case of Proctor and
occurred

Consequently,

the

need

fi

after

the

He gave me

Eirick' s name was

As more people

moved into the area in the early 1800' s a church

known as the Fellowship Baptist Church was founded in
1844.

2

rnent>ers

In 1850, this church split with a group of
leaving

to

establish a

Primitive Baptist

Church about two miles down Mud Road from the old
church. 3
These churches are now differentiated by
the terms old or upper for the original and new or

i

lower for the new one.

' Ill
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Today, in this area, there are a few scattereq

I

Ivanhoe,

Proctor,

Irie,

and

probably

Stilson as well as from outlying areas not affiliated

there were two post offices, and a great deal of

with any settlement.
On February 14, 1882 the post office that was to

for

materialize

1;11

from

farmhouses and these two churches, but in the 1890 1 8
potential

11i

came

growth.

is

in

Why this growth did not

truth an unknown.

There are

be called Irie was formed by Frank Hatton, the then

4

practically no written accounts of this area or not

First Assistant Postmaster General.

many memories remain.

was to be located initially in the home of John F.
According to the application submitted to
Brannen.

It is possible that a full

understanding of the history of Irie and Proctor, the
two post offices in question, and the people they

The post office

the Postmaster General his home was two and one-half

served has been lost through the passage of time
(Figure 1).
There are tidbits of information and

miles east of Arcola and six and one-half miles west

mentions of Irie and Proctor to be found in the

home of John B. Thorne probably in the late l880's

recorded history of Bulloch County and from these an

because John F. Brannen moved to Statesboro.

idea of what these areas were like in their heyday

one of the first Trustees of the Statesboro Primitive
5
Baptist Church at its inception in 1891, and served
6
The
as Judge of County Court from 1894-1903.

can be gleaned.
In trying to do a study of this type there are
two main difficulties.

First, it is very difficult

to determine the exact dimensions of the area in
question

because

classical sense.

there
So

was never a

town in the

in order to define the limits of

one

good

the post office was moved to the
He was

Proctor post office was established some nine years
7
later on March 18, 1891 by S. A. Whitfield.
It was
to be in the home of Henry J. Proctor, Jr. which was

For

located between Irie and Ivanhoe.
These post offices performed a vital function

source of raw data is church

for the people living in this part of Bulloch County.

the study the researcher must be arbitrary.
example,

of Ivanhoe by road.

records, but people that attended the Old Fellowship

Since

Church, which is located in the vicinity of Proctor,

limited to horses, horse drawn wagons, or walking,

60

in

the 1880's and 90's transportation was

61

people were not able to travel far on a regular basis
because of the time required, so easy access to some
basic necessities and mail was needed.

Ii' i'
'i I'
l!

I
,11111

function

as

what

the

German

They began to

geographer Walter

Christaller called "central places".

A central place

1

'!1

111

of the approximate population of the area between
Irie and Ivanhoe. If the membership of both churches
cont>ined totaled about 200 people then the population
of the area probably did not exceed 300 with the

that

majority living in the Ivanhoe area where there was a

exists to provide goods and services to a surrounding
8
hinterland.
In the case of Irie and Proctor the

railroad station providing better accessibility to

provided service was initially just mail.

Road.

is,

according

to

Christaller,

a

settlement

the markets in Statesboro and Savannah than the Mud
However, Irie and Proctor's chance to develop

There was some increase of population in Irie

into more than just rural post offices was lost when

and Proctor between 1880 and 1900 that came with the
This

the Statesboro-Savannah Railroad bypassed them and
10
was built to the north thr.ough Stilson in 1899.
Stilson then became the major town in the area

increase in population can be seen in the membership

and since it was only about two miles from Proctor

of the Old Fellowship Church in this time period.

In

and Irie it became more convenient for people to go

1850 there were 29 people that belonged to this

to Stil~on for the goods and services since that was

church, which was just less than half the membership

where the railroad was.

of the year before which shows that the schism was

hopes of Proctor and Irie for becoming towns in every

about even, in 1867 there were 58 members, in 1876 a

sense of the word because, as one man's saying goes,

total

These
9
statistics include both white and black members.

"Transportation is the maker and breaker of
• t'
.. 11
.
.
The lack of g ood transportation
killed
C i ies.

Since when the church split, it divided into groups

Proctor and Irie before the Depression drove so many

of approximately equal size.

people out of the rural south.

general growth throughout the whole of Bulloch County
that accompanied the coming of the railroads.

11

grew at approximately the same rate, giving some idea

of

83,

and

101

members

in

1894.

It is within the realm

of possibility that the New Fellowship Church also
62

With the railroad went the

Also with the coming

of rural free delivery of mail in 1904; even the two
63

post

offices

central
1111 /

I

were

place

discontinued

function

remained

the

Fran 5am, Georgia to Westside Coommity

last

By Hunt sanders

effectively

Georgia Southern College

taking the last reason for a town existing in either
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becoming more and more urbanized.
small

rural

As a result, many

towns and comnunities have declined.

When one of these towns or comnunities declines, a
history ~nd heritage rich with the origin, growth of
southern states declines with it.

The purpose of

this paper is to discuss the origin, growth, and
decline of Sam, Georgia, which later became known as
Westside Corrmunity.
Most all of the information obtained for this
paper was from personal interviews.

Although most

lOBrannen, Life, p. 76.1

information is valid, it cannot be certain that all

11

facts are necessarily true.

or. Daniel B. Good. "Urban Geography" lecture,
January 20, 1989.
64

65

However, enough facts

i

are given to make many useful speculations and/or

after the establishment of the post office and store

generalizations about Sam and Westside.

in 1892 due to the increasing demand for cotton in

There seems to be little known about the actual

the United States at this time.

The author also

origin of Sam or the first people who settled here.

believes that the farmers around Sam began to farm

The author believes, however, that the first people

larger tracks of land in order to produce substantial

I

to

cotton yields.

I

self-supporting

I

evidence of a local store in the area of Sam before

done by the use of animals, mainly mules, and the

1892 and transportation in the form of horse and

amount of labor required to tend just one farm was

too slow to travel to other towns for

tremendous compared to farming practices today (P.

11

'"
111

I I

~

settle

wagon was
supplies,
little

in

the

Sam

area

farmers.

must

Because

have

there

been
is

no

the ear 1y settlers of Sam had to depend
on . goods

1989).

All farming at this time was

This

labor demand was met

by

neighboring towns and had to produce most of their

portion of the profit they produced, and the number

everyday

of sharecroppers per farm varied depending on the

1890,

themselves.

produced

Nessmith,

the farmers needed

sharecroppers that lived .a nd worked on farms for a

settled

services

larger labor forces.

result,

from

needs

and

As a

Once

enough

people

in the Sam area of Bulloch County around

there became a need for a central place to

provide basic necessities to the community.

size of individual farms

(P.

Smith,

1989).

As a

result of the increasing farm size and the increasing

In 1892

numbers of sharecroppers, there became an increasing

Sam Post Office and store was opened by Moses A.

number of people that settled in the Sam area and the

Newton.

author believes there was the potential for Sam to

Hence the area of present day Westside was

originally given the name of Sam for postal purposes.
The

establishment

of

Sam

Post

Office

and

store

suggested that the farming settlers of Sam became
less

self-sufficient

and

began

to

produce

nonconsumable goods, like cotton, for profit.

more
Thus,

become
However,

an

urban

place

1892

and

1904.

Sam was not able to become developed for

several reasons.
The

first of these reasons was the event of

Rural Free Delivery to Bulloch County in 1904 (D. B.

the author believes that Sam, Georgia began to grow
66

between

67

Good, 1989).

This did away with the need for a local

post off ice at Sam, and in 1904 Sam Post Office
closed under the supervision of John Campbell.

This

event marked the eventual downfall of Sam, Georgia,
and though the store at Sam may have remained open
until around 1910, Sam was beginning to lose its
potential to become an urban place.
A second reason why Sam did not become developed
1111

was

the onset of mail order catalogs to Bulloch

County

around

1913

(D.

B.

Good,

1989}.

This

development allowed farmers to order goods from large
manufacturers
doorstep.

that

could

be

delivered

to

their

Now the potential for the development of

any larger stores in Sam that would provide goods to
farmers

was

lost,

and

the

author

believes

that

potential for Sam to develop continued to decline.
A final reason for nonurbanization of Sam was
the invention of the automobile.

The first auto-

mobile came to the Sam area around 1916 (P. Nessmith,
1989).

The

presence

of

the

automobile

in

the

cOltllluni ty made access to neighboring cities easier
because it reduced the amount of time it took to
travel to them.

Now farmers could travel to other

cities in a relatively short time, and the author
68

t,elieves if there was a store at Sam during this time
it would have closed because goods and services could
easily be purchased from Statesboro, only six miles
away.

Even though Sam had lost its potential to become

urban and

it eventually became extinct,

there is

evidence that the population in the Sam area declined
very little, if at all.

One piece of evidence that

supports this is that there was a medical doctor
practicing in the corrmunity during the decline of
Sam, who continued to practice until around 1920.
Berry and Garrison (1958}

showed that the minimum

threshold size for a doctor is around 380 people; if
the population in Sam had declined drastically before
1920 then the author believe the physician at Sam,
Doctor Alderman, would have left due to the small
The fact that Doctor
threshold within the area.
Alderman left Sam around the time the automobile was
introduced suggests he left the community when people
started seeking medical attention elsewhere, and not
because of a population loss within the corrmunity.
The agricultural corrmunity of Sam began to grow
after Dr.

Alderman left,

and

growth

the

between

of

corrmunity
69

in response to the
1929

and

1930,

1111111
I

,,,
1)

I

I

Westside Comnunity School with nine grades taught by

another

eleven teachers and a principal was established by

westside ( P. Nessmith, 1989) •

Bulloch County Board of Education and the comnunity

routes were improved, the accessibility to Statesboro

was given the name Westside (C. Smith, 1989).

As a

was even more convenient and it allowed Statesboro to

result of the school, a store was opened around 1929

dominate Westside even more. Also, the beginning of

by Cleveland Parrish that sold low order goods to the

runerican involvement in World War II in 1941 affected

construction workers that built the school and to

Westside

Westside Comnunity.

Westside that served in World War II never returned

Westside reached its peak around

factor

(P.

that

impaired

Nessmith

the

development

of

Once transportation

1989).

Many

people

from

1935 with about 500 people, a school and a store (P.
Nessmith, 1989).

because

After about 1935, though, Westside began to
decline for many reasons.
The people of Westside
were already depending on Statesboro to provide most

Nessmith, 1989).
during the 1970 ' s

goods and services for them, and Westside had no

from

chance to develop before many forces started acting
upon it.

Savannah to work at better paying industrial jobs

The first of these forces was the mechanization
of farms between 1937 and 1940 which reduced the

they moved

to

other

towns,

particularly

northern cities to work in industrial type jobs (P.
A final factor that helped in the

decline of Westside was industry moving to the south

that

Westside
became

( C. Smith, 1989) •

began

to

availabl~

move

when

to

Many farmers
Statesboro

industry

moved

and
into

Southeast Georgia (C. Smith, 1989).
With

all

of

these

and

other

forces

acting

number of sharecroppers that were needed to maintain

against the small corrmunity of Westside, there was no

farms, and many sharecroppers in Westside area had to

hope of Westside ever becoming more than a rural

leave because less labor was needed (C. Smith, 1989).

comnunity.

Road improvements, mainly the grading and widening of

continued to farm the Westside area, but most of

Westside Highway to Statesboro between 1932-1933 and

Westside' s

the

thirties was beginning to leave by the late nineteen

paving

of Westside Highway around 1945,
70

was

Farmers
abundant

with

their

population

71

heavy machinery
of

the

nineteen

forties and in 1954 or 1955 Westside School closed
(P.

Nessmith,

Even though the school was

1989).

bought by Mrs. Jewel Franklin, who made it a private
school

for

two years and then later used by the

county

for

an elementary school ,

destined

to

However,

the

Cleveland

become

dormant

county

Parrish

store

Nessmith,

that

produced by a central place (T. A. Hartshorn, 1980).
Sam Post Office was a low level central place that

provided the mail service and low order necessity

after the school closed.

central

corrmunity.

a

slow

declining

rural

place

theory

does

not

seem

to

be

as

applicable to the corrmunity because the people around

Most of the population consists of aging

the Sam area began to tr?vel greater distances for

or second generation farmers and people who reside in
Westside, but work in Statesboro or other neighboring

lower order goods and services.
Another concept of urban geography that can be

towns

in

associated

jobs.

The school building of Westside has become a

industrial,

professional and other type

concept

of

with the central place theory is the
sphere

of

influence.

A sphere

of

meeting place for the Statesboro Chapter of Shriners

influence of an urban place can be defined as the

and the country store, now owned by Curtis Deal,

influence out from an urban place's center beyond

still provides Westside with low order goods.

which the domination of the central place weakens

Even though Sam and Westside never became urban
places, several different concepts of urban geography
seem
111

evolve based on the amount of goods and services

After the development of the automobile, however, the

is

Mock

services and that different levels of central places

continued to serve the conmunity with low order goods

by

Pat

started by

travel to the closest central place to buy goods and

type goods for the local farmers of the corrnnunity.

Westside

bought

was

1989).

idea that consumers will

and

Today,

was

(P.

the school was

theory is based on the

to

Westside.

apply

to the development of Sam and/or

One theory,

the central place theory,

seems to apply well to the development of Sam.

72

(T. A. Hartshorn, 1980).
six miles

Westside is located only

from Statesboro,

the dominating city in

Bulloch County, and it has always had a very small
sphere of

influence which the author believes has

This
73

I
lllli

1

11111

I

never been more than a four or five mile radius
around the country store at Westside. Statesboro has
a much larger sphere of influence and dominated
Westside particularly after the development of the
automobile and road improvements to Westside, and
today Statesboro provides almost all of the goods and
services to Westside.
One final concept of urban geography in relation
to Westside is the Colby hypothesis.

This hypothesis

deals with land use patterns and it states that there
'I
11:1

are centripetal and centrifugal forces acting on a
city at the same time and that these forces influence
the way land use develops within a city (C. C. Colby,
1933).

In the develor:ment of Westside the author i s

not as concerned with the land use patterns as he is
with the development aspects of the community, and
1

1'1111

II
1

the other hand forces like the closing of the Sam
post Office, the development of the automobile, and
the merchanization of farms, and the closing of the
school, can be described as centrifugal forces that
forced people out of the community.
that

the

centrifugal

centripetal forces of

and Westside and, thus, the

Hartshorn, Truman A. Interpreting the City and Urban
Georgraphy. John Wiley and Son, Inc., 1980.

forces can be applied to the development of a city as

Smith, Cluise.

Personal interview.
Personal interview.

development of Westside and/or Sam, forces like the
demand for cotton, the development of a post off ice
and a store, and the enlargement of farms and labor
forces were forces that attracted people to Westside
and they can be considered centripetal forces.
74

the

Good, Daniel B. Geography' 452 Lecture Series.
Georgia Southern College.
Winter Quarter.
1989.

Nessmith, Paul.

In the

outweighed

corrmunity never developed.
References
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the same concept of centripetal versus centrifugal
well as the development of its land uses.

Sam

forces

It is obvious

on
75

10 Feb. 1989.
10 Feb. 1989.
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on him to remove the sand.

By Rita T. Wall
1

An

1111
11111

where the present jail is located, and according to

Altercation on the Streets of Stateboro

Mrs. Maude Edge who 35-or-so years ago published an

After reading Maggie Collins' article on Charles
Pretorius
History

!111

in
(p.

Book 7,
59)

I

Readings

realized

chapter which I could supply.

111/

in Bulloch Counti

there was

a

missing

Pretorius was also a

article in the local paper on this happening, was the
public hitching yard, and was so-called because the
horses and mules were so emaciated.

Our ancestors in

that far-away time did not know how to grow and store

"horse doctor", as was his brother-in-law Doc Waters.

forage for their livestock.

This was a profession often called on to treat ailing

washed off the disemboweled man, Pretorius went to

human beings in that day of scarce and scattered
doctors.

work on him.

In July 1865, A_ R____, planter, and builder of
11

The boneyard was about

When they got the sand

He packed his intestines back inside

him and began sewing him up, using split beargrass
for sutures.

Beargrass i~ a tough, non-rotting grass

one of the great millponds on Lotts Creek, made a

much used in those distant days to sew up wounded

spectacle of knocking T___ A

animals, and also to hang up cured hams, shoulders,

"a-winding" on

the square of Statesboro ( the courthouse had been

and midlings in the smokehouses.

burned by the enemy six months before, and C..eorgia

was completed, they laid the wounded man in a wagcn

was still under military occupation).

and hauled him home.

As soon as

When the surgery

According to Mrs. Edge, the

T ___ regained his balance, he whipped out his knife

sutures

and

recovered, but he had a much larger bay window than

came

across

A_' s

"bay

window"

in

a

long

all

held

and

Miller

R__

eventually

horizontal slice that emptied out his intestines in a

he formerly had.

mass. The onlookers gathered, sent for Pretorius, and

happening the man became a model citizen and never

then carried the wounded man down to the boneyard and

again walked up to other men in town to knock the

laid him out on the ground by the horse trough and

breath out of them with his fist, or kick their shins

began picking up buckets of water which they sloched

or stomp their feet.

76

And she reported that after this

As for Thomas, he was hauled

77

into

court where he

confessed his guilt and was

released.
Edge did not have.

1r
II

pushing one's thumb under

a downed man's

eyeball and thrusting it out, an activity that left

But this writer is privy to information Mrs,
as

act of

On the morning of this happening,

P _ _ A__ A

,

T___ • wife,

was cooking

half the men of that place one-eyed.

It was said

that there was nothing unusual in seeing eyeballs in
the

sand

at

the

crossroads

on

Sunday

morning.

breakfast, he was sitting with one foot crossed over

Sometimes

his knee and was "stropping" his knife on the sole of

one-eyed,

his foot.

resulted in the legislature passing a law making it

P___ A_·- .- said to him, "T___ , what in

the world are you sharpening your knife so sharp
for?"

He replied,

did hit T ___, and T

blind,

which

to Dublin went along the old Sunbury Trail which

then cut his intestines

passed through Cobbtown (~rossed what is now I-16 at

Cobbtown Sports?
of

completely

In the early 1800's the stagecoach from Savannah

Mills
number

him

So that day A_

out.
A

leaving

illegal to gouge a man already blind in one eye.

"If A_ R_ _ hits me today I'm

gain' to cut his 'intestines' out."

they would gouge a man who was already

Bulloch

Woodard's

travelers).

County

citizens

are

way-station

Woodard's

and

slept

just west of

(It took three days and

descended from the settlers around Cobbtown, Georgia.

three nights

Perhaps

stopped at Cobbtown, these .bullies would attack the

they are

unaware of

the

history of that

this

fed

station was

present-day Metter, Georgia.
for

which

journey) .

once-famous place, or the aura that still overhangs

stagecoach drivers,

it.

engage them in fisticuffs,

These

settlers were

Irish,

and one of the

characteristics of the Irish was the propensity for
fisticuffs--the art of breaking skulls and fists.

on

that

the

stages

When the stage

dragging them from the box to
carried

regardless of the fact
U.S.

Mail

as

well

as

One of these drivers was

passengers and freight.

Saturday evening, the week's work being done, the men

Nelson Dickerson who would snatch off his shirt when

would

they dragged him from the stage box, so they could

gather

at

the

crossroads

and

begin

their

sparring, the final stage of which was "gouging", the

78

Half a century later he

not catch hold of him.
79

boasted to his grandson Wayne Turner, that he never

be disciplined.

"toted" a beating from them.

got married--and

An approximate date can

be put on this period of our history:

I
i/1111

Dickerson was

To get even with Mr. Bowen, one even
lived unhappily ever afterwards.

r,tr. Bowen finally got rid of all the troublemakers

out on his run on the night of the "Rain of Stars, 11

and was able to run his school like he wanted.

Noverrt>er 12-13, 1833.

smart-alecks,

He told his grandson that it

articles

on Aaron Station have

appeared in Readings in Bulloch County History.
would

like

century,

to

the

inclination

contribute.

At

people around
for

school

the

that

and

brought

in

was

of the

area had

little

learning,

soundly

I

turn

and

disinclination rubbed off on their children.
teacher

fellows,

the slow

so that education became respectable and desirable.

Mr. Bowen's School
of

little timid

learners, all suddenly began to give their attention

looked to him like every star in the sky would fall.
A number

the

The

thrashed

the

Every
by the

"scholars" and run off, a matter treated as a joke by

The school

became

famous

for

the quality of its

education.

Their

Dues

in F.arly Bulloch Comity History

No one now living knows what started the feud
between neighbors-millers. W

B

( Big B

)

and A_ R_ _ , but it was a bitter, vengeful thin<;

,md lasted a lifetime.
the

biggest

The men were owners of two of

millponds

on

Lotts

Creek.

These

millponds,

sources of power, were indispensable in

authorities went down to Excelsior, a famous school,

our

history.

and

c:leaned

parents.

many

brought

in a

Finally
man

the

named

"scholars" attacked him too,

frustrated

school

Eleazer Bowen.

The
and when they did he

early

rice,

and

They
sawed

ground

corn

timber.

and

wheat,

They

were

transportation for all kinds of goods, even timber,

fought back, soundly whipped them and ran them off.

for they were equipped with locks to turn rafts of

When the daddies show up, he whipped them too and ran

logs through on their way to the coast.

No one now

them

kncws when R_ _ ' Mill was built, but B

's Mill

off.

causing

There were also

trouble,

and

them

some
he

"frisky"
dealt

girls

with

so

effectively that two or three quit school rather than

80

was

built

sometime after

Pioneer-Revolutionary

War
81

1814 by Ansel
veteran

who

Parrish,

settled. in

Bulloch County in the late 1 700 's.

NEVILS CREEK PRIMITIVE BAP.ris.r CHURCH,

( He made the

first will ever recorded in Bulloch County).

Sketches of F.arly History
Fran a Speech to the Bulloch County

This

feud was a long time ago, back in "old slave times".

Historical Society in 1973

It finally came to a head when a neighbor reported to
R_ _ that B

By R. Frank Saunders, Jr.

was going to catch up a great head

of water and then open all his gates at once and
break his dam.
R__

hired a man to sleep in his millhouse and

keep watch, but the job was so ornery he finally quit
and went to Savannah town, and no one else could be
hired to take his place.

And so R _ _ contrived a

flutter wheel down by his sluce gates with a long
cord from it to a bell in his sleeping chamber which
was on the second floor of his house.
up the hill

from the pond dam,

The house was

a big two-story

mansion house with long verandas on both floors (from
the upper of which he watched his slaves at work in
the fields).

So one night that bell began to ring.

R__ ran as fast as he could down to the millhouse,
his night shirt flying in the wind.

And he began

leaning on his levers to pull gates--thirty-three
gates in all.

He afterwards reported that the water

was coming down the creek like waves on the ocean.
Luck was with him.

He saved his pond.
82

During the brief term of Georgia's second royal
governor, Henry Ell is, the colonial assembly passed

an act dated March 17, 1758, dividing the Province of
Georgia into eight parishes. The act provided for the
establishment of the Church of England in the colony

and

accorded

dissenters
excluded.

religious

freedom

in the province.

to

the

numerous

Only Catholics were

Undoubtedly there were a few Baptists

already in Georgia by this time.
St. Philips Parish was designated as the town of
Hardwicke and district of Ogeechee on the south side
of the river Great Ogeechee extending northwest up
said river as far as the lower Indian trading path
leading

from

Mt.

Pleasant

and

southward

from

Hardwicke

as far as the swamp of James Dunham,
including the settlement on the north side of the

north branch of the Tredway River and Ossabaw Island.
St. Phiiips Parish encompassed the lands that later
83

became Bryan and Bulloch counties.

I

Early deeds in
the Bulloch County Courthouse refer to grants of lana
by George III in St. Philips Parish. Bulloch County

was

gradually

populated

by

Salzburgers

from

the

Ebenezer colony who ~ought new lands and by the hardy

John Nevil has become a significant personage

in the tradition of Nevils Creek Baptist Church and
if you

have

visited the church no doubt you've

noticed the marker to his memory that was placed
directly in front of the entrance. Several years ago

Carolina who came into the pine barrens after the

the DAR ladies from Screven County erected this
memorial on this site since the grave of John Nevil

Ii

Indian treaty of 1773.

was unknown.

I

River was good oak and hickory land and was settled

pioneers

I

111

11

I

1;

1i

same,

first.

from Virginia,

North Carolina and South
The land along the Ogeechee

Adjacent were the pine barrens that attracted

stockmen.

Initially the area along Old River Road, a

sites in its 183 years.

Originally it was located on

Bonnell' s Creek (Nevils Creek).

According to Mr.

pioneer trace, became the most densely populated area
of the county.

John Olliff, the first b~ilding was on land that is

After the Revolution, Georgia awarded lands to

until it was moved to the vicinity of Finch's Old

presently the Frank Newton estate.

It remained there

Revolutionary soldiers who could produce certificates

Mill.

attesting to patriot military service.

John Nevil,

reason for moving but it is evident, though counter

popularly cited as a chaplain in the Second South

to popular belief, that Sherman's men did not play

Carolina Regiment migrated to Georgia in the l 780's

careless with matches and prompted the move.

and

building committee for a new church included J. C.

was

granted land along Bonnell

became known as Nevils Creek.

l

Nevils Creek Church has occupied three separate

It

Creek,

later

is not known

Finch,

The Minutes of August, September 1887 give no

w.

The

R. Sills, Oliver Finch, and D. L. Rigdon.

w.

whether John Nevil was among those who founded Nevils

This building was erected in what is today Mr.

Creek Primitive Baptist Church in 1790 or i f he

Finch's pasture on the Rocky Ford Road.

granted land to the church.

graveyard, visible from the highway, stands near the
site.

Most assume, however,

that the church as.sumed the place name.
84

Just the

85

S.

A small

The Church Minutes of June 26, 1915 read thusly:
Moved and seconded by the Church that this church be
moved from this place down the creek some two or
three miles to another location.
Forthwith a
committee composed of W. J. Blackburn, A. R. Newton,
M. R. Hendrix, R. R. Hendrix, and T. H. Hendrix was
named for the purpose of choosing and looking after
the building.
A warranty deed, filed October 16,
1915,
and recorded in Book 49, Folio 22 in the
Bulloch County Courthouse, J. T. Hendrix conveyed to
W. J. Blackburn, R. R. Hendrix, T. B. Hendrix and
M. R. Hendrix one acre of land in the 46th District,
/I

bounded by land of J. T. Hendrix, Bay Gall Creek, and
Olliff

I/

II

I1::
I

t
111

Bay School

to

Primitive Baptist Church.
church stands.

be

used

for

Nevils

Creek

Upon this site the present

Even though the early minutes of the church are
lost, the Constitution of the Church that was adopted
in 1814 and signed by the membership provides
invaluable information about its early history.
I
should like to read part of this document to you.
We the Church of Christ at Bonnell Creek was
constituted the 17th of May 1792 by Alexander
Scott and other helps.
We, whose names are
underwritten, have been baptized upon profession
of our faith in Christ and believing it to be
86

our duty to walk in all the ordinances of the
gospel do declare our belief of all the
doctrines of the Old and New Testaments
preferring the explanation of them by the author
of the Baptist Confession of faith and such as
agree with them, to any that we see and we very
sensible that our conduct and conversation both
in the church and in the world ought to
correspond with this sublime and holy system of
divine truth.
1. To exercise a conscience void of offense
toward
God
and
man,
live
sober 1y,
righteously, and piously in this world
endeavoring by all lawful means to preserve
(?) the peace (?) and welfare of society in
general.
2.
As to our regard to each other, in our
church coomunion we feel ourselves bound to
walk with (?) each other in all humility and
brotherly love, to watch over each others
conduct to stir (?) in one another to love
.and good works, never (?) forgetting the
assembling of ourselves together as we have
opportunity to worship God and according to
his righteous will and when cases require
such means ••• to sympathize with each other in
all conditions bearing with each others
weaknesses and other imperfections we view it
as absolutely necessary to our peace and
prosperity and the honor . of God to carefully
maintain a strict gospel discipline all other
duties together with those that respect the
·most peaceful (?) and charitable conduct
towards all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in
87

sincerity and a zeal according to knowledge
for the propagation of the gospel we desire
and engage (?) to perform according to our
ability
through
the
gracious
humble
assistance of God. While we both admire and
adore the grace that has been given us a name
in his house so much better than that of sons
and daughters.
In testimony of our unanimous consent to the
aforesaid doctrine, duties, and covenant we most
cheerfully subscribe our names.
A record of the males this done 1814:

11111

John Standford
Luke Meazele
Charles James
John Fleeton
Joseph Lewis
Garrett Williams
Patrick Derby
William Brannen
David Hurley
Barnet Mical
George
Daniel Lester
Philip Griner
David Surrmerlin
*Samuel Williams
David Goodman
Jesse Aycock

Jesse Mizel
Samuel Wiliams
Francis Akins
Robert Donaldson
*Ballon Ginn
William Kerby
William Parker
Archibald Miller
Dugal Graham
Eldred Faircloth
David Hart
Benjamin Miller
James Thomas
Jacob Tarver
Tom Linear
Jesse Slater
Zachariah Cowart
Females

Mary Ann Bonnett
Mary Hendrix

Agnes Edmisin (?)
Phelby Matthews
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Mccalls Creecy
Mark Monk
Faraba Hart
Elizabeth McCall
Nancy King
Pennelopy Chester
___..,..Rogers
Mary Williams
Elender Kirby
Sary Williams
Sary
Elizabeth McDonnel
Sary Dun
Mary Akins
Ann Hart
Susanna Williams
Lydia Hurley
Civil Jones
Jamimah Miller
Cravy
Sary Mccall
Seletee McCall
Margit Donaldson
Jane Mickel
Ferreby Patrick
Elizabeth Jones

Susanna Meazels
Nanct Douglas
Rachel Stanford
Sary Blunt
Elizabeth Fleeton
Sary Parker
Elizabeth Lewis
Sarah Prigian
Milly Prigian
Sary Hendrix
Mary Mills
Martha Brown
Mary Hendrix
Milly Armstrong
Neomy Beazley
Rebeccah Bennett
Pheriby Beazley
Sary Slater
Flory Graham
Unity Faircloth
Sary swet
Elizabeth Brannen
Hannah Jordon
Ann Linear
Clarissa Williams
Mary Miller

---

Second entry: Willey Hendrix, Jan. the 5th (no
year given) in Vol. I of Minutes.
Articles
general:
1.

of

faith

held

by

the

Baptist

in

We believe in one living and true God and
that there are three persons in the godhead,
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
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2.

3.

4.

11

5.

/ 11
I 11

1,

6.

1i

7.

1

/

I

8.
9.

10.

are regularly called to ordination by laying
on of hands by presbytery.

We believe the scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments are the word of God and the only
rule of faith and practice and we take the
New Testament for we are not under the law
but under grace.

We believe in the resurrection of the dead
and in future rewards and punishment.
We
believe the punishment of the wicked will be
everlasting and the joys of the just will be
eternally so. Amen.

11.

We believe in the doctrine of eternal and
particular election.
We believe in the doctrine of original
transgression and sin.
We believe in man's impotency and inability
to recover himself from the state he is in
by nature of his own free will or ability.
We believe that sinners are justified in the
sight
of
God
only
by
the
imputed
righteousness of Jesus Christ.
We the elect of God shall
be called
regenerated and sanctified by
the Holy
Ghost.
We believe the saints shall persevere in
grace never (finely) (?) fall away.
We believe baptism and the Lord's Supper are
ordinances of Jesus Christ
and true
believers
the only subjects of these
ordinances and the true mode of baptizing is
immersion.

We believe that no man has a right to
administer these ordinances only those who
90

Anyone who reads the minutes of Nevils Creek
Baptist

Church

would be

impressed by the strict

discipline

exercised

by

conferences

over

lives

Numerous
cites
before

the

the

monthly

of

the

church

membership.

accounts are given where the conference

members

for variou~ charges to be brought

conference.

dismissed,

Individuals

exc01m1unicated,

were

frequently

and restored.

One

is

reminded of John Calvin's Geneva experiment and the
rigid discipline found in the congregational church
of Massachusetts Bay.
Primitive

Baptist

other interesting facets of

belief

and

practice

that

are

revealed in the minutes include the doctrine of the
elect,

laying

on of hands,

closed corrmunion and

washing of feet.
Rules to be Qlserved in Conference
l.

2.

Any member intending to speak shall stand up and
direct his speech to the question in debate.
No member ought to speak more than twice in one
debate without leave from the Church.
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3.
4.

5.
6.

I

No one shall offer to interrupt while speaking
nor speak till other sits down.
No one shall be allowed the privilege of
endeavoring to pervert the sense of another
speech.
The members shall forbear talking one to another
speaker and keep high silence while one is
Speaking.

The moderator shall have power on all debate to
CO!Iltland silence when needful.
7.
In all cases decided by vote the moderator shall
not have a vote unless the members are equally
divided in which case he shall decide.
8.
When two or more members shall rise at one time
the moderator shall have liberty to name the
person that shall speak first.
9.
Any member that shall absent himself two meetings
shall be cited to the third.
The size of the congregation of Nevils Creek has
fluctuated through the years.
rural

church,

hundred.

Traditionally a small

its membership has never reached a

Seventy-nine members subscribed their names

to the Constitution of the Church in 1814.

Ten years

later, 1824, the total membership was seventy-seven.
In 1840 the membership was 36: 1850 - 61.

'ii
11

During the antebellum period, Negro slaves were
frequently

admitted

to

fellowship.

The

first

citation relating to a Black member is found in the
minutes of April 1816, which reads:

"The clerk is

instructed to prepare a letter for Sister Holly and
for a black sister named Eve--the property of Brother
Hart from Mt. Pleasant."
In May 1816, the following entry:

"A Negro

woman named Clery, the property of James Griner, was
received by a permit from her master."
the church
slaves:

in

1842 -

1830

listed 8

13 slaves:

The record of

slaves: 1832 - 10

1852 -

24 slaves which

accounted for over 50% of the membership for 1852.
After the Civil War and emancipation, some Negroes
remained in the church.

The church record of 1876

lists 11 Negro members which accounted for over 50%
of the membership for 1852.

As late as 1883, four

Negro members remained.
Among

Since

the

most

distinguished

Negroes

who

church records are either lost or very brief and do

belonged to Nevils Creek Baptist Church was Aaron

not include association letters or frequent lists of

Munlin,

members, information is scant for the 1860's, 1870's,

licensed to preach in Nevils Creek Church on December

1880's, 1890's and early 1900's.

7,

The record of the

year 1905 reports a membership of 49: 1931 - there
were 24: 1941 - 24: 1952 - 19.
92

who

1878.

sometimes

became
Mulin

in

Elder Aaron Munlin.
preached

Missionary

Nevils

Baptist

Churches when invited by them.
93

at

and

He was
Creek

and

Methodist

and his wife

Nevils Creek Church has been a member of the

Lucinda and two others, were constituted into Banks

Lotts Creek Primitive Baptist Association since 1912.

Creek Primitive Baptist Church by Elder M. F. Stubbs

In the past it has also been affiliated with the

and

aepzibah and Lower Canoochee Associations.

On

May 16,

Elder

1879, Aaron Munlin,

Matthew

Donaldson.

Aaron Munlin was
ordained by the sam,e elders and called to pastor
Banks Creek in 1880.

With the exception of four

years, he held that position until his death on April
7 I 1911.
Time does not permit me to mention the names of
all deacons and pastors who labored in Christian
service at Nevils Creek.
The names of Matthew
Donaldson,

Wiley

Hendrix,

John

Stanford,

Peter

Rogers, Abenar Stubbs, M. Dutton, E. Brannen, Joseph
Wilson,

J.

L. Smith, M. F. Stubbs, J. H. Sanders,

E.W. Powell, J. E. Strickland, V. Y. Spivey, P. C.
Banks,
/1/

//;/i/ 1

l//::1
1,I

Gilbert Cribbs are

inextricably

into the interesting history
Primitive Baptist Church.

Lynn.

of

interwoven

Nevils

Creek

The Church in 1973--pastored by Elder Wilmuth

Hendrix.

Deacons:

Daughtry,

Membership - 19.

Jack Mallard and B. J.

Its regular meetings held

on the first Sunday night, the third Saturday night
and the third Sunday of each month: conmunion given

!1/1

Ill

twice yearly--the t~ird Sunday in May and September.
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riders, was the elder in charge on the Burke circuit.

CHURCH, 1790-1990

ASsisting Hull in his ministry were two preachers,

By Fred W. Brogdon

John Crawford and Philip Mathews.
111111
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I
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Late in 1790 a Methodist Society that became

these ministers met with the Elder Hodges, his sons,

Union Church was organized on the Georgia frontier in

and most likely, members of the neighboring Mizell

The Hodges' homestead

and Williams families to create the society that

was located on the western side of the Ogeechee River
Hodges, a

~uld shortly become Union Church.
Soon the Methodists at Union set aside a tract

Revolutionary War veteran, had moved into the area

of land, known locally on early land records as the

only

"Meeting House Reserve", for the use of the church.

the home of Joshua Hodges, Sr.

in what would later become Bulloch County.
a

short

time

before

bringing

with

and Nathaniel.

at least by 1792 when early records indicate that a

All of these men would be connected with Union and

quarterly meeting of the Burke Circuit was held "at

the early Methodist movement in Bulloch County.

the Union Church or Meeting House" during that year.

youngest
1:I

11!1

an

A log meeting house was constructed on this property

were Joseph,

11

him

The sons

almost-grown family including four sons.

1

One or more of

son,

Joshua Jr. ,

Nathaniel,

Ben jam in,

The

had joined the Methodist

A 1794 land record identifies the early trustees

Church in Burke County at the age of eleven in 1788

at Unio~.

shortly before the family departed for the Bulloch

Joseph Jackson: Jarvis Jackson, the son of Joseph and

lands.

husband of catherine Hodges, one of the daughters of

He would

serve Union

in many capacities

before his death in 1858 at age eighty-two.
The Union Church was organized as part of the

Joshua:

These trustees were Joshua Hodges, Sr.:

Griffin Mizell,

church lands:

whose

lands bordered the

and Samuel Williams, who also lived

had been established at the 1787 General Conference

close to the meeting house.
From its founding to the present, Union Church

held in Charleston, South Carolina.

In late 1790,

has been housed in three structures all located on

Hope Hull, one of Georgia's most noted early circuit

virtual! y the same site of the meeting house lands.

Burke Circuit, one of the two Georgia circuits that

96
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In 1794 the Union Trustees received a head right plat
that instructed the county surveyor to lay out one

llii//1!

:/i.i: !

111

i//1

of 1794 but the state never issued a grant to match
the survey.

stalwart blows always hewing to the line.

This survey was conducted in the Fall
For some reason,

title to the land

passed to early trustee, Nathaniel Hodges. Hodges in
1834 transferred the lands to the church. At this
same time a new church building was constructed to
replace the earlier log structure. The new building

/11

was a plank structure that rested on log pillars.
had a steep roof and four evenly spaced windows.

//'''

/111//I

I
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and preached to the Union congregation.
frontier preacher, Lorenzo Dow.

capital, and held a two-day meeting.

furnished by two

Dow noted in

his journal that at the Union meeting "there was some
unusual

the structure was

Dow came to Union

directly from a visit to Louisville, then Georgia's

material

for

Union was

visited in 1803 by the colorful and controversial

quickening" •
at

There was also some controversy, not
a

Dow

meeting,

between

those

whose

brothers, Jim and Tim Davis, who operated a lumber

theological concepts were not in harmony with those

mill in the area.

of the traveling minister.

One of the carpenters was Robert

Stringer who crafted the beautiful hand-carved

circular altar rail still used in the church.

.1111/rn

It

Hull was

in charge of the Burke Circuit when Union was created

The present church building was constructed in
1884 during the ministry of T. I. Nease. Much of the

W.
I/

many prominent Methodist

First among
leaders have been linked with Union.
these was Hope Hull, the early circuit rider
nicknamed the "Broad-Axe" because he dealt in

hundred acres.
I

During its history,

on "to Kenootchy Creek".

Dow left Union and moved
Famous Methodist minister

Union

Bishop Francis Asbury traveled widely in Georgia but

tradition says that parts of the altar rail and some

his visits took him to the more populous regions of

of the pews used in this building were saved from the

the state and he apparently never preached at Union.

church built in the 1830 's.

Notches in the pews

other noted Methodists who were connected with Union

support this tradition because they date from an era

include Joshua Nichols Glenn who served the circuit
in the early 1820's.
Glenn later became the first
Methodist missionary to East Florida.
During the

when Methodist Churches segregated the congregation
by sex.

II
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same era, Union was also served by Peyton Libby Wade,
"Parson Wade", as he was conmonly known, eventually
established Wade plantation, one of the largest in

In 1884, Marvin
a grandson of Joshua Hodges, Sr.
Church was founded in Tattnall County and a prominent
leader in the establishment of this church was Joshua

southern Georgia.
Through the years Union has had
the good fortune to have been served by many devotea
ministers. Most served the small Union Church early

Lanier, a descendant of Union members.

in their careers.

Statesboro and Eureka.
Ever since 1949, Union has been a member of the

C. King,

In recent years, men like Gordon

Henry K. Erwin, Fred D. Mcclendon, F. J.

Jordon, and many others have followed the path first
opened by Hope Hull and Lorenzo Dow.
Union has never been a large church because of
her location and the small number of families that
live in the vicinity.

Nevertheless, the church has

been very influential in the growth of Methodism in
Georgia through the creation of other Methodist
churches.
Original
trustee,
Griffin Mizell,
eventually moved to Telfair County where he was
active in the churches of that
area.
Bulloch

County's

second Methodist Church,

New Hope,

grew

directly out of Union and Jarvis Jackson, trustee at
Union, was also one of the founding trustees of New
Hope.

Mt.

Zion,

now Brinson Methodist Church in

Decatur County in Southwest Georgia was founded in
1867 and one of the founders was Wade Peyton Hodges,
100

The Union

influence was also felt through the Mizell family in
Charlton County and also in the Methodist churches at

Bulloch Circuit. Her membership remains small and it
is only through the dedication and hard work of her
present members and the support of friends of the
church that she is able

t? survive.

Recently a new

church social hall was consecrated at Union and the
church was authorized as a "United Methodist Historic
Site"

by the Conmission on Archives and History.

Justifiably

proud

of

her

heritage,

Union

looks

forward to her third century.
Fred Brogdon teaches history at Georgia Southern
University.

He has deep roots in Union Church.

is the eldest grandchild of Mr.

He

Wade and "Miss"

Ophelia Hodges whose names were synonymous with Union
through

most

of

the

first

century.
101

six decades of this

Miss Ophelia played the pump organ at the church
1,1'.

1111

///I

and was the effective behind-the-scenes facilitator
of much that went on at Union, such as installing
electric lights and building the fence around the
cemetery.
Mr. Wade Hodges was the son of F.
son of Nathaniel

c.

Hodges, the

Hodges who was the son of Josh

Hodges, Sr., in whose home the church was organized.

1790,

the beg inning of a church where people

care about each other.
records

were

stories

have

few,

In the ear 1y pioneer days

but

been

thanks to family tradition

handed

down

from .parents

to

children that bring color and facts to the history of
this beautiful, loving church.
Though no hostilities have ever been reported
here stories have been told of the men taking their

1111

guns

11i

to

attacks.

church

as

a

precaution

against

Indian

Legend also has it that the first pastor

who lived across the Ogeec~ee River on each meeting
day swam his horse across the river, there being no

bridges or ferries then.

The beginning of Little

03eechee Church was first started when Hugh Graham
purchased a tract of land from the government and

1111

donated five acres of it for the church.
it

was

just

stated

as

a

"log

At the time

meeting

house".

Reverend William Cone of Bulloch County was the first
pastor,

with

Hugh

Graham

as

deacon

and

Robert

Donaldson, clerk.
The early minutes show a rigidity of discipline
and strict observance of rituals.

Once when the

congregation could not agree on a pastor they would
102

103

call they decided to have a day of fasting ana
prayer, then put the names in a hat and draw out one,
The records also show that during a drought there was
a pledge
rains".

"for daily fasting and prayer until it

It appears that the calling of a pastor each
year brought forth some die-hard objectors.
On
August 3,

1798 the congregation "moved again for

Brother Cone to take the Pastoral care of the church,
the call was signed by all except Brother Cook.

The

church consulted their minds and was still willing to
call Brother Cone and also thought Brother Cook was
filled with predigest spirit which caused him to
behold so many motes in his brother's eye, he was
laid under the displeasure of the church until next
meeting."
Another good example of discipline was when a
man and his wife were "excoomunicated from the church
and
coomunion
for
several
causes,
such
as
horse-racing, dancing and frequently using spiritous
iiquor.
Leaving the Oliver conmunity did not let you off
the hook for any unchristian practices as far as the
church was concerned.
In July 1804, a letter was
104

sent from Lotts Creek of ill

language against a

brother, the church laid it on him to return to his
brother and strive to get reconciled with him, and to
return to the Church and answer a few lines from
Evidently the erring brother did not comply
them.
for the records of October 1804 read:

"Brother sot

aside from our younan for disobeying the church."
The church had entered upon a second era in its
history when, in 1805, a coomittee named Brother
James Cook, Brother Hugh Graham and Brother Brannen
as trustees to superintend the building of a meeting
house.

The membership .had increased beyond the

capacity of the first log meeting house.
The second building was also of logs.

However,

great pride was shown in this new building for the
minutes

carried this statement,

"Agreed that the

meeting house bee hired out for one year to be kept
in decent order, Scoured, Swept, and Sanded for five
dollars."
Along with the supplanting of the first log
meeting house came the passing of some of the older
members,

the

church record of April 1808 reads:

"proceeded to choose as deacon Brother James Conner
in the room of Brother Cook, also agreed that Brother
105

Samuel Newton be the clerk.

There is no date given

Tlirough most of the history of the second log

when Reverend Cone was no longer the pastor, but the

meeting house Reverend John Stanford was pastor, he

records show that when the second log meeting house

passed

was

southwell was called and served until 1843.

built

Reverend

congregation.

1111

11

John

Stanford

headed

the

By 1810 they had 50 members.

away

in

1826

influence under Brother Southwell.

IJ'l1

in the mentioning of slaves as members of the church.

Little Ogeechee

I

By 1811 the number in fellowship was 70, including

increased to 137.
In June 1832,

slaves.
I'

111

The blacks were in strict account of their

conduct.

11111

I

A comnittee was appointed to wait on the

colored members,
membership.
slaves

to receive those who applied for

There must have been large numbers of

joining

since this conmittee asked

for a

secretary to help keep the records.

Reverend

John

L.

It seems

in 1831 was 94:

The membership of
by 1834 it had

Brother Southwell

proposed to

build a new meeting house which was agreed to, "the
church

appointing

James

Connor,

John

Lucas

and

William Hunter to superintend and act as agents to
draft the form and size, and everything pertaining to
the building.

Little Ogeechee Church was truly the guardian of
all its members.

then

the church moved forward into a broader sphere of

The economic life of the conmunity is reflected

I

and

One sister was reported for an

omission in making a tax return on her property.

This building was of sawed lumber, and
It served the
of much more spacious dimensions.
congregation from 1832 to 1912.

She

The church was weatherboarded and made ready for

was "laid under the censure of the church, but after

use

investigation was continued in fellowship."

Another

Originally the front door faced the Louisville Road,

received by

which was a stagecoach route connecting the state's

minute

records

that

II

information was

in

1832,

but

was

not

ceiled at that time.

letter from the Mississippi Territory stating that a

capital in Louisville to Savannah port.

sister member of this church had not lived in that

feature

country as a Christian ought to walk."

placed in the center.

The church

then took action that "We, the Church of Christ at

of

this building was an octagonal pulpit
In front of the pulpit was a

Plain pine table upon which was placed a pitcher and

Little Ogeechee has cut her off from our Watch Care."
106

A unique

107

t\,o

tumblers

of

"Britaniah

ware

which

had

been

This service was furnished "to

purchased for $2.00."

slake the thirst of the preacher and to hush crying
children."
To the rear of the pulpit . was an extension for
the colored members.

In this central position the

pastor found it necessary to revolve in the pulpit in
1m1

'
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order to face all his congregation during his sermon.
During

these

years

of

advancement

with

the

growth of membership and increase in wealth it became
necessary to keep a vigilant
worldliness of the congregation.

watch

over

the

saying

a

musical

associated with worldliness.
Lanier favored the organ.

instrument

was

The faction led by Dr.

The differences of opinion

became so acute that the controversy resulted in a
schism.

Those

voting

for

a

musical

withdrew and established Elam Church,
miles south of Little Ogeechee.

instrument
five or six

Dr. Lanier had a

Another great adjustment came after the Civil

gradual

trend of affairs

showed a

modern approach to all phases of church life.
1843

the

trustees

church was

more
In

incorporated and a board of

appointed.

appointed a

~I

suggestion,

his conduct and promised to drink no more in company
The

ii/:

organ in their song services was discussed in
conference.
The more orthodox members opposed the

small portable organ which .he carried in his buggy to

unless sickness or something materially required i t."

"'/!

the church in 1861 when the question of using an

One brother was
"He manifested sorrow for

arraigned for drinking.

J/il

influence in the corrmunity brought about a split in

In

corrmittee

1845,

the

congregation

to see if sufficient funds

could be raised to ceil and paint the church, also,
to repair the well and put up a sweep, and pale in
the graveyard.
Just prior to the Civil War, Dr. A. B. Lanier
became an active member of the church.
108

the Elam services.
War when in 1870 letters of dismissal were granted to
40 Negro members who established St. John's Baptist

Chapel about a mile from Little Ogeechee.

After 1874

the extension provided for the slaves was removed,
the pulpit lowered and placed at the west end of the
building,
Later the

the front door changed to the east end.
pine table and conference benches were

replaced with a polished table and two arm chairs.
As if to steel itself against new assaults of
sin and indifference the 70's and 80's bear definite

His weight of
109

signs of religious vigor.

:,11

I
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he

issued

orders

that

the

Army

a fence that served as a corral for the herded stock

Further resolve that every male member pay something

Army moved on there were no markers left standing at

to the support of the Pastor, or make known the cause

the

to this church.
If they did not show reason why,
their names would be stricken from the roll.

carcasses of animals shot and left.

three conferences shall

Throughout

the

80's

there

account

was

a

preparation for Centennial Celebration.
11/

Milledgeville,

to see that spiritous liquors were not sold within
three miles of the church.
Also that
every male
member's name be called at conference and those

absent
111,

A COlllnittee was appointeo

shutters

at

the

windows

manufactured blinds,

were

for

same.

bustle of
The handmade

replaced

a stove was installed,

corrmittee of ladies named to collect for same.

with
and a
And

in 1887 a COlllnunion set was purchased. The records
no longer refer to their "meeting house," instead it

was called Little Clgeechee Olurch.
A

century

of
the

living had
first

log

eonverge on Little Ogeechee Church cemetery before
marching to Savannah.

that the invading army had confiscated.
graves;

stench,

"meeting

instead

the

place

was

When the

strewn

with

To combat the

limbs and other debris were piled on the

bodies and burned by residents of that corrmunity.
Only one marker could be reassembled.

It stands

today held together by rusting iron braces and bears
the name of "Sarah Jackson wife of George Jackson."
The date set for the Centennial was Saturday
before 2nd Sunday,
homecoming
mother

brought

This cemetery was enclosed by

June 7,

1890.

It was a great

when the daughter churches

church

in

celebration,

not

joined the

half

of

the

about many

congregation

house"

former and visiting ministers were present for the

changes

since

was

built.

The church and its adjacent cemetery had

occasion.

could

get

into the building.

Many

The noon day repast was the one occasion

become the center of the thriving village of Oliver

of the day in which everyone participated gladly, and

located on the Central of Georgia railroad.

still a bountiful amount of food remained on the

When Sherman planned his march through Gerogia
with

a

double

flanking
110

campaign

to

Macon

and

tables.

Thus passed one of the most memorable days

in the first century of the church.
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During the first one hundred years of the church
history the brethern dominated most, i f not all, of
the activities.

By the opening of the 20th century

John Kennedy, J. J.
The deacons were:
dedicated.
Tullis, Dr. Ezell, Lawrence Hodges, George Dugger,

the sisters assumed the greater responsibility for

Reverend John Ash.
The old church building was sold to the St.

furnishing and furbishing the church.

John's colored church for $125.00.

They devised

When the building

many ways to raise funds for the pews, pulpit chairs,

was razed those handpegged sills were as perfect as

and stand, carpet and lights.

wtten set up in 1832.
The new sanctuary has been fitted with Sunday

As women gained greater recognition in church
roles

it

was

inevitable

activities would appear.

that

the

children's

In 1892 the church gave

School

rooms,

a

baptistry,

pastor's

study and a

fellowship hall equipped for social functions.

This

permission to have a Christmas tree for the young

year alone many hours of hard work and additions to

people.

the fellowship hall have be~n added.

The Sunbeam Society was organized by Mrs. J.
Ash

in 1901.

H.

Mrs. Ash's influence touched every

child connected with the church.

From Sunbeams they

The church and

grounds have gotten a new face lift in preparation
for its two hundred year celebration.

Through the

years membership has dropped drastically, but thanks
to our .present Pastor Vernon Edenfield and his wife

grew into B.Y.P.U. workers in 1918.
The building erected in 1832 was pressured on
every side to fit the needs of a 20th Century church.
A committee was appointed to draft

plans for an

Susan we now see an uphill change.
Little

Ogeechee

Church

spans

pioneer days to the atomic age.

history

from

Many generations

adequate building and with the whole-hearted support

have come and gone.

of the congregation the sanctuary was completed in

heritage going through these doors.

1912.

Liberal donations were made by all members

and the members remain the same and have the same

J.

basic beliefs that founded Little Ogeechee Baptist

leaving the new church debt free.
Stockton

was

pastor

when
112

the

The Reverend
new

church

w.

was

Church in 1790.

Each has left a wealth of
But, the church

•1f ye have faith as a grain of

llllstard seed. . . nothing shall be inp>SSible unto
You.· Matthew 17:20
113

Concerning Josepi Jackson
Calpiled by

Nita Morgan {Mrs. Paneroy) Williams
Caroline Price Wilson - Annals of Georgia, Volume II,
Effingham County Records.

(p.

192)

Thomas

Lane,

Sheriff Eff.

Co. and

Stephen Ford, Admr. of Isaac Ford, to Joseph Jackson.

oeed

dated Sept. 1, 1792, for 36 acres being part of

a tract granted Isaac Ford lying on Colson's branch,

now known as Jackson's branch, and adjoining grantee.

Joseph Jackson was in Effingham in 1785 as is
shown by the following:
(p. 167) William Shepherd,
planter, to Joseph Jackson, blacksmith, both of Eff.
Co.

Deed dated Dec. 19, 1785,

for 100 acres on

Colson's branch, on the north side of Great Ogeechee.
Wit. Benj. Lanier, J.P., Daniel Bonnel, J.P.

Witnesses:

Michael Dickson, James Caswell, Josiah

Jackson.
(p.
Stephen

197)
Ford,

Dickson.

Thomas Lane,
Admr.

of

Sheriff Eff.

Isaac

Ford,

to

Co.

and

Michael

Deed dated Sept . 3, 1792, for 100 acres

being part of 300 acres granted Isaac Ford, lying on
(p. 368) (Jos. Jackson, J. P.
is a witness to
the deed of the sale of land
from John Rushing of
Ebenezer to William
Rushing of Eff. Co.) (Deed dated
Apr. 11, 1791.

Jackson's branch.

Joseph Jackson, J.P.,

James Caswell, Josiah Jackson.
From The Georgia Gazette, Dec. 11th 1788, p. 3,
c. 2.

(p. 39) Matthew Jones, planter, to William
Rushing, planter, both of Effingham Co.
Deed dated
Dec. 7, 1790 for 100 acres
adjoining lands of
grantee. Witnesses:
Joseph Jackson, J.P., Benjamin
Lanier, J.P.

Witnesses:

(Joseph Jackson is named as one of 10 members

of the Assembly for Effingham County).
From The Georgia Gazette, Aug. 11, 1791, p. 2,
c. 2.

(The Presentments of the Grand Jury for the

County of Effingham, August 8, 1791 is printed and
Joseph Jackson is named as a member of the Jury) •
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John Olliff Aff'l':!lisement
Note on Joseph Jackson
By Dorothy Brannen

Joseph Jackson was the owner of Jackson's mill
and a large acreage on the Ogeechee River.

Was the

mill on the Ogeechee River or on Jackson's Branch,
In 1794, he and his son Jarvis, Lemuel Williams,
Griffin Merrill, and Joshua Hodges, trustees of Union
Methodist Church, secured from the state a grant of
land on the River Road on which Union Methodist
Church had been built in 1790.
His daughter Joannah married John Shears Olliff,

II

a veteran of the American Revolutionary War, who cam:!
down from North Carolina and settled in the northern
part of Bulloch County near the Ogeechee River.
died in 1801, at the age of 49.

John

His widow, Joannah,

was left to rear six children, the oldest being about
14 or 15.
,.,1111
1·
II

He evidently died without a will.

The

following appraisement was made of his estate (Notice
that the land ownership is not mentioned).

Although

his household goods to not indicate it, Huxley in
Pioneers

of

Wiregrass

Georgia

well-to-do.
116

says

that

he was

1 Negro
39 Cattle
10 Hogs
18 Hogs
108 Pigs
1 Sow & 8 Pigs
Bay Horse
Sorrel Horse
Bay Mare
Black Mare
Bay Mare
42 Motherless Colts
4 Hogs
13 Shoats
Cotton Machine
Cart & Pair of Wheels
Three Plows - 3 Hoes
Brode Ax - Club Ax
1\ Sides of Leather
Pair wedges
1 Lot of Tools
French Musket & Shot Bag
2 Beds Bedsteads Furniture
1 Saddle and Bridle
1 Chest - Pr. Flat Irons
1 case & Bottles
4 Jugs - Pr. Stiltyards
1 Bible
Case & Bottles
2 Candlesticks & Mold
1 Wooden Wheel & cards
Stay and Harness
Razor and Case
117

$450.00
234.00
25.00
45.00
15.00
4.00
35.00
20.00
20.00
60.00
50.00
50.00
10.00
9.00
25.00
6.00
5.50
2.50
2.50
1.50
1.87
4.00
40.00
10.00
4.25
1.00
3.25
1.50
1.00
1.50
2.25
2.00
.50

Earthen Jar
1 Lot Pewter
4 Tin Tumblers 1 Glass & 2
Small Mugs
7 Sitting Chairs
Pots & Frying Pans
1 Barrell & 2 Kegs
1 Lot Cooper Ware
4 Sides Leather & 1 Rawhide
1 Pr. Pou. Gear
1 Table
2 Sows and Pigs

'II

.so

10.00

.so

2.00
2.75
1.00
1. 75
5.00
.75
.25
6.00
$1167.87

NarE:
The cotton machine was probably a hand
gin, wooden wheel, spinning wheel for cotton.
Copied from Wills, etc.

I

Memorandum

of

Notes

delivered

by

Recorded this 9th Aug. 1817
Ely Kennedy
August

7th

in

the year 1817 -

011 if f,

dee' d.

$958.38~.

Jackson,

dee' d,

Eleven hundred and seventy three

dollars eighty and half cent~. The said sum paid to
Susannah Olliff, administratrix to the Estate of John
against

Catherine

the

estate

of

J.

Received of Mrs. Catharine Jackson the above
mentioned notes this 14th day of December 1815.
Joannah x Olliff
Mark
118

dec'd,

today

Her
Joannah X Olliff

from $10 to 213. 34, and totaling

Names of debtors listed).

Jackson,

(?)

recei v~ by me.

( 25 notes from various men for

Her

Received of

catharine Jackson, administratrix to the estate of J.

Jackson to Joannah Olliff due the Estate of John
amounts varying

Ill

Ely Kennedy

Olliff, dee' d, in full of all (?) debts or

in Bulloch County Courthouse
1:::I

The above mentioned · notes delivered on the day
teste
and date above mentioned.

Mark
Administratrix to the estate of
John Olliff, dec'd
Recorded Aug. 9, 1817
Ely Kennedy c.c.
119

Muster Roll of the 'l'oCllbs Guards
9th Regiment Georgia Volunteers

Note by D. Brannen:

BoOk F-G, Page 115

J. Jackson {Jarvis Jackson) was Joannah Olliff's
brother.

Bulloch County Clerk's Office

Evidently she received money and the unpaid

notes owed to John Shears Olliff' s estate since his
death in 1801.

This record seems to me to show that

John Olliff was selling something besides cows and
farm produce.

These notes must be business debts.

The

of

appraisal

his

estate

in

1801

lists 42

motherless colts and 5~ sides of leather and 1 raw,
hide.

Did he sell horses?

Was he

a horse

drover?

did he tan and process hides?

Perhaps he made

leather goods, hats, saddles, etc.

with they help of

Or

his

slave,

Douglas,

who

runaway.

after

his

death

was a

Privates

Officers
Carlton Belt, capt.
Matthew Talbot, 1st Lieut.
Thomas Knight, 2nd Lieut.
John B. Connelly, 3rd Lieut.
Allen J. Gibson, 1st Sergt.
Patrick H. Hendrix, 2nd Sergt.
zackriah H. Bennett, 3rd Sergt.
Wm. A. Hagan, 4th Sergt.
w. A. Davis, 1st Corpl.
James Hendrix, 2nd Corpl.
Martin v. Fletcher, 3rd, Corpl.
Henry A. Phllips, 4th Corpl.

L.

Privates
Akins, James
Akins, Solomon
Akins, Lewis S.
Alderman, Chesley
Allen, Andrew J.
Allen, Elijah A.
Bartnes, Ebenezer
Barnes, Green B.
Bath, Geo. w.
Bell, David
111

120
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Bell, John
Bland, Hiram
Bowen, Elisha w.
Brown, William D.
Burch, Joel
Burnsed, John
Burnsed, William
Callahan, Thomas
Crosby, Allen L.
Castillo, Patrick
Deal, John
Denmark, Thomas
Dickerson, Ira
Dutton, John w.
Eason, Michael
Farrow, Jeremiah
Fulcher, Robert
Goulds, William
Gill, John T.
Hagan, James
Hendrix, David
Hendrix, James w.
Hughes, James H.
Hughes, Robert B.
Livens, John

I /11//

1/11!

1//
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Ii 11111

ill///
I
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I

Privates

Recruits for the
Toombs Guar(l'

Johnson, Rowan
Jones, Wm. L.
Lanier, Jerry
Martin, Curtiss.
McElvien, Wm.
Mincy, Augustua
Murphy Michael
Neville, Cuyler
Parrish, Isiah
Proctor, James c.
Proctor, John A.
Proctor, Wm. A.
Rigdon, Daniel R.
Rigdon, Wm.
Rigdon, Wiley
Riggs, Stephen
Scarboro, Rhemur
Scarboro, Shadrach
Slater, Robit B.
Stone, Geo. W.
Stone, Holcombe
Strickland, Peter S.
Thompson, Eli
Waters, Jackson
Waters, Michael
Waters, Mitchell
Woods, General
Woods, Mitchell

Richard Richardson
Mitchell Pridgen
David, C. Proctor
P. M. Lewis
M. H. Denmark
G. W. Martin
John I. Martin
Erastus Waters
James Mercer
Benjamin Hodges
James Brown
John Rushing
Randolph Rowe
Rowan Woodcock
James Holloway

Western Shakers on the Georgia Coast
By Dale

w.

Covington

Union Village, Altama and White oak.

These are

fundamental to our thinking as we consider Western
s~ers on the Georgia Coast.

But first,

Who were the Shakers?
Where was their West?
Why did they come to Georgia?
The

United Society of Believers in Christ's

Second Appearing is rooted in the life of Ann Lee.
Ann was born in Manchester, England, on February 29,
1736.

A deeply spiritual r charismatic person, Ann

became head of a branch of Quakers in Manchester
emphasizing anticlerical and millennial doctrines.
Their worship services included meditation as well as
outbursts of frenzied shouting and dancing.

Because

the outbursts were so intense, adherents became known
as "Shaking Quakers" or simply "Shakers."
religious

Recorded this August 19th, 1861
Samuel Harville, C. S. C. B. C.

122

persecution

in

England,

followers sailed to America,
harbor on August 6, 1774.

Ann

Following
and

eight

landing in New York

A settlement for corrmunal

living was begun in upstate New York near Albany at
Niskeyuna, known later as Watervliet.
The Shakers held that God's nature had masculine
ana feminine elements. As Christ exhibited the male
123

principle, so Ann demonstrated the female princi ple,
1

i

Ill
I

I/

Cornerstones of the religion were confession of sins,

II

corrmuni ty of goods, celibacy and separation from the
world.

They practiced complete equality of the

sexes.

Through work their faith was demonstrated.

"Hands to work, Hearts to God" was a frequently
recited saying of Mother Ann.
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Few converts were gathered until 1779 when a

~ 8

revival or Great Awakening broke out especially among

.I'

0

New Light Baptist congregations near the state line

C

l

-g -~ll.

i}

~

.:a

~

!

between

New

York

and

Massachusetts.

People

heard the new testimony that the awaited Christ had

•

already made a second appearance in the person of Ann
Lee.

trip into Massachusetts and Connecticut which set the
of

Mother

Ann

future
died

Shaker

in 1784,

colonies
however,

in

continued under capable leaders and the Shakers grew
rapid! y.

By

1800

there

were

eleven

Shaker

corrmunities scattered in New York and New England
with

a

population

of 1373 members.

Three more

coomunities were organized in the northeast by 1826,
124
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However the greatest expansion during this period~~
to occur in the West.

whE,·re revivals were in progress or had been held.
After traveling 1233 miles they arrived at the Turtle

It started with stories of the unusual revi va1
activity breaking out in Kentucky and Ohio among the

creek Church near Lebanon, Ohio.

New Light Presbyterians. Camp ground meetings there
numbered in
· the thousands and lasted days and nigh~
on end.
The Shakers heard reports of strange

intently

spiritual

manifestations

traditional

religious

and
doctrines

abandonment
and services

of

as

various groups arose, declaring for themselves direct
access to God's spirit without need for established
orthodoxy.

People at the meetings spoke in tongues,

groaned in agony, wept, jerked and barked like a dog,
swooned and described marvelous visions
spirit realm.
Years

from the

before Mother Ann had prophesied that

/!ill

there would be an opening of the Gospel in the
Southwest.
Consequently on January 1, 1805, John

I

Meacham, Benjamin Youngs and Issachar Bates left New
Lebanon and began their journey, largely on foot, to
the trans-Alleghany west.
Philadelphia,

Baltimore,

Going by way of New York,
Washington,

they reached Kentucky in two months.

and Virginia,
Visits were

made on both sides of the Ohio River to the areas

the

renown

pastor

for

of this

several

Richard McNemar was

reg ion.

days

to

He

this

listened

revolutionary

gospel before he and most of his large New Light
eongregation

opened their minds

shakers' testimony.

and accepted

the

Land consecrated to the church

by Richard and other believers became Union Village,

the leading Shaker coomuni ty in the West.
comnunity began at Watervliet,

Ohio,

Another

near Dayton.

North Union outside Cleveland and Whitewater were
organized in the 1820s.
Vincennes,

Indiana,

was

West Union, not far from
an

early,

short-lived

comnunity which was abandoned because of health and
Indian ~roblems in 1827.
In

Kentucky

there

were

two

principal

comnunities: one at Pleasant Hill in Mercer County,
about 25 miles from Lexington and the other at South
Union,

approximately 15 miles southwest of Bowling

Green.

The two southern-most corrmunities did not

appear until the nineteenth century had almost drawn
to a close.
All

of

the

Shaker

coomunities

showed

characteristics that are strikingly uniform in terms
126

/ij,I
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of land holdings, economies, building construction,
revivals in rural settlements. As neighboring farmers

All of these endeavors
work,
where
evolved
from
spiritual
values
particularly hand labor, was seen as a way of

united with the Society of Believers, their farms a~

"orship.

the purchased lands intervening became incorporated

inherent feature of Shaker economy.

Their produce,

into contiguous tracts of thousands of acres on which

livestock

sustained

the coomunity was established.

cannunity' s needs and led to surpluses which found

furniture,

I

[fl

11

1
I

etc.

They

primarily

nucleated

fr~

For example, Pleasant

Hill's holdings reached approximately 7000 acres.
Thus

any

positioned to

given coomunity was well

benefit economically from the immense scale of their
efficient agricultural operations.
Shaker

economies

were

based

scale, often self sustaining,

I
1

111111

large

agricultural system.

and

markets

manufactured
among

items

the world's People.

It

the
is

amazing that the Shakers had such a pronounced effect
on American society, yet their peak membership just
was less than 4000
before the war Between the States
souls.
Initially western Shaker buildings were rustic

log cabins.

flax; superior livestock, cattle, oxen, horses, sheep

buildings

As the conmunity's prosperity increased,

and swine; dairy products; wool and canned goods.

special
The
requirements of a millennial, corrmunal church.

Where

church buildings featured simple lines, devoid of any

particular

conditions existed
grist,

1

their

ready

The desire to excel to perfection was an

The system emphasized crops of corn, wheat, oats and

industries

11

on

medicinal and culinary use.

brooms.

and
of

or

special

in the conmuni ty,

supplemental

artificial

decoration.

which

They

met

were

the

typically

two

mills;

coopering,

the

carriers,

basketware

and

Hill built

fulling
chairs,

terrain

erected

story, steeple less, frame structures painted white
such as the extant second meetinghouse at Pleasant

These

developed.

saw

manufacture

expertise

were

included

tanneries;

in 1820.

Separate entrances for the

The packaged garden seed industry grew out

Brethren and Sisters and unobstructed floor space for

of the marketing efforts of the Shakers in the 1790S,

spirited movement of Believers during services were

Shakers

two

also

developed
128

and

marketed

herbs

for

corrmon

characteristics
129

of

their

churches.

Visitors occupied benches built along the side walls.

pleasant

The Ministry lived in apartments on the second floor.

several

Small window panes were universal in Shaker buildings

retiring room.

until late in the 1800s.

light and exuded an airy feel with their built-in

Family dwelling houses were large, multi-storied

1111111

11!

il\11111
'

Ii[!.

persons were assigned

and

Union

Village.

to each bedroom or

These rooms made excellent use of

cupt,oards and simple furnishings.

Ubiquitous wooden

for communal living of typically 30 to 100 members.

attics.

A fine example of domestic Shaker architecture in the

candlesticks--a seemingly endless array of items were

west is the four story Centre Family House at South

hung from the convenient pegs spaced along the rails.

Union.

When questioned about this, the Shakers replied, "We

It was begun in 1822 and had 42 rooms. The
limestone dwelling house · of the Church

hang

rail

lined

walls and halls

from cellars

to

Hats, garments, carriers, brushes, mirrors,

everything except people.

That we leave for the

Family at Pleasant Hill was built about the same

World to do."

time.

The

in its place was the efficient order ruling Shaker

two sexes entered by separate doorways and dwelt in
opposite sides of the building separated by wide,

households.
Using native pine and hardwoods of walnut, maple

central hallways.

and cherry, the Shakers formed furniture with extreme

The front section measures 60 by 55 feet.

Access to the upper floors was

gained by separate stairways.

In the west,

the

A place for everything and everything

simplicity of line.

A distinctive style emerged as

Brethren's doors, stairs and rooms were typically on

Shaker craftsmen pared away ornamentation until only

the right as the front of a dwelling is viewed from

the

without.

remained.

Sisters

occupied

the

building's

left

unadulterated,

functional

essence of

a

piece

Tapers and chamfers, correctness of 1 ine

The coomon refectory where men and women

and proportion led to pieces with a light, commanding

dined at separate tables were on one level and the
were

appearance and practical utility.
The Shakers were widely known for their chairs

constructed as ells to the large family dwellings at

which developed from the post and rung forms of the

family

II

Union

peg

section.

I

South

structures constructed of wood or masonry and adapted

impressive
11111111

Hill,

meeting

room

on

Ill

130

a

higher

level

131

colonial
choice

era.
for

posts,

slats,

rungs,

arms and rockers
typically

counted

Beneath a

1a12.

Their

sidechairs

were

ladderbacks with three slats.

Three hundred seventy believers were

when Union Village

formally organized

Membership swelled to 634 in 1818.

in

But by the

1830s,

two in front and on each side,

shaker leaders had to reckon with the possibility

one in the back.

not only did further growth appear unlikely,

Overall the Shaker chair had a relatively uniform

that their

style,

deeline was gradual; then as the century wore on, the
losses became alarming • There were only 44 members

hang

Ill""'·

census

seat of splint, rush, cane or tape ran seven rungs,

however slight variations from conmunity to

posts.

Iii

drawn primarily from U.S .

indicates the decline in membership they

occasionally.

finials and slats and the degree of taper of the

II

,eeords,

experienced.

conmunity can be demonstrated in the shapes of the

I

graph,

al though ash, oak or birch rungs and slats are fauna
straight

I

The

Maple or hickory was the wooa of

Incidental!y, the frugal Shakers would often
chairs

upside

down

on

the

peg

rail.

It

in

1900.

numbers were decreasing.

At first the

Moreover,

members on average were much
5 members fell
older.
In 1829, four out · of every
below the age of 45. In 1900, only one in five was

simplified sweeping and you didn't have to dust off

younger than 45 years.

the seat when you sat!

have Shakers farming the corrmunity's large acreages.

Let's now turn to the situation in Ohio at the
end of the 19th century.

The center of influence

Thus it was impossible to

Several steps were taken in the late 1800s under
Joseph Slingerland's

leadership to counteract

the

among western Shakers was still Union Village.

Its

drastic decline in members.

land had soil

as rich as any in the state.

The

Union Village lands were cast into 100 acre lots

Shakers

honored

by

their

worked by tenement farmers from the World's People.

constructed,

their

Conmunities consolidated.

were

neighbors.

Al though

and
well

respected

buildings showed signs of needing repair.
were not the fundamental issue, however.

The Shakers

at Union Village worried about their destiny.
132

Repairs

To increase farm output,

First North Union, then

Watervliet, Ohio were dissolved.

Members of these

societies became part of Union Village.

Dwellings at
Union Village were modernized and repaired. Older,
133

classic Shaker styles were scrapped in favor of the
latest fashions of the time.
Marble

Hall

is one of three Shaker Buildings

still standing at Union Village.

Shakers at Pleasant Hill.

cromwell, her qualities of leadership were recognized
early

and

she

occupied

several

positions

of

When constructed in

responsibility at Pleasant Hill including Eldress at

1810, the simple frame house was a box-like structure

the center House before her appointment in 1889 to

with a rectangular plan and a single dormer set in

union Village.

the gable roof.

Later the connection of a two story

These

two

leaders were

in

the

forefront

of

kitchen in the rear later left the plan of the house

efforts to organize a branch in Georgia.

T-shaped.
In 1892, architects from the world
completely renovated the house.
Notable additions
included two front towers,
large sash windows

with Julia Foley and William Ayer,

departed Union

Village

1897.

objective was to find a site for a colony that could

surrounded with fanciful Victorian moldings, and a

efficiently

mansard roof with multiple dormers.

home,

Inside, marble

abounded on floors and tops of tables.
Ministry,

directed

this

flurry

of

for

Savannah

in

revitalize

November

overextended

They, along
Their

economies

at

diversify their agricultural activities, and,

most importantly, attract new members.

Elder Joseph Slingerland, First in the Western
modernization.

The Shakers selected two tracts of Corbin land,
totaling

5400

acres,

that were

formally

part of

Trained as a physician, Dr. Slingerland came from Mt.

Hopeton · bounded on the

Lebanon

mighty Al tamaha which had yet to flow some 15 miles

to

the

western

corrmunities

in

1888.

north by waters from the

Entrepreneurial ventures especially appealed to him.

before reaching the Atlantic Ocean.

It was he in 1894 who joined other Elders from the

prices in 1897 were depressed.

eastern corrmunities in "prospecting"
land for the Florida colony.

two tracts were valued at $600,000.

for

suitable

Elizabeth Downing stood first in the Ministry on
the Sister's side.

She united at age 12 with the
134
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A descendant of Oliver

Georgia land

Before the War, these
The Shakers

Purchased both for a total price of $26,000 in a sale
handled by
Which

J.

c. s. Wylly.
o. Legare,

Hopeton was the plantation
editor
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of

the

Southern

Agriculturist, declared in 1833 was ". • .decidecUy
the best regulated plantation we have ever
visitea,
and we doubt whether
it can be equaled in the
Southern States • • • "
Such acclaim paid tribute to the extraordinary
agricultural talents of
the plantation's manager,
James Hamilton Couper.
Couper was a skillful,
innovative planter who consistently directed the
plantation's principal
crops, Sea Island cotton,
sugar cane and rice,
into the most profitable
markets.
More

extensive

developnent

of

The foundations of the house were laid and the
tabbY courses completed in 1859 and 1860.

Work on

the interior continued into 1861 and it was not until
November of that year that the Couper family actually
moved into Altama.
Since Altama was the first dwelling the Shakers
occupied in Georgia, understanding details about the
house

provides

Shaker

ascetic

interesting
thinking

clues

into

shifts

in

at the end of the 19th

century.
Couper divided the facades with a water table

the eastern
portion of these lands began in the mid-1850s. In

and a

1855 the Honorable Amelia Murray, Lady in Wai ting to

important architectural detail in Couper's buildings.

Queen Victoria, wrote about her visit to the site

The sash windows on the first floor of the main

where Mr. Couper intended to build a house called
Altama.

structure were arched with the exception of two small

pronounced string course.

Arches were an

windows flanking the front .door.
the square porch columns.

Arches also linked

A single story wing on the

• • • It will be beautifully situated on the

northwest side of Altama contained the pantries and

edge of a pine barren, a sloping thicket of
live oaks, magnolias, and fan palms, on one

kitchen.

side,

similar

ending

in

rice

plantations,

with

distant forest and river views extending
towards Darien.
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Isolating these rooms from the central

residence was a comnon practice in southern homes.
arrangement was

followed

family home at Cannon's Point.

in the Couper's

The first floor of

the main structure contained four rooms.
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A

The large

...

IUNION

VILLAGE CENs§j

entrance hall had the air of a salon.

Stairs to the

second floor were in a side hallway.

Sliding doors

separated the two rear rooms.

In later years these

were the living room and dining room.
shows Altama as
DuPont

The drawing

it appeared before the extensive

modifications during

this

century.

These

modifications added rooms on the third floor and a
second floor to the kitchen wing.
Joseph Slingerland,

0
1820

1830

1840

18:SO

1860

1870

1880 . 1887

1900

1910

Elizabeth Downing, William

Ayer, Julia Foley and three other Shakers from Union
Village

boarded

the

train

in

Ohio

and,

after

traveling all night, arrived in Brunswick on February
1, 1898.

They completed the purchase of Al tama and

Hopeton

and

began

gathering

household goods and

making arrangements to occupy their new home.
ran

high

industry

that
and

plantations
before

the

the

invigorating

thrift

blossoming
War.

would
as

Carloads

touch

soon

in
of

those

Hopes

of

have

Shaker

the

two

halcyon

days

cattle

and

other

livestock were imported from Union Village.

Local

residents felt that all the Shaker comnunities would
eventually move south.

llilli
1//:

w 1:
11

Scarcely two months after their arrival,

ALTAMA

GLYNN COUNrY GA

Colony

suffered

a

severe

I
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setback.

Two

of

the
the

principal organizers, William Ayer and Julia Foley,
eloped.

The first phase of the colonization venture
Within days the Shakers began returning to

was over.

Union Village.
of 1898,

Nevertheless, throughout the surmier

II)

Georgia was still on the Shakers' minds,

~
::t.
0

They purchased other property in Georgia including
half interest in New Hope,
downstream
from Altama.

a

rice

.c

U)

plantation

$

f

August brought the
announcement that Union Village had bought 8800 acres

L

~

_,

of land in Camden County which included "the town of
White Oak."

e0

The bulk of this purchase was the L. T.

e

McKinnon plantation.
Here the headquarters of the
Georgia colony would be established.

It)

N

C

That October, Elder Slingerland, Eldress Downing

cs

t

and another small band of Shakers, primarily from
Union Village, journeyed to White Oak.
This time
their home was the large Victorian house built in

e
0

E

i}

1894 by L. T. McKinnon and the Shakers soon filled it
to capacity.

:t
::,
.n

The following year construction began on the Big

i"

House adjacent to and just south of the McKinnon
house.

The new house was built of yellow pine,

Georgia oak and walnut at a cost of $20,000.

.

<
\!)

~ l
':) 0

Part of

i

the money for its construction came from the sale of

~

(I)
~

en ··.c
d) ~
Cl

~ "ti
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iater used as a furnace room,

111

rice
1111

which

,:nit

harvested

from

their

plantation in Glynn County.
Approximately 100 yards to the East stood the

,111:111

11111
I illli,I

Shakers

the

ievel.

The

were on the ground

long hallway was reached by a short

flight of steps.

The other stairs nearby led to the

uwer floors where the retiring rooms were located.

small, five room cottage which the Shakers called the

'l'he Eldress' s room is said to have been . irrmediately

"East House. "

over the dining

It served as a residence for those

among the Shakers who had not yet gathered.
Measuring nearly 90 by 40 feet, the Big House
continued the Shaker tradition of large, colIITIOdious
dwellings.

other

similarities

can

be

observed

between the Big House at White Oak and Marble Hall at
Union

Village.

The

twin gables overhanging the

projecting bay windows of the Big House create the
illusion of

the

twin towers introduced at Marble

Hall.
The

floor

plan

of

the

Big

House

has

been

assembled from drawings by Mrs. Burnette Vanstory and
Mrs. Louise Mccarthy.
on

how

the

There is little documentation

Shakers

actually

used

the

rooms.

Traditions in White Oak indicate functions of rooms
such as the dining room, chapel, kitchen and pantry.
Sliding doors opened from the f rant hall into the
dining

hall and chapel.

The interior columns in

these rooms are unusual but not unique in western
Shaker buildings.

The laundry and adjacent room,

chapel.

room,

the Elder' s

This arrangement is in keeping with the rule

of brethren

on

the

right,

sisters

on

the

left

observed in western Shaker communities.
The Shakers' real estate transactions

and

construction of the Big House represent only part of
their activities in Georgia.

Blooded stock were also

landed at their White oak property.
crops were planted.
of

50

bushels

weighing

four

of

Orchards and

The Shakers boasted crop yields
corn per acre,

pounds

and

onions

sweet potatoes
15

inches

in

circumference.
The auspicious beginnings of the Georgia venture
severely drained the human and financial resources of
Union Village.

A few Shakers joined the effort from
However there was no
Whitewater and South Union.
widespread migration of Believers to Georgia.
Dissatisfaction and disillusionment multiplied when
no substantial new converts could be reported from
the Georgia colony.
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room over the

In July 1901 other leads were appointed at Union
village to take the place of Elder Joseph and Eldress

• lUHJOl •
lJ.HOd

---f='

=>---,

Ii

f

~

..,

~

~ 1-0-

~~

~ 'LO

~

Q

z

Q.

:!

::::,

u

j

r.
•

~

!

12

~ ;t

llVH

~

!

!i I:

~~

Q

~~

lJ

H:R!Od

,i

<

Lizzie.

Plans were implemented to close the Georgia

colony.

Altarna was sold in the spring of 1902 to

John Crow, a Chicago developer.

A few months later

the White oak lands were sold and eventually became
the property of a hunting club.
interest

The Shakers' half

in New Hope had already passed to their

agent, R. T. Clark, in 1900.

Thus the Shakers bold

~

adventure in Georgia ended quietly.

<

they occupied survived razing until the 1950s.

':¥...

0

....UJ

-:c

):

....

<

UJ

The big houses

The millennial reign the Shakers hoped to bring
was not to continue as a comnuni ty of Believers in
Shakers today still emphasize life in the
Georgia.
spiritual realm. There are two Shaker sisters at the

Cl)

COOllluni ty

0

approximately ten Shakers at Sabbathday Lake, Maine.

0:

The sites of the other Shaker corrmunities are either

:)

:c

UJ

':¥.

<
:c
Cl)

in

Canterbury,

New

Hampshire,

and

completely built over; held privately, incorporated
into state or corrmercial institutions; or, in a few
cases, function as museums.
A study of this nature relies heavily on those
who share help and expertise. I would add a special

j
I

i

word of thanks to Mrs. Burnette Vanstory, Mr. Alfred

144
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W.

Jones,

Jr. ,

Kenneth and Jackie McCarthy,
ana
Laurence and Louise McCarthy. Many
others here on
the coast have also been such a help. And thank you,
Friends of the Lighthouse, for sharing a fine
evening
of reflection about the "Western Shakers on the
Georgia Coast."
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Hostau Reminiscences
By Thanas M. Stewart
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In 1946, the New York Herald-Tribune carried a
story,

under the by-line of Roy Wilder, concerning

the wartime capture of Hostau

( Hostoun) , a German

Remount Depot in Czechoslovakia.
Lieutenant

and

Information

Mr. Wilder, late

Officer

for

the

2nd

cavalry Group Mechanized, wrote from his memory of
the events and information later received from Lt.
colonel

Thomas

Hargis,

the Corrmander of the 42nd

Squadron of the 2nd Cavalry.
Mr.

Wilder's

account

of

the

seizure of the

Lippizzaners, Arabians, and other horses at Hos tau,
their

removal

to

Mannsbach

in

Germany,

and

the

ultimate return of the Lippizzaners to Austria, was
the first

to be written and was by far the most

accurate of the five related stories that I
read, some of which purport to quote me.

have

As of this

late date, I draw upon old memories with the thought
and intention of providing a supplement to Wilder's

story.
During

the

month

of

April

1945,

Captain

Ferdinand Sperl of the lPW Team 10, attached to the
2nd Cavalry,

150
IJJI

learned of the presence of some secret
151

documents that a German Staff Group had housed in a
spacious

hunting

lodge

on

the

Czech

border.

Ultimately, the documents were surrendered to the 2~
Cavalry and Sperl was awarded the Silver Star for his
part in the action.

The important nature of the

documents ( some twelve truck loads) may be surmised
by the fact that they and the persons in charge of
them were taken directly to London by air.

I heard

later that the personnel came to form the nucleus for
the British Intelligence European Division's "Organization Gehlen."
Colonel Charles H. Reed, the Commander of the
2nd Cavalry,

first heard of the remount depot at

Hostau in a conversation with the German General who
surrendered the secret material

I,

I
;:1

11111

I1

1

He was

uncolllTIOnly aware of the social importance of the
Spanish Riding School at Vienna and the consequence
of the beautiful white Lipizzaner mares and their
dark-coated foals to the continuation of the school's
cultural task.

It was and is a place where classical

horsemanship is cultivated in its purest form.
Colonel

was

determined

to

safeguard

the

The

horses.

Within his own experience, he had found it necessary
to send Captain Harris with "C" Troop of the 42nd to

152
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to him.

preserve the thoroughbreds on the Von Opel estate
Frankfort from the less than gentle uses of

near

rinerican Infantrymen.

He had heard of the fate of a

fine herd of horses that lay in the path of some
soldiers advancing from the east at a faster pace
thall

their rations.

necessarily having

The German General,

who was

to depart for London,

assisted

with the preparation of an offer to negotiate for the
surrender of the depot and sent a soldier, his own
orderly, I believe, on a bicycle to locate the local
forester

and

intermediary.
rode all

arrange

for

him

to

serve

as

the

According to some accounts, the man

the way to Hos tau,

a

distance of some

thirty-five miles.
Sometime during the afternoon of April 26th, I
received a message from Colonel Hargis to return to
squadron headquarters.
time.

I was S-2 on his staff at the

Looking glurrmer than usual, he informed me

that Col. Reed wanted to borrow me for a special
mission.

At the regimental

headquarters,

I

was

introduced to Captain Rudolph Lessing, a veterinarian
from the remount depot.

With the assistance of the

forester, he had brought a counter of fer from Col.
Rudofsky, the Corrmander of the Depot, to assist with

153

arrangements

for

the

safety of

the horses

if a

field-grade officer would return with Lessing for the

Reed,

in

the

finest

tradition

of

Since I was only a Captain at the time, I suggest
that my selection for the job points more to the fact

"as to meet with a German general.

that our Majors and Lt. Colonels were not expendable

produced was too large for me.

than to any diplomatic prowess on my part.

overseas cap.

the

I may have worn an

No one offered to polish my boots, and

Col.

surrender

mission, said, "You don't have to go."

of

the

station

with

Col.

Reed,

Hargis,

A jacket someone

While I was discussing possible arrangements for
Regimental Staff Officer's Major Alexander Fraser,

expressing

dissatisfaction

with

I should have

Captain Sperl and Captain John Lykes prepared for my
use some half dozen notes in both English and German

arrived at our outpost.

identifying

some

me

as an emissary to Col.

Rudofsky.

So, proceeding on foot for

little distance to where he had "stashed" a

impressive document was prepared in

100torcycle, I mounted behind Lessing and with only a

German and addressed to the Cormnanding General of the

"pin-point" light to show the way, we continued on
Not many minutes had passed until we
our journey.
heard the sound of an airplane. Lessing inmediately

a

more

Area designating me as Plenipotentiary with authority
to accept the surrender of the depot and arrange for
the safeguarding of the horses.

The relief of Hostau

was to be undertaken with Gen. Patton's knowledge,
but

without

his official

blessing.

His

tenuous

"That
cut the motor and .extinguished the light.
isn't necessary, " I said, "it is only your old
'Bedcheck Charlie'--we have long since stopped paying

relationship with SHAEF was no secret, so I assume

attention to it."

that he felt that he lacked the means to obviate any

one of yours and they will strike at anything."

miscarriage that might occur.

Thus was the decision

did not argue the point: certainly they had "hit"

Hostau made by that Virginia Cavalier,

Upon us often in the past and it was nice to know

to go

to

He said, "You are mistaken, it is

that they had served the enemy in a like manner.

154

I

my

preferred something more encouraging.
Darkness had already set in by the time we

Also,

II

his

predecessors.
squadron
to
me
with
Lessing
returned
headquarters, which was abuzz with the news that I

necessary conferences with the local army conmander.

11,,

11aank"
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Very soon following this incident, we turned off
the main road and came to the home of our friend the
forester. There in his barn were two horses, saddlea
and bridled and ready to go.

One was a long-legged

thoroughbred that belonged to Lessing.

The other,

for my use, was a broadchested stallion about fifteen
hands high.

As I approached to check the cinch, he

became very unruly, as if auditioning for Leigh's
mustang.

There in the lantern light my "companions"

remained silent, so I resolved to mount without using
the stirrup, hold leather, and if tossed, to try to
land in the hay.

Once mounted, he became as quiet as

a lady's palfrey.

I later learned that he put on the

wild act for any new rider.

He was a purebred

Lipizzaner from a Royal Yugoslavian stud and reputed
to have been the favorite mount of King Peter.

I

have never ridden a horse more responsive to leg
pressure and the shifting of one's body weight.

The

bridle was almost unnecessary.
Fortunately, the moon had come out and "the road
was a ribbon of moonlight" in the forest darkness.
Some three or four miles from the forester's barn, an

it was not mined, I rode up and observed that it was

not more than three feet high on the side next to the
cliff and only some six to eight feet wide. Backing
off, with head up and hands low (in my best imitation
of the Cavalry school's forward seat) I committed us
to the barricade, too late to heed Lessing 's call,
"he doesn't jump. 11 He did jump, though, and with a
stretch of at least three feet to spare.

Only while

I waited for Lessing, an excellent rider, to lead his
thoroughbred around the abatis did it register with
me that I should have checked with him on how he

had

gotten past it coming out.
We arrived in Hostau sometime after midnight at
Lessing 's

living

quarters

to

find

a

grim-faced

captain Wolfgang Kroll cradling a submachine gun.

He

was the other veterinarian with the depot. He drew
Lessing aside for a whispered conference, after which
I was informed that Col. Rudofsky, a Czech national,
had decided to trust his chances with the Russians
and had told Kroll that if he and Lessing brought an
American in, he would have the lot of us shot as

abatis barred our way--a steep cliff on one side and

spies.
About

a deep ravine on the other.

safely out of the way, we secured three riding horses
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Upon being informed that

midmorning on the 27th,
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with Rudofsky

in order that I might reconnoiter the countryside a~

the stable that morning, a small group of eight or

ten children had greeted us with the Nazi salute and
in the further hope that Lessing might be able tc naeil Hitler." All but one, that is, a little blonde
persuade some officer in the line to take us to the girl had looked up at me and said, "Gruss Gott." She
General.
In the course of my reconnaisance, r
~ Karen, Lessing's daughter.
happened upon a large number of Allied prisoners of
I turned and rode confidently to the house. A
war, some three hundred of whom were Americans. They very large man in civilian dress emerged from the
had been marched across Germany, mostly by night. r

group and took hold of my bridle.
He, the local
told them to delay departure as our troops would~ c;auleiter and a notorious Nazi, was the reason for
coming through the next day. I felt confident that Kroll' s agitation.
Feigning an imperious manner, as
Col. Reed would come looking for me if I did not if dealing with some horseholding lacky, I gave him a
return.

Soon after this we came to a company corrmand
post that was located in a small house.

Two soldiers

were standing guard outside and Lessing approached on
horseback as Kroll and I remained at some distance in
order that he might screen me from view.

As Lessing

rode into the yard, several people came out of the
house and this seem to excite Kroll.

He signaled me

to execute our emergency plan, i.e. , dash for the
forest and make our way to the American line on foot.
It
1"1
I

11

iii\\

was

then

dismounted:

I
to

noticed that Lessing
desert

him now,

certainly brand him as a spy.

I

had already

thought,

would

Strangely, he was no

longer just another German soldier, for on our way to

158

sharp "danke" and dismounte¢1.
smiling
cream."

like

the

"cat

He, all the while, was

that

had gotten into the

The little company coomander greeted me so

effusively that my first thought was that he was
happy t~ have gotten a spy.

As it developed, he was

hopeful of making an American friend.

We were soon

on our way to the regimental headquarters.

After a

short delay while Lessing talked with the Colonel in
conmand,

we

were

taken

by

him

headquarters.
The Colonel,

whose

name · I

to
have

the

German

forgotten,

Lessing, Kroll, and I were ushered into the presence
of a small, unprepossessing man seated behind a bare
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table.

Standing to General Schulze's right were four

splendidly
Colonel

accoutred

officers,

Rudofsky.

I

one

stammered

of

whom

something

was

about

bringing greetings from General Patton and Colonel
Reed and handed him the now somewhat crumpled notice
of my appointment.
1

I

111

He laid it on the table without

so much as a glance, and, ignoring me, entered into a
rapid

coloquy

with

the others.

Because of the

defects of my education, I was unable to follow the
full flow of their conversation.
seeming
Ii
1:

resistant

to

his

With the General

Regimental

Cormiander 's

advice and making frequent mention of "Adolph," the
"slant of the wind" did not sound favorable to me.
Finally, the General turned and motioned for me to be
seated.

With Lessing

acting

as

interpreter,

we

discussed our mutual interest in preserving human
life and safeguarding the horses.
me

in English,

bring?"

Abruptly, he asked

"How many panzers

(tanks)

can you

Taking this as my cue, I told him we were

anxious to avoid doing anything that would cause him
to be embarrassed and could bring as many tanks as he
would

recorrmend

remount station.

for

an

adequate

defense

of

the

He looked at me for a long time

without saying anything.
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He then drew a small pad

from his pocket, scribbled what proved to be a safe
conduct pass for my return and thereupon left the

room

with the regimental corrmander and one of his

staff officers.

They returned shortly and informed

us that no defense would

be made for the remount

aepot, nor was any fighting to be undertaken in the
vicinity of Hostau.

Unanswered was the question of

whether we would have to fight our way through the
first line defenses.

As we departed, General Schulze

was getting into his car, and I was told that he was
not seen again.

How sweet

is

success when the

conditions leading to it seem to bode ill; such, in
all modesty, is the reward of virtue.
Early on the morning of the 28th, Col. Hargis,
with a force made up of "A" Troop and elements of
"C," "E," and "F" Troops, moved on Hostau.

After

clearing the pass without incident, our right wing
drew enemy

fire.

However,

the considerable fire

power of two armoured cars and two machine guns soon
rewarded us with the "white flag. "
was my

"friend"

of the

company

comnander.

previous day,

the little

Under Joe Carpenter,

Troopers moved quick! y
Allied prisoners.

Among the wounded

to

the "C"

free and safeguard the

As I recall, one of "A" Troop's
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platoons--Bill Quinlivan's 3rd Platoon--was the first
to reach the remount station, where all of the locals

the war.

turned out to welcome us.

3()th,

Col. Hargis allowed the

men to take a quick look at the celebrated Lipizzaner
horses and withdrew, taking both German and liberated
prisoners with him.

Some of the British elected to

stay with us, however, and upon being armed "field

111

I

Col. Reed, coming in on the morning of the

was

astonished at

the

sight of these poor

"scarecrows" in prison-garb riding in his vehicles.

eol. Reed was informed by Capt. Verry of the 42nd
staff that they were only "Stewart's Foreign Legion
going forth to battle," thereby giving birth to the

expedient," reinforced Captain Nelson Cattlet 's "A"

apPellation "Stewart's Legion"

Troop and the two tanks and two assault guns with

Stewart" as reported by Wilder.
Cattlet preceded me to the stable area and had

which I was to hold the station.

'/I

girl friends and remained with us until the end of

post

in

the

Schloss

We set up a command

Heiligenkreuz,

Baron

residence, and passed an uneventful night.

Kotz's
Not one

to wait on the enemy, Cattlet was out early on the
29th and despite having removed two halftrack loads
of prisoners to the rear, we had them locked in at
least

six

"don jon"

basements

that

night.

Thereafter,

the

in Kotz 's Castle, which could hold fifty

bodies, was sufficient for our needs.
Because
airrnunition,

of
I

their

excessive

expenditure

of

determined to discharge the British,

and in the emotional farewell, I forgot to award the
ribbons that Kotz' s daughter, the Baroness Theresa,
had provided.
Zealand Maori,

Two of them, a Palestinean and a Ne~
were either hiding out or visiti09

162

the

two

Colonels,

captains,

Kroll

and not "Task Force

and

Lessing,

the

two

Beeckrnann (Master of Horse, or some such

title) and Rudofsky, Amazov, a Russian Duke and noted
horseman, Fedorian, a Romanian in whom there was much
guile, and two others whose names I have forgotten,
all drawn up in a line to be presented to Col. Reed.
He

offered

cigarettes,

accepted

by

all

except

Rudofsky who said, "nicht rauchen, chocolade bi tte, "
upon which Fedorian laughed aloud and was the only
one to "light up."

Both Beeckmann and Rudofsky,

hatless in preference to doffing their caps to an
American
before
leading

officer,
we

were

"honored"

the

horses

sweating

them
up
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with
to

profusely,
the

Col.

even

privilege
Reed

for

of
his

inspection.

Before leaving that day,

the Colonel

told me tht the 11th Panzer Di vision was reported to
be moving in our direction and ordered me to fall
back rather than engage them, an unnecessary comma~
since our experience with them at Luneville was still
fresh in my mind.
About daylight on the second or third of May, I
was

awakened

with

the

report

that

capt.

returning to the squadron, had been ambushed.

Verry,
Sgt.

Walker had his platoon ready as soon as I, and we
were not long in reaching a small town located at the
edge of the forest.

An enemy patrol was immediately

engaged, and between the bursts of machine gun fire
11,11\illll
1111111

and grenade explosions,

I

became conscious of the

fact that a force of about company strength, using
marching fire,
skirmish

line.

was coming through the forest in a
Since the rifles were of larger

caliber than ours, I assumed that it was the enemy
and called to Sgt. Walker, who was in his armoured
car,

to move to the high ground on our right and

radio for the tanks to come up.

Suddenly, he stood

up laughing and pointed my attention to a street

I

I'
111

111

where Verry, "Radar," his driver, some Germans with
their hands up, and some American soldiers were seen
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The 2nd Infantry Di vision had

ad'Jancing upon us.

noved in behind us.
more hastily than wisely that
I had departed
norning, armed only with a world war I vintage 38
caliber revolver.

It had been given to me to carry

on a horse patrol that we had undertaken earlier,
courtesy of General Montgomery' s use of our petrol.
walker

and

considerable

some

of

teasing

the

others

about my

subjected

me

"assault gun."

to
I

returned to the C.P. about the same time that Lt.
wolf returned from

p.o.w.

news and some bad news.

escort duty with some good
~he good news was that we

would be amply supplied by the 2nd Division beyond

our wildest expectations. The bad news was that Col.
J., corrroanding the regiment that had relieved the 2nd
cavalry, had called for the artillery to target in on
his front on the next day.
"blank-blank."

cavalrymen and horses

I set out inmediately for Division

headquarters in the hope that I could persuade them
to station their forward observers with us before
I was elated to learn that Gen.
comnencing fire.
Harrison,
an old horse cavalryman,
had made
provisions for our protection.

Returning to Hostau,

I was greeted by a jubilant Wolf.
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Col. J. had been

there earlier and "wept" on his shoulder.

wife

The 321l(J

On May 8th, we lost a jeep to a P-47 attack all(J
tall

fourteen-year-old

brokennosed redheaded trooper from Chicago

offered to kill Col. Rudofsky for me.
last day of

the war was uneventful.

otherwise, the
Because of

him prisoner, but we decided that justice could be

"Tristan, " was from Idaho; and, as
others were from North Carolina. The rest of the "A"

When you are

rrroopers were happily mounted in jeeps, and I divided

Rudofsky' s "treachery, " Col. Reed considered making
served by leaving him to the Russians.

predisposed to dislike someone, it is easy to fuel

time

your antipathy.

stallion.
of it, but the
The tint of time colo;s my memory
the animation
drive was a moving sight, all of
depicted in Bonheur' s "Horse Fair," but devoid of any

But, now that my sense of values has

returned to normalcy, I am glad that some spark of
human decency kept me from accepting the kind offer
of my friend from Chicago.

The last time I saw

between

a

such

jeep

as

and

my

protrayed

faithful

in

Lipizzaner

Rudofsky, he was stationed at the Czech border with

unruliness

some local burghers checking the horses that we were

Depart."

moving into Germany.

mares and colts, including the Lipizzaner stallions,

I was flown to Mannsbach, and upon finding the

111111

a

to fifty Europeans--mostly Poles
headed up the

Division had been transferred to Patton's 3rd Army.
a

and

Gericault's

"Le

There were some four hundred horses, mostly

Neapolitiano-Slavonia

Siglavy-Virtuosa
and Lotnik,

the

Arabian

an order for the removal of the Lipizzaners and other
Major
unidentified
breeds
to that station.

celebrated ones.
Colonel Alois

Steinmetz, Regimental S-4, with a copy of the order

Spanish Riding School, had been at St. Martin with

of March, led us out of Czechoslovakia in his jeep,

the

Arnozov, with his little troop of twenty-six Russians

frantically

school's

Witez

and

facilities suitable to our needs, Col. Reed secured
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stallions,

I,

Padhajsky,

performing
trying

to

to name the

the Director of the

stallions and had been
the mares and the
locate

167

11111

breeding stallions.

He was overjoyed to learn that

they were safe in Germany.

Walterboro, SC

He came to Mannsbach to

By Robert J. Stets

assist with the plans to return them to Austria ana
in a futile attempt to have Lessing put in charge of
their breeding operations there.

lrn1

Since my yarn has spun to such a length, I will
1/I

I'
11111

leave to another telling such stories as the return
of the Lippizzaners to Austria; how Amozov, brought
out of exile in Siberia, was put in charge of large
bands of Don and Kabardinian horses, which he brought
out of Russia as the German tanks move in; and in
Quinlivan' s exploits with the formidable 3rd Platoon
of "A" Troop.

1784 - 1986

is

Walterboro

delightful

a

centuries-old oaks,

small

laden with masses of drooping

"Spanish moss" overhang its main streets.
mansions and a multitude of churches,
painted,

town.
Stately

all freshly

reflect various styles of architecture in

the historic district near the center of town.
Walterboro is located in Colleton County, in the
southeastern part of South Carolina.

It is about 45

miles inland from the Atlantic Ocean, about 50 miles
west

of

s ~c.,

Charleston,

and

about

65

miles

northeast of Savannah, GA.
Once situated on the main highway between New
York and Miami,

IiiIi

Walterboro is now bypassed on the

east by a four-lane divided highway along the coast,

and bypassed on the west by .Interstate 95.

But its

charm endures and over the past decade the homes and
shops in the downtown area have been revitalized,
including a decorative plaza in the center of the

!

downtown

shopping

area

featuring

a

30-foot

long

Waterfall.
But let's step back in time--centuries back--to
the 17th Century.

Our story starts with an area

called Colleton.
168
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Colleton

County

is

named

after

one of the

original Proprietors of the Province of Carolina, Sir
1111

Lord

Colleton.

Over

the

centuries,

time

and

entire

Today, 1,050 square miles remain, forming the

gradually year-round residents moved in, and by 1800,

owners,

spread the dread disease,

i

used

only during the summer months,

but

the settlement was known as Walterborough after its
first settlers.
And that malaria-stricken

daughter

of

Paul

Walter? She quickly recovered and lived to a ripe
old age of 76 !
Walterborough's First Post Office
In 1793, the first U.S. Post Office in the area

In 1784, one Colleton plantation owner, Major

was established at Jacksonborough, then the site of

Paul Walter, several of whose children had already

the court house, and located on the stage coach road

died of malaria, and whose only remaining daughter

between Charleston and Savannah.
Plantation owners were unhappy with having to

was already ill with the disease, decided to find a

i,ii/i

Hickory Valley.
plantation owners and their families.
At first, Hickory Valley was a settlement of log

vast quantities, making Colleton one of the leading
producers of rice in America.
But · the alternate
draining and flooding of the marshes, required for

The Founding of walterborough

11'1

to the area, which they called
Soon they were joined by other

cabins,

the plantation
malaria.

I

families

oak-lined drives yielded golden harvests of rice in

breeding places for mosquitos, which unbeknownst to

,11

with fresh,

grant.

the cultivation of rice, brought with it excellent

/11 ;1

surrounding a wooded valley,

well drained

circumstances have greatly altered that original land

During the 18th Century, plantation lands with
i/1

ground,

until they reached higher,

running water, and free of mosquitos.
Here they had two cabins built, and moved their

county which has retained the name of its Lord
Proprietor, Colleton.
,1111//

"estward

healthier
months.
He

place

to live during the dread surraner

meet in the Jacksonborough Court House during the
hot, malaria-ridden summer months, and eventually, in

and

his

brother

Jacob,

who

owned

a

neighboring plantation, mounted their horses and rode
170

1817, authorization was granted to erect a new court
house at Walterborough.
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lkI.'/

l/1

'/ 'I

// Ii'!/

,1'

,li11
I

i'

I
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Construction of the new Court House was begun in
1819, but even before it was completed, on 27 March
Edwin Chipman was named first postmaster at

1820,

Wal terborough.

There wasn't much mail handled at

Walterborough in those early days, as records from
the

U.S.

State Department

reveal

that

Postmaster

Chipman' s compensation for the entire fiscal year
ending 31 March 1821 was only $17.24!
In 1826, Walterborough was incorporated, and by
1827,

the

apparent,

growth
as

in

its

Archibald

postal

Campbell,

operations

was

Walterborough's

second postmaster received $193.06 for the fiscal
year ending 31 March 1827.

Two

more

Walterborough's
War--John

postmasters
postal
needs

A Fraysse,

Burbridge, from 1848.
tenure

Walterborough

handstamp.

handled
until

all

of

the
Civil
appointed 1839 and John W.

During Postmaster Burbridge's
Post

Office

acquired

a

The 1986 American Stampless Cover Catalog

lists a red 1859 handstamp as the earliest reported
marking from Walterborough.
This same handstamp continued in use for many
years--through the Confederate period and until about
1880!

'lb.e Confederate States Period
It

is

believed

that

Postmaster

Burbridge

continued as Postmaster at Walterborough during its
operation under the Confederate States of America.
During

the

early days

of the Confederacy,

a

scarce "Postmaster Provisional" envelope was sold at
walterborough's post office (listed in Scott's U.S.
specialized Catalog as lOOXUl and 100XU2).
Sherman's
February 1865.

army devastated Colleton County

in

Every plantation was looted and then

burned to the ground.

Plantation owners, well-to-do

one day, found themselves paupers the next.

With no

place to live, they moved to Walterborough.
A census

taken

in 1866

shows 93 houses,

18

carriages, 34 buggies, 39 horses, 63 dogs, 182 white
males, 221 white females,

168 black males, and 263

black females.
It

is

unlikely

that

the

Walterborough

post

office operated after Sherman's visit--though we do
not know

for sure.

If any of my readers has a

Confederate cover postmarked at Wal terborough after
February 1865, please send a photocopy to the author.

Reconstruction
On

May 21, 1866, Henry Albreacht was appointed

Pe>stmaster at Walterborough, signalling the start of
172
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handled mail on this line from
A route agent
21, 1917. Although this
t
August
ua~, 9, 1899
amb t & Green Pond
Jail '-.1
d s "B
er
1866 and 1877, when Federal troops were fina111,
te officially operate a
robe
1916, only
,ou
1915 to Dece
r 6'
withdrawn from South Carolina.
p.O." from June 24,
P O " marking has been
R·
Pond
R. • •
wal.terborough Becomes wal.terboro
"Ehrhardt & Green
the
recorded
location
The
earliest
of
the seen by this writer.
. th eentury
in the TWent1.e
Walterborough post office was in a little shop on
Walterboro
.
d postmaster of
.
.
was appointe
East Washington Street, near Wichman, about 1885.
Bernhard Levy
pointed in 1901
ust 1898 and reap
May 23, 1893 was a big day in Walterborough's walterbOro on 20 Aug
ff.
the business
.
. term of o ice,
post office history.
On that day, the spelling of and 1905.
During his
tward toward the
dually moved wes
the post office name was officially changed to area of the town gra
Office followed,
.
1906 the Post
"Walterboro",
Allen
C.
Izard
was
appointed court House, and in
. ·
h Shop i2, on the
ite
of
Tip
Top
cas
'
postmaster, and the post office moved into larger 100ving to the s
west of Hiott s
quarters next door, on the corner of East Washington north si'de of Washington street,
numerous appointments under the occupying militat·,
forces. Wal terborough had seven postmasters betw~

111

I

1,111

1\l\1!

,1\\!

and Neyle Streets.

Pharmacy.
In 1909, a municipal water system was installed

'111e Green Pond, wal.terboro & Branchville Ry.
In 1887 the railroad came to Walterborough.
longer

was

the

mail

delivered

by

stage

Jacksonboro' or St. George's railroad stations.

No
from
Now

the Green Pond, Walterboro and Branchville Ry. (it
never did get to Branchville) connected Walterboro'
direct! y with the outside world.
had

been

By 1896 the road

extended 15 miles beyond Walterboro to

Ehrhardt.
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°

at WalterbOro, and in 1910 the post Office once again
moved to larger quarters, this time to the south side
of

Washington

street,

to

the

former

site

of

Pinckney's Market.
On May 13, 1913, P. M. Murray was appointed as
postmaster at WalterbOro,

and in 1915 a municipal

PoWer and light plant was built, the water plant was
improved, and sewer lines were installed.
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In 1917 the Post Off ice moved further westwara

I

I

1929,

In

the

hand-operated

American

"flag

m:::.rhine u:::."'- reolaced with an International
11
on the south side of Washington Street, to larger cancel" macn. ~-= .....~ - -,;-hand-operated macm.Bo=, .. ~..'.. ~~
1 M originally a
quarters, this time to the Masonic Building no'rl ~e
tiad been' mechanized by the addition of an electric
occupied by the Novit-Siegel Co.
his machine is still in use.
The next postmaster of Walterboro was J. t10tor · T
were six R. F. D. routes
the 1930's there
Mitchell Witsell
(5/17/1917),
Robert R.
Miley
In
It is not known whether
.
t of Walterboro.
Harold
(3/18/1918), and Charles D. c. Adams (8/19/1920).
operating ou
these routes used any identifiable postmark.
Machine cancelling Canes to Walterboro
c. Richow' s "Encyclopedia of R.F .D. Cancels" lists a
Route 1 cancel from a Walterboro R.F.D- of an unknown

operated,
method

In 1934 Anderson Field was dedicated.

press relates that collectors from 39 states, Canada

u
postmaster at Walterboro,
During March 1926,

1930.
office.

,,

reappointed in 1926 and
fire

damaged the post

A temporary post office was set up at the

Old Express Office on Walter Street until August
1926,

when

it

returned to

the

Masonic

Building.

Apparently the flag cancel machine was damaged in the
fire and replaced with a different machine, resulting
in

the

"different

die"

listing

in

"Standard Machine Cancel Encyclopedia."
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Langford's

The local

On

May

26,

1937,

the Walterboro Post Office

built expressly for the
occupied a new building,
purpose on the northeast corner of Washington St. and
c. Stacy Kearse was postmaster from 1934
Lucas Ave.

to 1952.
In the 1940' s a branch of the Walterboro Post
accommodate the large
established
to
Office was
number of servicemen stationed at the Walterboro Air
Base.

177

at wen the appliance and carpet store of the Farena
postmaster
Co,
over the past year 1t
has been
•
•
Walterboro from 1952 until June 1977, when c · B. yurn1ture
completely remodeled (almost rebuilt!) and should
Freston became acting postmaster. In October, 1978,
serve the postal needs of the city for many years.
Darrell D. Kirby was appointed postmaster at
Walterboro, followed by David Ott (acting) in March
1981.
On August 8, 1981, Paul K. Hooker became

Budd

George

Price,

3rd

was

postmaster, and he is still serving in that position.
During

Postmaster

Hooker's

three items should be recorded.

terms

of

COLLETOH COUHTY, SC.

office,

From July 21 1984 to

August 31, 1984, the Walterboro Post Office used a
special illustrated postmark commemorating the 200th
I

;1111

Birthday of the city. This handstamp was in use for \
this extended period with special permission, because
the Model M cancelling machine could not be fitted
with a slogan die.
In

August

1985,

the

Walterboro

Post

Office

placed in use a self-inking postmark manufactured by
Priority Products,

Inc. of Toms River, NJ. , which

eliminated the use of the messy ink pads required
with standard issue handstamps.
Finally, on April 14, 1986, the Walterboro Post

z,·,....
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P Supermarket,

·, ' - -·

!

Ii

\.

ATLANTIC

building a half block east from its present location,
&

'

'\.·,. .

Office is scheduled to move into a very much larger
That building was originally an A

y·,1

--- --·,.'!_._... ._

._.1·

Fig. 1

i
OCEAN

I
j

Colleton county; s.c. arxi its county
seat, walterboro; population, 7,000,
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•A Bitter Draught We Have Bad to Quaff•:
Sherman's March ibrough the Eyes of

'fllt"ner

married

Louisa Dennis,

the daughter of a

Eatonton merchant and planter. A year later,
"ealthy
thousand-acre plantation adjoining his
he bOught a
4

Addison Turner
By Lawrence
Huff
father' s , about nine miles from Eatonton.
In March 1862,
Joseph
.
He called
the Countryman, the · onl
Adchson
Turner l aunched hi• home Merry Dale, but when his brother, William
. .
Josepi

.
printed
on a southern plY penochcal
t .
1 ever ed.1 t ed and Wilberforce Turner, succeeded to the ownership of the

an at1on.
It was publ"ishecl
weekly at Turnwold, the Turner plantation in Putnam

family homestead, Joseph dropped the name.

Since the

dwellings were only a few hundred yards apart and the

I two

1862 to May 8, 1866, the only break occurring between

plantations shared a school and a post office,
5
the name Turnwold served for both.
Like many antebellum southerners, Turner pursued

June 1865 and January 1866.

It circulated in every

a variety of interests. He taught school for several

and its editorials were
quoted in practically all southern newspapers. 2

years, practiced law at intervals, and participated

Joseph Addison Turner was born in 1826 in Putnam

Because his childhood ailment left him permanently

County, the fifth child and first son of William and
3
Lucy Turner.
Kept at home because of a thigh bone

lame, he remained at home during the Civil War, where
he produced the Countryman, ran a hat factory, and

infection at the age of seven, he received his first

managed

education from his father.

brother and brother-in-law while they were away in

County,

Georgia,

for about three and a half years

during and just after the Civil War, from March 4,

state of the Confederacy,

He later attended a local

in politics, serving in the Georgia Senate in 1859.

his

plantation

of his

But the majority of his education came from his own

total of over a hundred slaves.
literary pursuits remained his
But Turner's
Between 1847 and 1860 he was a
first love.
contributor to Porter's Spirit of the Times, DeBow's

philosophy,

and the classical languages.
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In 1850,

three

those

military

in a variety of subjects, particularly history , law,

the

as

academy and spent a term at Emory College in 1845.
extensive reading and study, which led to proficiency

service,

as well
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plantations having
6

a

I

I
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0 f vers, tatler.
and a long satirical poe ~occll&tions
.
sut in 1863, TUrner added a weekly sl)lflMry
essays on the cultivati m,f edited a coll ec t.ion of ;::;--of war and other news, and early in 1864 a major
newspaper for a year. on o cotton, and publ'ishea a ctian'le in its plan and purposes occurred. After this

issues
of four small
8e a 1. so produced one t O three
.
.
t hem largely with selemagazines
t·
or reviews, f.illir>J
established and edited cf ions from his Own pen, and
of an impressive
.
.
quarterly journal, the Plour numbers
.

,''illilli

1, 111,

Review,
periodicals:
heuthern
published
Literary Messenger
- . ' and other,,;,e eighteenth century, such as the spectator and the
. . the So

II
I

,:espects it resent>led Niles' National Register, in
t)lat it came to serve as a record of the times. 8 Its

pages included the texts of speeches, messages,
winch
was suspended bee antation, the publ'ication
of letters of public officials, and a variety of
.
.
War.
aocumentary material including laws, military orders,
ause of the Civil
on Y truly and announcements emanating from the governors of
But the Countryman was Turner's
1
i ion to states and the president o.f the Confederacy. But,
successful
In add't ·
literary venture.
establishing
Turner'scarreputation, it helped launch
yet
another literary
issue carried
eer. The first ·
.

perhaps most important, a nunber of issues include
Turner's accounts of Sherman's cavalry raids in

this
intelligent
white boy
advertisement:
'
·one-sentence
"An active,
·
wanted at this office
t
' 14 or
15 years of age, 15
·
printing
,
o learn the
. .

middle Georgia in the sunmer of 1864 and of raids by

business."
I·

tioe it retained a literary department, but in other

An Eatonton

lad named Joel

Chandler

Harris saw the advertisement, applied, obtained the
job, and remained with the paper as long as it was
printed.

Working first as a printer's devil, then as

he soon began contributing reviews,
7
essays, and poems, all under Turner's tutelage.
a

compositor,
During

its early history,

the Countr~ was

modeled on the famous English literary periodicals of
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his troops during his March to the sea in Novent>erTurner stated that his purpose in printing these
.
diary-like accounts was "to give a faithful picture"
9
of a Yankee invasion.
While Sherman was besieging Atlanta, he was
sending cavalry units out from the city on raiding
expeditions.

On

July 21, 1864, he sent a cavalry

division under General Kenner Garrard on a two day
mission to the covington area abOut thirty miles from
183

Decatur.

Rumors about the movement of Garrard's

troops spread like wildfire in middle Georgia, as

1111111

Turner observed in this vivid note:
II

July 22.

Last Saturday Morning, 23rd, between 6 and 7
o'clock, we were awakened by something of a
A servant
commotion at our bed-room door.
reported to us that a negro stood without,
bearing tidings that Madison had been burned, on
the day before, and that the yankees, who caused
the conflagration, were coming. We got up, and
drew on our pantaloons, without any undignified
hurry, and went to the door.
When we got to the door, we saw a darkey
standing without and asked him what was the
matter.
He replied in a tremulous voice, and
with much trepidation, 'Miss s~sent me to tell
you dat de yankees burnt Madison, yesterday, an'
dey are comin' on dis way.' We could not deny
that the yankees had burned Madison, but we
doubted their coming this way, and made our self
rather easy than otherwise, though we1aespatched
[sic] the rumor to a neighbor or two.

1111

Later that day, Henry M. Trippe stopped on his
way to Eatonton from his Greene County plantation and
told Turner that the Yankees had come no nearer
Turnwold than Eatonton.
24,

Turner

sent

to

The next day, Sunday, July
Eatonton

for

the

mail

and

requested s. C. Prudden, the postmaster, to send him
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In the meantime, Trippe passed Turnwold
the news.
again on his way back to his plantation and informed
TUrner of a Confederate victory in Atlanta on Friday,
He expressed the opinion that the Yankees
He added,
had not been lower than Covington.
however, that just as he was leaving Eatonton he saw
a man who reported that Atlanta had fallen, that
there was a general stampede from Madison and the
whole country was open to raiders. He did not know
11
what to believe.
Trippe's opinion that the Union cavalry had not
been lower than the Covington area was correct, for
by July 23, Garrard and his troops had returned to
the

lines around Atlanta, having cut the Augusta
supply route. 12 But Trippe was something less than
correct about the Confederate victory on July 22.
This,

of course, was a reference to the Battle of

Atlanta, and, as John P. Dyer has said, it resulted
in "a draw, and a draw here was equivalent to a
1113

defeat for Hood's army.
Having cut the Augusta line of supplies to the
Confederates,

Sherman

reaching

Macon

the

now
road.

addressed
To

himself

accomplish

to
this

objective, he ordered Generals George Stoneman and
185

F..dward McCook to move in concert with their troops,
Stoneman around Atlanta southeast to McDonough and
McCook south to Fayetteville, with instructions to
come together after dark on July 28 on the Macon road
near Lovejoy's Station and destroy a stretch of track
there. 14 But after leaving Atlanta, Stoneman decided
1111

to disobey Sherman's orders and go directly to Macon.
Arriving at Clinton on July 29, he sent a selected
detachment of 125 men corcmanded by Major Francis M.
Davidson on a raiding expedition to Gordon; then he
proceeded to within a few miles of Macon, where he
met strong opposition from an army hastily collected
and armed by General Howell Cobb, and was forced to
retreat in the direction from which he had come. 15
Earlier, General Wheeler had learned of Stoneman' s

1'

move and had ordered Confederate forces to follow and
16
attack him.
After he had retreated on July 30 to
near Hillsboro, a village some nine miles south of
Monticello, he began to encounter these

Confederate

forces, and the next day heavy fighting went on until
he and a portion of his corcmand were surrounded and
'Ii,

111

captured.

The remainder of his troops escaped in the
17
f
d 1rect1on o Eatonton.
.

.

The

detachment

that

Stoneman

had

sent from

Clinton on July 29 caused considerable damage at
186

c;ordon, went on to raid Errmett Station and Toomsboro,
then passed to the right of Milledgeville and moved
north through Putnam County to rejoin, near Madison,
the troop.s that had escaped from the fighting near
Hillsboro. 18 It was this detachment that raided the
About 4 o'clock on Saturday,
Turnwold corrmuni ty.
July

30,

Turner

received

this

message

from

the

Eatonton postmaster:
our last report from Montecello is that the
yankees were not at Monticello at the time they
were reported to be • • • [Turner indicated that
this was a day or two earlier] but that about
7,000 were at Covington, the main body moving
towards Griffin.
Don't know what to believe.
Whiting's train fg-s captured and burned, last
night, at Gordon.
"OUr mail is cut off both
Turner corrmented:
ways now, and we get no papers, and 'no nothing' and
know nothing. 1120 But the next day he wrote:
Nine o'clock, a.m., July 3lst.--yesterday
afternoon, about 5 o'clock, the raiders actually
made their appearance
in this
immediate
vicinity. They came within one mile of us, and
then turned off towards Denham.--They came from
the direction of Milledgeville, and had captured
as prisoners, Stephen B. Marshall, Esq., at his
plantation, on the OConee, and Jesse T.
187

1

11

1 ...

Batchelor, Esq., at the plantation of Mrs.
Beall.
They were reported to have other
prisoners with them.
At the house of Wm. Little, our nearest
neighbor, they behaved very well, taking only
something to eat, and one or two other needed
articles.
At the house of Mrs. Johnson, they
also behaved well, requiring only something to
eat, and one horse, leaving one in the place of
the one they took. Their comparatively good
conduct was continued at the house of Mrs.
Hubert, where they took four hams, and two
horses.
Their courtesy and respect for the
ladies ge~ally prevailed, wherever we heard
from them.
Two days later Turner added:
One o'clock, p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 2nd.--After
writing the above, it seemed to be made evident
that we must become non comeatibus in swampo
(whither we retired)--or become ourself a
prisoner.
The female portion of our family
decided the former was better for us, and we
acted upon their suggestion. To-day, Wheeler's
cavalry possessed attraction enough to draw us
from our covert, and so we have emerged to
finish our notes, in our sanctum.
From Mrs. Hubert's, the yankees went to
Denham, and there helped themselves to sundry
boots, and shoes, but did not destroy anything
by burning. [ A tannery and shoe factory were
located at Denham. ]
Thence they went to Dr.
Weaver's,
and
thence,
probably,
toward
Greensboro' •
Another squad of cavalry reached Eatonton at
midnight, sunday night, and burned the depot,
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monday
morning,
cot'!lllitting
some
oth22
depredations. They filed off towards Madison.
It is reported that another squad passed through
Hancock county, yesterday, with an easterly, or
north-easterly inclination. All the squads were
refugees from a fight near Hillsboro, in Jasper
county, on sunday, where, we learn, the whole
yankee force surrendered to our cavalry, but
where, also, by some mismanageme~ a majority
of them were allowed to get away.
Those, who
came through this section, were on a stampede
towards their lines. Wheeler's cavalry, to-day:
but, last night, we made it convenient not to
see them, because we understood the~ere
yankees.
The
squad which
passed through this
neighborhood was variously estimated at from 75
to 75,000.
We judge there were about 100. So
far as we know, to-day, the country is clear of
yankees, and our cavalry are pursuing . . . [T~~
raid] came within a mile of us, but missed us.
In

a

second

note,

dated

August

2,

Turner

explained a rumor that some Yankees had actually come
to Turnwold:
Tues. 2nd.~Last night we slept soundly,
until about 2 o'clock, when we were awakened by
a negro and told that the yankees were around.
We left again. This morning, about 9 o'clock,
we received information that three yankees had
been to our house, and helped themselves to as
much corn as they wanted, and one of our negro
men. This was all the harm they had done. We
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suspected, irrmediately, that this was a squad of
our cavalry, who had taken one of our neg roes,
as a pilot: but we could not know it.
Afterwards it turned out to be so.
In the
meantime, the negroes had spread the report that
there had been a thousand yankees at our house,
the night before, that they had burned the
hat-shop [in September 1862 Turner had started a
hat factory at Turnwold], and corrmitted other
outrages.
This ;;ew over the country on the
wings of the wind.
Turner learned later that the scouts in the preceding
passage

belonged

to

General

William

w.

Allen's

Confederate corrma.nd and were part of a group of
twelve or fifteen sent out on reconnaissance.

On

August 4 three of them came back to Turnwold to get
26
information on the rumored thousand Yankees.
This was the last time any of Allen's men came
to Turnwold, but one of his scouts wrote Turner the
following letter:

hospitalities. You see the yankees were lurking
around, at that time, and this wealthy lady
wanted us to protect her, and her property. A
few days afterwards, after we had cleared the
country of yankees, we were scouting around
again, and passed the same house. Four of us
got a meal there, and the good lady charged us
$1.50 apiece. The yankees were gone, then.
A very wealthy old gentleman, in your
county, charged us $25 for scraps of iron enough
to make five horse-shoes. We had our own smith
along, who did the work.--Do you think such
people ought ever t~ 1ook to us to protect them,
7
and their property?
Putnam County witnessed no further raids until
November,

but the results of the fighting around
Both Turnwold
Atlanta were more and more evident.
and Eatonton were shocked when the train that arrived
in Eatonton Monday evening, August 15, brought the
body of Captain B. F. Hubert, the husband of Turner's
Hubert had been killed in the
sister Frances.
fighting near Atlanta on Saturday, August 13, while

Mr. Countryman:
In passing through Middle
Georgia, our corrmand was generally very kindly
treated, and we have no cause of complaint.
Your country people were particularly kind to
us.
But there were some exceptions in Putnam.
At one house, when we first appeared there, the
lady of the house was very obliging, indeed, and
charged us nothing for a meal we ate. In fact
she
had invited us to partake of her
190

posting some pickets in front of the trenches.
remains

His

were

deposited in the burial grounds at
28
Turnwold on August 16.
The local impact of the fighting was evident in
other ways as well.

In the Countryman for August 30,

Turner wrote that he had talked with the surgeon of
191

the

medical

post

in

Eatonton

and

that

several

buildings on the town square--the Temperance Hall,
the Masonic Hall,

the Eatonton Hotel, and various

other

houses-had

rooms

and

been

impressed

as

hospitals to receive from five hundred to a thousand
sick and wounded soldiers who would be coming. 29
General Hood evacuated Atlanta on September 2,
111111

l,u:

!1'1111

1,.1

and the next day the Union army took complete control
30
of the city.
Two months later, Sherman had planned
his march to the sea, and on November 9 issued an
order dividing his army into two wings, the right
wing composed of the Fifteenth and Seventeenth Corps,

I

I

11

and

the left wing composed of the Fourteenth and

Twentieth.

The army left Atlanta November 15, the

right

and

wing

cavalry

going

southeast

towards

Jonesboro and the left wing heading east by
31
Decatur.
After moving through McDonough, the right
wing proceeded to Jackson and Monticello,
Clinton, Gordon, and the Macon area. 32

then to

News of the approaching Yankees reached Turner
on November 16, when he received a note from his
sister, Mrs. Elizabeth Reid, who lived on a Jasper
County plantation bout four miles from Monticello,
some twenty-seven miles from Turnwold. 33
The note
follows:
192

We are in a worse stew, about the yankees,
then we've ever been yet. Yesterday, a report
came to town that they were advancing, on Macon,
in a large body, and would probably, pass
through Monticello. I think, however, 'twasn't
credited, though scouts were sent out, today,
and their report is, that yankees, a plenty,
were in Jackson, and at the Indian Spring. And,
late this afternoon, information that we can't
doubt, says they have been crossing the Ocmulgee
(at Pitman's ferry) all the afternoon. Sam came
from town, late this evening, accompanied by
several pickets ( who have been driven in) but
they ate their supper, and were off, before Sam
and I could hold much of a conversation about
what course to pursue about our negroes, meat,
and mules.
We both, however, thought 'twould
probably be best to send them down to you, and
then, if you thought it best, you could send
them farther.
It is, however, Sam's intention
to follow on, in the morning, if he isn't cut
off. Sam says the people of Monticello hope the
yankees are going to keep down the river, and so
on, to Macon: though there is no knowing what
they will do. I feel quite undecided about what
to do, as I've all along felt as if 'twas safest
to remain at one's own home-- ( I speak with
regard to the negroes and mules)--but s. thought
~t ~st to send them off, and I' 11 have to do
1.t.
In the Countryman, Turner recorded events of the
next three days, Thursday through Saturday, November
17-19:
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The mules and negroes, arrived at our house,
about breakfast time, thursday morning. During
thursday, and friday, we continued to hear
various rumors, some of which were wild, and
extravagant, indeed.
Sam Reid, who, his
mother's letter announced, was to follow his
mules and negroes, did not make his appearance
until saturday.
Amid the many rumors which we heard, on
thursday, and friday, we were left completely in
the dark, as to whether we ought to undertake to
do anything, but just stay, and take it, as it
would
come--though we really hoped,
and
believed, it would not come, at all.
If the
yankees were making the railroads their lines of
march, as reported, we thought we were in as
safe a place as we could get • • • •
What caused us to believe that the yankees
were not coming, was the fact that Sam Reid had
not arrived at our house, according to his
mother's letter.
On friday, too, we received the following
note from Mr. Prodden [the Eatonton postmaster],
which threw us still more off of our guard:

'I

I

1:

Eatonton, Nov. 18, 1864
J.A. Turner:--There is some uncertainty about
the yankees having crossed the Ocmulgee. Most
persons, arriving, say that they have 16
crossed: but a man has just arrived, who thinks
they have not. He saw them, on the other side,
just at dusk.
Another man says they entered Monticello, at
2 o'clock, this morning.
None of our scouts have arrived, although
they left at 3 p •• m., yesterday.
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There are rumors of another column moving
down, on the Ga. R.R.
Respectfully,
s. c. Prudden
P.S.--Indian Spring, and Nuting's factory,
reported burned.
A note, just received from my brother
Nathan, says our forces are falling back to
Macon, and will fight at that point.
Nothing certain about the numbers of the
enemy.
Both infantry, and cavalry, are moving.
Three thousand five hundred yankees camped
at Social Circle, last night.
No yankees in Monticello, at 4 o'clock this
morning.--This is reliable.
S.C.P.
sam•s not coming, and Mr. Prudden's letter,
made us tolerably easy. We concluded the column
of yankees on the Ocmulgee, would make that
river their line, and those on the Georgia road,
would make that road their line, and thus we
would escape • • • •
On
saturday morning, we received the
following note from Dr. Rogers [ a neighbor] ,
which waked us up, somewhat, from our dream of
false security:
J. A. Turner:--Dear Sir-I saw 25 or 30 citizens of Jasper county,
just past my house, with 75 to 100 negroes, on
mules.
One, a very intelligent gentleman, said
the yankees were marching in three columns--one
on each railroad, and one through the distance
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between. He advised to remove all you could, as
they were destroying everything.
They burnt
Monticello last night, and Atlanta a few days
since--Indian Spring, etc.
They were to
concentrate either in Augusta, or Macon.
My
informant reported 50 yankee pickets at Eatonton
Factory, this morning, at daylight. Doubtless
all is so.
L. D. Rogers
After this letter, we concluded to wait for Sam
to come, as we thought he was among the Jasper
refugees, and if we concluded to run our
negroes, and mules, we could send them off with
him. Sam came just before night. He had been
out with a company of scouts, and reported no
yankees in Putnam, nor anywhere near.
So we
went to sleep, that night again,--in false
security.
Between one and two o'clock, the same night,
a man hailed at our gate, and we asked who was
there.
He replied 'a friend. ' We thought he
was probably a yankee, but concluded to face the
music, and so got up, and invited him in. We
found with him another cavalryman, and they both
came into our parlor, dripping wet, as it had
been raining nearly allnight. They had on their
rubber blankets, or overcoats, and we could not
see their uniforms. We were confident, however,
that we faced two yankee scouts, or pickets,
though
they
represented
themselves
as
confederates.
They soon stated their object to be whiskey.
Bradley Slaugh~, they said, had informed them
we had whiskey.
Of course we could not help feeling indignant
that a neighbor (as to locality) had sent
yankees to our house, and we replied:
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'Mr. Slaughter had no business to tell you
any such thing, gentlemen. He knows, very well,
that we never sold a drop of spirits, in our
life, and that we do not keep whiskey to sell.
It is true that we generally keep spirits of
some kind in our house, for our own use, and the
use of our friends. You are perfectly welcome
to drink, but we have no spirits to sell, or
give away.'
Thereupon, we got a bottle of whiskey, and,
after our two guests drank, they begged us so
hard to let them have some, that we poured out
about two-thirds of the whiskey (mean sorghum)
into a canteen of one of them. They both left,
thanking us, and insisting upon paying us. But
we told them no, and they thanked us again, and
said they were going to cross the river, and
report to the nearest corrmandant of a military
post.
Next morning, their horses' tracks were
followed, and it appeared that they returned
towards the yankee camp at Park's bridge.
We waked up sam Reid, and Mr. Wright
[probably a worker in the printing shop), and
called a council of war.
These scouts had
reported the yankees at Park's bridge: but sam
was so confident, from the result of his
scouting the day before, that there were no
yankees anywhere near us, that he discredi tea
the scouts, and went back to bed. Next morning,
he
went
out
scouting
himself,
in
the
neighborhood of Park's bridge, and returned
about 10 or 11 o'clock, reporting that the
yankees were at that bridge.
So he made off
with all possible speed, with his mules, and
negroes.
It being sunday, our own negroes had
scattered, and all we could do was, to send off
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our mules to the swamp, and hide them.
For
ourself, we determined to remain, knowing that
we were a citizen no~6cornbatant, and take things
as they might arise.
The two scouts belonged to a unit of the Second
Division of Sherman's Twentieth Corps.

This division

had been detached at Madison and sent to destroy the
railroad bridge across the Oconee River. 37
After
destroying

the bridge,

these troops proceeded, on

November 20, down the river to Park's mill.
Geary,

the coomanding officer,

wrote that,

John

w.

after

leaving this mill "and having crossed Sugar Creek
[he] came to Glade's Cross-Roads, where [he] took the
one leading to the left.

Moving one mile and a half

on this road [he] again turned to the left, on a
smaller one, and encamped at dark near the large
tannery and shoe factory and store owned by James
Denham."

This establishment,

located about three

miles from Turnwold, was one of the most extensive of
its

kind

in

the

South.

The troops burned the

factory, tannery, and all adjacent buildings except
the dwelling houses and, as one officer said, left
them

"burning

splendidly. 1138

Foragers

spread

throughout the country between the Oconee and the
route taken by the rest of the corps, 39 and some of

111
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these foragers raided Turnwold on November 20 and 21.
In the Countryman for December 6, Turner printed a
full account of the raids, so full, in fact, that he
explained:

"The Countryman professes to be an exact

reflex of the times in which we live: and to give a
faithful

picture of the scenes which are enacted

during this war, we put on record little things, as
well as great ones.

If we seem to place before the

public, things egotistic, and family matters, it is
simply because it was with these we had to deal: and
rather

than

not provide material

for

the future

historian, we have to tell what we did, and what
members of our family said and did, and what was done
by other friends around us. 1140

The account follows:

Sun. 20th Nov.-- • • • About 1 or 2 o'clock,
4 or 5 yankees came, professing they would
behave as gentlemen.
These gentlemen, however
stole my gold watch, and silver spoons, besides
whiskey, tobacco, and a hat or two, apiece.
About the middle of the afternoon, 4 more came,
and got a few hats, and one fiddle, and some
whiskey.
About night , two dutchrnen came, and
got some whiskey, a few hats, etc.
Mon. 21--The yankees camped at Denham, last
night, about 3 miles from here.
Burned the
tannery this morning.
Twenty or thirty, came
here, and got mules, and horses, and boys Jack
and Torn. This evening, Mr. Castellaw [a worker
199
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I

:11
I

in the printing shop] heard firing in the
direction of Milledgeville.
It was Slocum's
20th Army Corps, at Denham. Passed as i f going
to Sparta, but at Mr. Spivey' s turned in the
direction of Milledgeville.
Tues. 22--The negroes report the yankees
grinding at Mrs. Beall's mill, all day to-day.
Wed. 23--Mr. Wilson [foreman of the printing
shop] and Jimmy Wright [probably a worker in the
printing shop] saw 5 yankee cavalrymen at
Denham, this morning.
They ordered all the
editors, and printers, of the Countryman, to
report out on th~ road from Denham to
Philadelphia church. 1
We did not report,
however. They pretended to be on the search for
a little pocket-book which they lost, and which
some of Mrs. Hubert 's negroes found. They got
the pocket-book. One of them told Mrs. Hubert
he had heard Gen. Joe Johnston had collected an
army of 20,000, to oppose Sherman's march
through Georgia, and if Sherman's army could be
held in 421eck for three days, it was obliged to
'go up.'

To one fellow who had his pistol in hand, we
remarked, 'there is no use in that--put your
pistol up, and behave yourself like a gentleman,
and you shall have everything you want.' He put
his pistol up, as though we had been his
officer, a~ behaved hi mself very decently
afterwards.

Later

Of the Irishman, Turner wrote:

Turner

described

the

first

squad

of

Yankees to come to his house on November 20 and an
Irishman who was with the troops on November 21.
The first squad of yankees who came to our
house, on sunday, 20th Nov • . . . were requested
by us to give us their names., as it might be
our fortune to meet them again, and should we
ever do so, we desired to know them.
They rendered in their names as follows:
'T.W. Sherman: John Smith, Graves Co., Ky.:

Franklin Winchester, Illinois: N. G. Mulligan,
Missouri.'
We are inclined to believe the last two may
be real names. The first two are fictitious, of
course--and the last two may be. But we entered
the names upon our pocket-book, in presence of
the yankees, with as much dignity and gravity,
as i f we had been going through with a real
business transaction.
We asked T. w. Sherman (the one who got our
gold watch) whether he was related to the
general. He disowned the relationship.
We asked John Smith if he was any kin to
Pocahontas: but he didn't seem to be well enough
acquainted with history to understand the joke.

The worst thief that came upon our
plantation (always expecting the gentlemanly
yankee officer, who got our watch) was an
irishman. • • .
On monday morning, 21st Nov. , as we learn,
Slocum had had read, at Denham, an order that no
one was to be allowed to enter a house. . . .
Those who came to Turnwold, seemed so intent to
get stock, that they showed no disposition to
enter
houses:
but thi s irishman was an
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exception.
He got down off of his horse, and
came into our storehouse, first, where we keep
all sorts of plantation supplies, with supplies
for our printing office, and hat-shop.
His first demand, like that of all other
yankees, after the information obtained from our
good neighbor, Slaughter, was whiskey. We told
him that we had had some of that article, on the
day before, but that his men had got all of it.
If, however, he desired a smell, he could have
that--and we gave him our demi john-' the place
where the whiskey ought to be' --and he took it
up, drew two good long smells, and one deep
sigh, and set the demijohn down again • . • .
There were several articles .he wanted, for
which he proposed to pay.
But we didn't have
them.
He then corrmenced marching around the
house, searching as he went.
He would go up
stairs, and peep under the beds.
He 'didn't
want nothin', but just to see.
. . • Upon coming down stairs, he went into
the safe, and took the butter jar. He must have
some butter: and he conmenced putting it into a
tin-bucket he had stolen.
'Leave us some for supper,' we said.
'Och! replied he, 'You've got plenty of
cows; you can make plenty.
Simply to tease the irishman, we insisted on
his leaving some. At last with a great stretch
of generosity, he concluded to leave us about
two ounces, and did so.
Next he wanted some ' 'ams out of the meat' ouse, ' and ordered the key.
We got the key,
opened the door, and he selected five hams . • .
The irishman now wanted some flour, but we
managed to talk him out of it. . . • Then he
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wanted to see the inside of our meal room. The
key was brought, and the door opened, but he saw
nothing that suited his fancy. Next he wanted
some chickens, and got our own shotgun to shoot
them. But we persuaded him that he had better
let that alone, as people might think fighting
was going on at Turnwold.
We called a little
negro boy, and told him to take the dogs, and
catch five or six chickens for the irishman.
By this time the crowd had all left, but the
irishman, and a bit of a New York boy, who said
to Paddy, 'Oh, let the man's chickens aloag ! "
and off they put to rejoin their companions.
Besides various miscellaneous articles, Turner's
combined losses as a result of the raids on November
20

and

silver

21

included a gold watch and chain,

tablespoons,

nine

silver

teaspoons,

five
two

saddles, a one-horse wagon, two horses, eight mules,
45
and three slaves.
Turner wrote the following account of his
activities during the days that followed:
Thurs. 24th-Rode over to Aleck Eakin.
Drove old Dinah to my buggy, using plough gear
for harness.
Old Dinah was so poor, and no
account, the yankees would not have her. Went
on to Dr. Rogers' , and saw Mr. Spivey there.
The yankees had made a complete wreck at the
doctor' s--tearing up and destroying everything.
After dinner rode over to sister Fanny's [Mrs.
B. F. Hubert] , and to Denham. What a wreck I
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found at the latter place--smoking ruins, and
private
papers
scattered
all
over
the
plantation! Got an Enfield rifle which some of
Mrs. Hubert's negroes had picked up, at camp.
Called at mother's as I return~. The yankees
did not get to her house at all.
Fri. 25th--I thought I heard the din of
battle, this morning, about three o'clock, and
thought I saw the flashing of the guns, in a
westerly direction: but it afterwards turned out
that what I thought was the din of battle, was
the noise made by the burning of Mrs. Johnson's
ginhouse, and what I supp::>sed to be the flashing
of the guns, was the flames of that burning.
But I certainly heard artillery, away in the
distance. Heard, to-day, that Milledgeville had
been burned.
Fighting going on at Macon, from
sunday, till wednesday morning, at which time we
still held the place. Reinforcements expected ,
on our side. Yankees who started up the river ,
in Hancock, have been whipped back. The governor
of South carolina has ordered all his militia to
Hamburg.
Some of our men who were returning
with some yankee prisoners, from Baldwin county,
told Mr. Wright this.
Sat. 26th--Various negroes, who went off
with the yankees, are returning. None of mine
have done so. These negroes rep::>rt that Macon
was captured by the yankees, on tuesday, and
that the firing heard here, on friday morning,
was a salute to Sherman, who then arrived in
Milledgeville.
They rep::>rt Milledgeville
uninjured • . . . Their tale is an improbable one.
Sun 27th-The tales the negroes told,
yesterday, ascertained to be untrue.
The
yankees, did ·not go to Macon at all, but are
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fleeing towards the coast--Wheeler on their
right flank, Hampton on
heir left, and our
forces gathering in front.

47

While

the

Yankees

were

raiding

Turnwold

on

November 20, several notes passed between Turner and
his mother,

and these

notes,

along with Turner's

corrments, were recorded in the Countryman:
Dear Joseph:--Would it be best to send some
trusty hand off with the mules? We could send
him some meal, and meat, afterwards.
Is there
no white man about your house that could go?
What did the yankees do, at your house?
L. W. T.

We had already written what the yankees had
done, but our mother had not received the note,
when she wrote hers. There was no white person
whose situation would allow him to go off with
the mules--so we wrote as follows, in reply to
the above note:
Dear Mother:--! have already written you
what the yankees did. Make William, or Charles,
take the stock off. This is all I can say.
Above all, do not be alarmed. The yankees will
probably treat you p::>litely if you are polite to
them.
In reply to this, our mother wrote as follows:
Joseph:--! am not alarmed about myself.
Neither William, nor Charles, is here.
Davy
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Well, Sherman has marched through Georgia
from one end to the other; and though we have no
idea his march was half so 'agreeable' as he
represents it,
yet he has gone through,
comparatively uninjured--hardly receiving a
scratch.
This should mantle with the blush of
shame the cheek of every Georgian, and every
Confederate.
We,
for one,
feel deeply
mortified--hurnbled,
chagrined-even degraded.
It is a bitter draught we have had to quaff: and
yet God pressed the chalice to our lips.
!g
must accept the lesson which he has taught us.

went off with the mules, but I think he had
better come in, as I think he is about taking
the measles. I have no one to send for him. ·
In reply to the above note, we could only
send word to our mother, by a negro, that more
yankees were coming upon us, and we had no t i me
to write. We could only conroend her to the care
of God, and tell her to take everything cooly.
These are some of the scenes we had to
witness and some of the things we had to endure.
A mob of savage yankees, and Europeans,
surrounding us with the pistol, and the
torch--our children frightened--a mother and
sister calling upon us for counsel, and
assistance--our wife put away in her room, by
our own hand, where we begged her to stay--our
fears excited all the while, lest she should
betray her indignation, and give vent to her
feelings, in words which might cause the hyenas
to insult her--this is what we have had to
endure,
and this is what thousands upon
thousands of other people, at the south have had
to endure.
Those of us who have suffered in
this way, can hardly be expected to love our
tormentors, and persecutors, and we can hardly
be expected to look with much favor upon
anything that has the .fs!mote resemblance to
reunion with the yankees.

I

Turner's final statements about Sherman's march
through
1

111!

Georgia

appeared

the

Countryman

for

the surrender of the southern armies and soon showed,
in

his

editorials,

that he had

becoming a mere submissionist.
print

a

platform

upon

I

I

111,

intention of

Because he began to

which

he

thought

the

reconstruction of the Union should be based, he was
arrested on June 26, 1865, and taken before General
James

tt:

Wilson,

the military commander in Macon.

Here he was subjected to some rough talk and then
released, but such restrictions were imposed upon him
as editor that he decided he could no longer issue
50
his paper and suspended publication on June 27.
He
resumed publication on January 30,
Countryman

had

lost

its spirit,

number on May 8, 1866.
1111

no

1866, but the

and,

finding

it

impossible to recapture it, Turner issued the last

January 10, 1865:

'

in

Turner continued to publish the Countryman after
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Turner survived the Countryman by less than two
years.

Because

of

indebtedness

he

lost

his

plantation and moved to Eatonton, where he resumed
the practice of law.

He tried to start a paper

advocating the dual policy of reconstruction and
.
.
.
' f , 51 b ut, f a1' 1 ing
re 1 1e
in
t h.is attempt, beg an in
Scott's Monthly a column entitled "Crumbs from the
11111

Countryman's Table."
In January 1868 he moved his family into what later
became the Uncle Remus Hotel in Eatonton.

There he

became ill with a bronchial infection and died on
· 52
February 29 at the early age of forty-one years.
OOl'ES

1

Jay B. Hubbell, The South in American Literature, 1607-1900 (Durham, N. C., 1954), 783.
2
All iss~es of the Countryman may be found in
the Emory University Library. Countryman 5 (April 7,
1863):2; Joel Chandler Harris, On the Plantation: A
Sto
of a Geer ia Bo 's Adventures During the War
New York, 1897, 22.
3 William Turner family Bible in possession of

the Dennis T. Turner family, Milledgeville, Georgia.
The best source of information on Turner's life is
his manuscript journal
(microfilm copy,
Emory
University Library), [hereinafter cited as Turner's
Journal].
208

4The two plantations were originally settled by
F,dmund Lane and William Alexander about 1807, the
year Putnam County was formed. Countryman 19 (June
21, 1864):334.
5 rbid., 21 (February 13, 1866):20-23.
6This number is based on a report which Turner
submitted to the Federal authorities in Eatonton on
July 8, 1865. Turner's Journal, July 9, 1865.
7 Harris, On the Plantation, 14.

8This periodical was published from September 7,
1811, to September 28, 1849. At first it was called
the Weekly Register; then, Niles' Weekly Register;
and finally, Niles' National Register.
See Norval
Neil Luxon, Niles' Weekl R ister: News Ma azine of
the Nineteenth Century Baton Rouge, La., 1947
9

.

Countryman 19 (December 6, 1864):673.
10 rbid. (August 2, 1864):410.

llibid.
12~war of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the
Official· Records of the Union and Confederate Armies,
70 vols. (Washington, 1880-1901), ser. 1, vol. 38,
pt. 5, 240 (Herinafter cited as OR.)
13John p. Dyer, "Fight in' -:;oe" Wheeler ( Baton
Rouge, 1941), 180.
14OR, ser. 1, vol. 38, pt. 1, 75.
15 rbid, pt. 2, 926; Dyer, 184-85.
16-0R, ser. 2, vol. 38, 3, 953.
17 rbid., pt. 2, 927; pt. 1, 76.
18 Ibid. pt. 2, 929.

209

19Countryman 19 (August 2, 1864):419.
20ibid.
2libid.
22After fording Murder Creek, most of the troops
that escaped from the fighting near Hillsboro on July
31 moved towards Madison, leaving Eatonton on their
right.
But Major William L. Buck of the Eighth
Michigan Cavalry went on with seventy men of his
regiment through Eatonton and gurned the depot. OR,
ser. 1, vol. 38, pp. 2, 929.
23
Turner was incorrect in thinking that all of
Stoneman' s troops surrendered, but he was evident! y
correct
in thinking that some of those who
surrendered escaped later, for Colonel Horace Capron
of the Fourteenth Illinois Cavalry wrote: "I moved
rapidly on, struck the Eatonton road and moved toward
Eatonton, the enemy still pursuing me. • • • After
going some seven or eight miles, several detachments
of General Stoneman' s coomand, who had escaped and
followed our course, came up, drove off the enemy,
and relieved my rear." Ibid. 927-28.
24
-Countryman 19 (August 2, 1864):419.
25
Ibid. August 9, 1864):427.
26
Ibid.
27
Ibid. (August 23, 1864):458.
28
Ibid.:459.
29 Ibid. (August 30, 1864):470.
30-.
.
E. Merton Cou1 ter, Georgia:
A Short History
(Chapel Hill, N. C., 1947), 339-40.

210

31 william T. Sherman, Marching Through Georgia:
William T. Sherman's Personal Narrative of His March
Through Georgia, Mills Lane, ed. (New York, 1978),
144-45, 147.
32OR, ser. 1, vol. 44, 66.
33 Elizabeth Turner had married William Reid on
February 2, 1841, but by 1847 Reid had died, leaving
Elizabeth with two young sons, William and Sam.
Turner's Jorunal, February 2, 1841; Countryman 21
(February 13, 1866):20-23.
34Countryman 19 (December 6, 1864):671.
35 Bradley Slaughter was one of Turner's
neighbors.
In 1865 Turner wrote him a number of
letters about some fences and a certain spring to
which both claimed title. Turner's Journal, January
18, March 20, 21, 1865.
36 After leaving Turnwold, Sam Reid crossed the
Oconee at Lawrence's ferry, went on towards Sparta,
journeyed east to Greene, then to Morgan, and thence
home to Jasper County. This was the route taken by
many refugees from Jasper and Putnam counties.
Ibid.:677, 671-72.
37 For the routes taken by the Fourteenth and
Twentieth, Corps see OR, ser. 1, vol. 44, 1636-64,
216, 269-70, 326.
38 Ibid., 270-71, 306, 320.
39 Ibid., 271.
40-Countryman 19 (December 6, 1864):680.
41 At this church a Yankee soldier left a diary.
Under date of October 1 he had written: "I got tew
Yewericksville on the 12 and left on the 14 for
211

columbis and left on the 21 and for cincinaty on the
22 and got tew lewisvill on the 23 and left for
nashville on the 26 and went to murfesburough 27 and
went to schatanugay on the 28 and we started atlanty
and got their on the 30 and was muster in on the 31."
This entry led Turner to conment: "Certainly this is
unparralleled locomotion.
No wonder Sherman boasts
himself a working
Ibid.:676.
42 Ibid.:672. One of the soldiers evinced great

man."

nervousness in regard to Sherman's strategy. At one
point he muttered, "If we ever get out of Georgia at
all. " Ibid. ( December 13, 1864) : 694.
43
Ibid.:690.
44

Ii.I
,i1

Ibid. :698.
45
Ibid. (December 6, 1864):676.
46-The Mrs Hubert referred to here was probably
the mother-in-law of Turner's sister, Frances Hubert.
Turner's mother, Mrs. Lucy Turner, lived on the
adjacent
plantation
at
Turnwold,
the
family
homestead,
which
Turner's
brother,
William
Wilberforce, bought upon the death of his father.
William Wilberforce was in the army in the fall of
1864.
Turner's Journal, February 22, 1853; James
Wood Davidson, The Living Writers of the South (New
York, 1869), 581.
47
Countryman 19(December 6, 1864):672.
48
Ibid., 673.
49 Ibid., 20(January 10, 1865), 10.

49Ibid., 673.
49 Ibid., 20(January 10, 1865), 10.
50 Ibid., 2l(February 13, 186) :20-23; (February
20, 1866):27.
51 Turner to James P. Harrison, June 13, 1867,
Turner to Joseph E. Brown, March 11, 1867 , both
letters copied in Turner's Journal under the
respective dates.
52Auth ors
I
'
'
'
h Mrs. Dennis
' T. Turner,
interview
wit
Milledgeville, Georgia, May 1956; Putnam County,
Georgia, Record of Wills, Book C, 109-10.
On his
deathbed Turner made an oral will, which three
witnesses later recorded. This will gives the date
of his death as February 29, 1868.
Mr. Huff is the head emeritus of the Department
of English and Philosophy at Georgia Southern
College.
The Georgia Historical Quarterly
Vol. LXXII, No. 2, Summer 1988.

50 Ibid., 2l(February 13, 186) :20-23; (February
20, 1866) :27.

212

213

John Harper III was one of thousands of regular

John Harper I I I

soldiers who participated in a critical rroment in our

(1762 - 1834)

nation's history.

Revolutionary war Soldier
father

before him,

John Harper III

distance,

Yorktown.

in those days.

all

of

Hill.
his

Cornwallis

troops,

about

then

8,000,

at

began.
October 19, 1781, the last major battle in
Cornwallis
War for Independence was over.

On

he cast his fate with the forces which would bring

the
surrendered

He was nineteen when he joined Sharps Company,

Malvern

Lafayette surrounded him, and the seige

Virginia, near Harpers Ferry, he remained there until
independence to the colonies.

his

entire

army

at

assuring this nation's independence.

Yorktown,

thus

The redcoats

10th Regiment as a private, on June 4, 1781, to serve

gave up their arms and · then marched back to camp

exactly one year.

between lines of American and French victors while a

suffered

greatly

Soldiers of the Continental Army
from a

lack of

food,

clothing,

medical care, and, often, poor leadership as well.

military band played "The World Turned Upside Down."
What a thrilling rroment for these young Americans,

states that he served under Lafayette and was present

and John Harper was there.
There are research notes in the Johnston County

at

Library

An

inscription on the grave stone of Harper

the

surrender

Therefore,

he

Lafayette

was

may
known

of

the

have
to

British

fared
have

at

better
paid

for

Yorktown.
than

some.

necessary

clothing and essentials for his soldiers out of his
own

funds.

He was a charismatic leader and his

troops were eager to follow.

..i..1:.:.

to

concentrated

Born in the Back Creek District of Berkeley County,

I·

retreat

traveled several states and rroved his family a great
which was no small feat

1781, Lafayette was

defeated at Greenspring, Virginia, and made a rapid

By Pat Peele Darley

Like his

On July 6,

there

in
was

Smithfield,

N.C.,

which indicate that

disagreement

arrong

the

whether to support the colonists or the Crown.

as

to

There

was no source listed for this information, however,
and I could find none.

If true, that may account for

the fact that he did not return to Harpers Ferry to
live after the war.
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Harpers
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John and Anna first built a typical settler's

While in Stanton, Virginia, John married Ann
(Anna) Covington, and it was here that his son, John

home,

IV, was born in 1803.

children:

It is unknown exactly when the

and it was here that they raised their six
remains

Edna, and

family made the long journey to North Carolina, but

Ann.

it was sometime between 1803 and 1808, the year when

evidence a few years ago: however, a recent walking

he purchased land in Johnston County.

tour of the property, with a guide at Bentonville,

The route taken from Virginia to North Carolina

The

John, Susanna, May, Absolom,

of this small house were

revealed that it no longer exists.

in

The park service

probably followed the first national

"post-route"

was convinced to build a "recreation area" of swings

which

to

and picnic tables, and, apparent! y, the old chimney

went

Georgia.

from

Wiscasset,

Maine,

Sunbury,

Smithfield Station, in Johnston County, was

on this route.

The distance posted there was 999

and foundation were removed.

The guide said that he

was certain that it was not anywhere on the property.

miles to Maine, 514 miles to Georgia, and 475 miles

So

to the postal headquarters in Philadelphia. It became

site"!
Once located on the Harper property was a log

a well-traveled north-south route.
Settling in the lower part of Johnston County,

much for historic preservation on this "historic

cabin

which

housed

Mill

Creek Christian

Church.

John Harper purchased some 200 acres on the south

According to A History of Mill Creek Church, this was

side of Mill Creek from Rodman Douglas.

In those

the oldest church in Johnston County, being organized

stage coach road from Fayetteville to

in 1793, which was a few years prior to Harper's

days,

the

Raleigh crossed the coach road from Smithfield to New

arrival in the area.

Bern at the corner of the Harper property.

sources as "charter members, " but this appears to be

Many large property owners in that time had
their

own mill,

school,

slaves, and post office.

church,

incorrect.

The Harpers are listed in some

Nevertheless, the Harper family was to

blacksmith shop,

become a vital part of the life of this church for

"Harpers," as the area was

the next one hundred years.
A son of John and Anna would develop, in 1845,

known, was to become such an estate.

the first public school system in the county.
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Thus,

the contributions of the Harpers in this cormnunity

In memory of

continued.
Today, this plantation has its place in history

JOHN HARPER
Son of

as the site of the last major battle of the Civil

JOHN HARPER

War.

Fought on March 19-23, 1865, the battle matched

General Sherman against the Confederate forces of
General Joseph Johnston, with great casual ties on
both sides.

The new,

larger Harper House, built

about 1855, was used as a hospital by the Union and,
after the battle, by the Confederates.

This story is

told in the next section of this narrative.
Of the four daughters and two sons recorded as
children

of

John

and Anna Harper,

apparently, the favorite.

John

IV was,

He received, through his

Born in 1762, of Scotch
parentage near Harpers Ferry,
Va., after whose father the place
took its name
Served in Revolutionary War
under Lafayette. Was at surrender
of British at Yorktown
Died in N.C~ in 1834
Full of the HOly Spirit and
of faith.
Sources
Census of 1783, Berkeley County, Virginia

father's will, at the death of his mother, all of the

Census of 1810, Berkeley County, Virginia

property,

Census of 1810, Jefferson County, Virginia

plus a cow and calf, a feather bed, and

furniture.

"other possessions," after the death of

Anna, were to be sold and divided among the other
five children.

However,

it is known that Absalorn

lived on his father's property most, if not all, of
his life.
The grave marker of John III is one of the most
interesting

in the Harper Cemetery at Bentonville

Historic Site:
218

Census of 1810, Johnston County, North Carolina.
Deed Book E-2, p. 368-369, Johnston County
Courthouse, Smithfield, N.C., Land purchased in
1808.
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219

John Harper IV
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Morison, Samuel Eliot, The Oxford History of the
American People, Oxford Univ. Press, 1965, New
York. pp. 261-265.
Research Notes on the Harper House at Bentonville
Historic Site: also on file at Johnston County
Public Library, Smithfield, N.C.
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of Bentonville
(1803-1897)
By Pat Peele Darley

At

the tender age of 17,

daughter of James Woodard,
would

later

cause

her

Amy

Ann Woodward,

made a decision which

to be memorialized in a
Her marriage, in 1838, to

national historic site.
John Harper of Bentonville, who, at 35, was twice her

age, resulted in a union which lasted more than 59
years.

Together,

caught

between

they found their home and farm

the forces of General Sherman and

General Johnston during the final, bloody battle in
Bentonville, North carolina, at the end of the Civil
War.

It was here that their heroic attention to the

wounded

and

dying

during

that

battle

has

been

preserved.
This John Harper, whom I have numbered IV for
clarity,

was

brought to the Bentonville area of

Johnston County, North Carolina, when he was a very
young child.

Born in Staunton, Virginia, in 1803, he

made the long trip, probably by stage coach, with his
parents, John and Anna.
followed,
220

at

least

part
221

This long journey possibly
of

the

way,

the

first

national post-route which went from Maine to Georgia,
with Smithfield Station a stop en route.
His father purchased land in Johnston County, on
the south side of Mill Creek, on the Fayetteville
Road (also described as the road that leads from the

wl

ferry on the Neuse River to Smith's Ferry on the Cape
Fear) in 1808.
It was on this estate that John IV spent all but
the final three months of his life. He and Arrrf Ann
moved into the present Harper House near Bentonville
after it was completed, about 1855.
Farming large acreage, Harper raised a variety
of products.
500
60
60
50
2
$10

The 1860 census lists the following:

bushels Indian corn
bushels peas & beans
bushels sweet potatoes
lbs butter
tons of hay
orchard fruit

3
6
1
15
12
50

horses
milk cows
working ox
sheep
cattle
swine

A slave cabin was listed as a possession, along with

Martin had enlisted in the Confederate Army in

1865.

1861 , at agae 16, and Caroline had married and was
away from the home. John (V) was living about a mile
away from the old homeplace.
The Harper family, of course, knew of Sherman's
destruction as he marched through Georgia and South
Carolina.

They also were aware of the trenches which

the Confederates had dug nearby, anticipating the
stand against Sherman.

They simply had no place to

go, being caught between the two armies.
the

battlefield

was

a

wooded

The site of

area

south

of

Bentonville and covered a portion of the Harper
Estate. The Union army comnandeered the Harper House
for use as a hospital, which was behind Federal lines
at the time.

Later, after the battle, Confederate

toops also used the house as a hospital.
During the three days of March 19-21, 1865, a
raging

battle

ensued,

exposing the Harper family

first-hand to the horrors of war.

three slaves: a male, age 21; a female, age 37; and a

and

45

female, age 19, who was handicapped.
'Alny Ann and John Harper had nine children:

battlefield

Some 500 Federal

Confederate soldiers were treated at the

Harper House in three days.
site

shows

A personal tour of the
miles

of

grass-covered

Caroline, John James, Martha, Martin, Henry, Marion,

trenches which are still identifiable throughout the

Mary, Paschal, and Jasper.

area.

Possibly six of these

were at home at the outbreak of the battle of March
222
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Program coordinator, John Goode, was kind enough
to give me a personal tour of the grounds and allow
me to read notes and letters in the files in the
Based upon research, he described the
museum.

severely wounded, left in the care of the
There were no surgeons or physicians to

soldiers,

Harpers.
treat them: the Harpers, their neighbors, and their
children nursed their wounds and gave them comfort.

setting on those tragic days as one which resembled
what we know as a modern-day "MASH" unit, where

ManY of the wounded died and were buried in a nearby .
Others recovered and returned to their
cemetery.

horse-drawn wagons would have brought the wounded to

homes.

the front yard and left them outside to be examined.
Those with operable wounds were brought inside
the front room, which was John Harper's study, for
treatment.
and

placed

Doors had been removed from their hinges
across

operating table.

large

barrels

to

provide

an

Ether, chloroform, morphine, and

opium were available.

The major surgical treatment

seems to have been amputation.
Col. William Hamilton, of the 9th Ohio Cavalry,
described in his notes a tragic scene at Bentonville:
A dozen surgeons and attendants in their shirt
sleeves stood at rude benches cutting off arms
and legs and throwing them out of the window
where they lay scattered on the grass.
It was under these conditions that John and Arrrj
Ann Harper helped adminsiter aid to the wounded.
After the battle was over and the victorious Union
Army

had

moved

on,

there
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were

45

Confederate

On

the occasion of John Harper's death in 1897,

a friend wrote in the County Union, Dunn, N. C.:
What a sublime scene that must have been
to see that aged couple kneeling in the
silent watches of the night on the dying
couches of their heroes wiping the death
damp from their palid brows, receiving
from their quivering lips the last message
to the loved ones at home, and pointing the
dying warrior to the feet of the Savior whom
they so trusted themselves. Surely no
battlefield ever had two greater heroes than
this aged couple, husband and wife •••
A Confederate

Memorial

was

erected

by

the

Goldsboro Rifles on March 10, 1895, at the historic
site

in

Bentonville

to

soldiers who died there.

honor

those

Confederate

The remains of some 360

soldiers were gathered from their burial places in
the fields and reburied in the square marked by this
monument.
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It is on this monument of white marble, fifteen

!

II

The first church, a

feet high, that the names of the Confdereate soldiers

log cabin, was located on the Harper Estate, and is

who

said to be the oldest church of any faith in the

died

there

are

inscribed,

along

with

the

following tribute to John and Amy Ann Harper:
TWENTY-THREE OF
THOSE BURIED HERE
HAD THEIR LAST HOURS
SCXJrHED BY THE
LOVING CARE OF
JOHN HARPER AND
HIS NOBLE WIFE
AMY ANN HARPER

Ill

county.

In 1846, Harper donated one and one-half

acres of land and the log church to James Lee, Sr.,
Thomas Ward, and Joel Joyner, Jr., who were Trustees
of Mill Creek Church.

This gift was "for and in

consideration

advancement

of

the

of

religious

instruction and for the sole use and benefit of the

After the Civil War was over, the Harpers put

church at Mill Creek. 11
A new two-story church was built on the site, to

their lives back together, repaired the damage to the

replace the small log church which had been used for

interior of their home (although they were unable to

almost fifty years.

scrub away all evidence of the blood-soaked floors),

held at Mill Creek in 1848.
Church was a family during these years:

and lived there for thirty-two more years.

ll!II

Church was organized in 1793.

The State Annual Meeting was
John IV

During his years in North Carolina, John Harper

served as a delegate to church conferences for many

IV served as a justi ve of the peace, a member of the

years; daughter Martha married N. B. Hood, minister

old Court of pleas and quarter sessions of Johnston

at

County,

superintendent of the first

and

captain of the militia

(whichhe had

resigned prior to the battle of March 1865).

Mill

church,

Creek
in

1872,

Church;
with

daughter

Mary

was

the

Sunday School at the

fifty members;

son Jasper

John and Amy Ann were among the earliest members

served as Sunday School superintendent in 1874; Dr.

of Mill Creek Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

Henry D. Harper became the first president of the

They are often named as

II

but that

Disciples State Sunday School Convention; and son

is obviously an error,

since the first Mill Creek

John James Harper was minister of the church in 1904.
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charter members,

11
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The church also served as a corrmunity center for
social, as well as religious, activities. Mill Creek
Church was the site of the Community Fair held each
year to display handmade crafts, preserved foods and
produce.
In addition to his interest in promoting church
life in the corrmunity, John Harper was also
interested in education, co-founding the first public
school system in the county.
To further this
worthwhile project, in 1845, he deeded one and
one-half acres, south of Mill Creek, to Elias

s.

Jones and Joey Joyner, Jr. , committeemen for school
district number 34, " ••• for and in consideration of
the utility and advantage arising from the conmon
school system in the advancement and education of the
children who may reside in said district."

His son,

John James Harper, was to continue promoting
religious education years later when he co-founded
Atlantic Christian College in Wilson, North Carolina.
The elderly Harpers lived in their home until
they became too feeble to live alone. John, at the
age of 94, and Amy Ann moved to be near their son and
daughter in Dunn, N. C.
Harper lived only a few
months after this move.
He was buried in the family
cemetery in Bentonville, beside his ancestors.
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Among the many tributes written on the occasion
of his death, these appeared in the local newspapers:
• • • No deserving person ever went empty handed
from his door, for his charity like his relition
embraced the whole world. Not until the stormy
day of our late Civil War was it known of waht
material this quiet unassuming man was made.
Beneath that placid exterior there beat as brave
a heart as ever pulsated in a human breast.
When danger and oppression threatened the State
he loved so well, the borders of North Carolina
contained no son more loyal, nor no citizen more
fearless than he.
The County Union
June 30, 1897
• • • He had been a deacon in the Christian
(Disciples) Church for 54 years.
He was
prepared to leave.
His last words were
descripotive of a wearyu soul entering the gates
of Paradise, "Halleluiah! Glory! How Beautiful!.
• • Truly it may be said that a good man has
gone from our midst.
He was a good citizen,
ever accorrmodating and never refusing charity to
the poor.
The
Smithfield
Herald,
June 24, 1897
Amy Ann Harper lived only three years after the
death of her husband.

She died at the home of her

daughter, Mrs. N. B. Hood, in Dunn, N. C.

She, too,

was buried on the grounds of her home in Bentonville.
In part, her obituary reads:
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Her faith in God had been the source of her
help, comfort and hope as far back as any one
remembers. Hence, she had nothing to do but to
lie down and die in peace, in the hope of a
blessed inunortality.
The Smithfield Herald
November 16, 1900
The

inscription on John's grave reads:

"In

loving remembrance, John Harper, son of John Harper,
Born Feb.
husband,

18, 1803, Died June 10, 1897, A devoted
a

thoughtful

father,

a good neighbor,

a

patriotic citizen, a faithful member and deacon in
the Christian Church at Mill Creek, a true disciple
of Christ.

He was ever ready to extend. • . " ( the

last line is underground).
The inscription on Amy Ann's grave reads:

"In

loving remembrance of Amy Ann Harper, wife of John
Harper,

Daughter of James Woodard,

Born Dec.

16,

1821, Died Nov. 10, 1900, A true friend, a devoted
member of the Christian Church, a disciple in deed
and in truth.

She hath done what she could.

Mother

rests now."
As

I

drove away from the grounds that these

lovely people ihabited over a hundred years ago, I
was deepb inthought as I came to a crossroads which
had a small green directional sign:
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HARPERS 2 Miles.

What the Late •Buck• Scalf Said
About Little Floyd County
By Robert M. Rennick

Henry

P.

"Buck"

Scalf

was

a

retired

Floyd

County, Kentucky newspaperman who, in 1966, published
the

definitive

Valley.

history

of

Kentucky's

Big

Sandy

In my effort to learn about the place names

of the upper end of the valley, I interviewed Mr.
Scalf on May 16, 1971 at his home at the head of Mare
Creek, a Big Sandy tributary, in what he referred to
as "Little Floyd County."
I confessed to Mr. Scalf that I then had only
the vaguest awareness of "Little Floyd County", an
area some ten miles southeast of Prestonsburg, the
Floyd County seat,

and asked him to tell me more

about it. This is what he told me.
In pioneer days, fact about it, Mare Creek was
settled by the early Stratton family out of Virginia,
and one of the very early Stratton settlers was Tandy
R.

Stratton

[Mr.

Scalf' s

great grandfather].

He

owned about 1000 acres of land on Mare Creek.

At

that time Mare Creek was in Floyd County.
and 21,

But in 18

when they created Pike County, they ran a
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straight line from the present Boldman to the present

the cartographers begin to make topographic sheets of

post office of Thomas on Johns Creek.

And that Pike

this

County line bisected • • • Mare Creek.

It threw its

upper end [including Stratton's farm] in Pike County.
Pikeville [the new Pike County seat] was then
just a little cabin town of a few homes.

I

I

I

never dreamed that an act of the Legislature relating
to

Crittenden

County

would

have

any
So

possible
the top

connection with Floyd or Pike County.
sheet doesn't show this in Floyd County; it shows it
in

heart of the world, you know, because it was just
1
more population, a better town.
And he wanted to

determinations on it and they've always held it's in

stay

in

Legislature--he
1

they

great grandfather thought that Prestonsburg was the

still

11 1

And my

country and they researched the lines,

Floyd
had

County.
a

County.

But

there's

several

judicial

he

got

the

Floyd County.
Actually, nobody paid any attention to what had

[James]

in

the

occurred

And

brother

Pike

[in

the

Legislature]

until

the

coal

Legislature and he got him to pass a bill in 1845

companies and all begin ~o survey these lines in here

cutting his farm off to Floyd County . .

and they found that [Stratton's] farm was way up in

This bill was a three prong act.

They lumped

Pike

County

[0.4

miles

from

the

rest

of

Floyd

three or four little things together to make one act

County].

So you can't go from his farm, where we are

to hurry

now,

Floyd County without going

little

it

act

through the Legislature.
referring

to

Crittenden

One was a

through Pike

And another was some

County because Pike County completely encircles this
farm. 3 At the end of this blacktop and coming up

little old insignificant something in another county.

Mare Creek--that's the regular line that crosses Mare

And then there was an act cutting the farm of Tandy

Creek. That's the first Pike-Floyd County line as

R. Stratton off to Floyd County.

originally

little insignificant something.

County--some

to

And they had all

that in one little three paragraph law.

And they had

to give it a title and it said "An Act Relating to
Crittenden County and For other Purposes. 112 So when
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established.

Then

you

come

on

up

thereabout another half a mile, a big white two story
house,

and

that's

the

beg inning

of

Tandy

R.

Stratton's farm. And on up to the head of this creek
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I

then was--the oldtirners began to call it Little Floyd

corrmissioners--want to get

County.

they can for their county and they assess

Q.

all

the money

about a dozen of us around here and try to

"What's it called now?"

A.

"It's still called Little Floyd County. 114

make us pay taxes to Pike County.

Q.

"Are we actually in Floyd County now?"

won't do it.

A.

"We're in Floyd County, but we're completely

several judicial determinations on it and

encircled by Pike County.

they've always held it's in Floyd County."

instance,

I

States . • . •

5

It's the only

understand,

in

the

at one time.
man,

Some judges (specifically

thinks we're
sells our

A.

land.

In fact about it, Pike

Q.

A.

right

on--almost on the line down there,

right on the edge of Little Floyd.

And I've been paying in Floyd

"When you tell them in Pike County what the

jurisdiction, see.

situation is, what do they say?"

jurisdiction."
"But actually

sometimes some people want
about
234

But

Floyd County."
"What kind of murder case was it?"
"Well, Eugene Maynard killed Taylor Thompson

was

reasonable

And Pike County then

And sometimes Pike County

all the time."

"Well,

both counties

Floyd County Circuit Judge held it was in

County's been selling my land for four or

Q.

bond,

discontinued any efforts to try him.

They called it

in Pike and assesses us and

five years.

under

But we all pay taxes in

'No Man's Land.'
Floyd County.

him

and tried him first.

litigation . . • they got kind of

angry about the situation.

put

And both counties arrested the

trying to try him, and Floyd County jumped

Judge C.B. Wheeler}, in trying to straighten
out--in

There's

"In fact about it, we had a murder case here

United

And it's caused an endless

confusion here.

We pay in Floyd.

And we

it,

but

to be

others--tax

Q.

trying

And they

to determine which county had
So

Floyd County assumed

it had occurred

Floyd?"
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in Little

l /1/I/

A.

"Yeah, it occurred in Little Floyd."

Marthy came up and

Q.

"What did he kill him for?"

they--she ran with them, and Hayes intercepted her

A.

"Oh, it was a drunken brawl.

I don't know

warrant

Q.

"How did it . come out?"

assaulted her.

A.

"The man got five years.
year

and

a

half,

about

the

way

do

from

the ducks and
and she got a

the magistrate court saying that he
Well, he plea that she got a warrant

in Pike County, but, he said,

it happened in Floyd

County,

And, of course, the

Little Floyd County.

now--get a sentence and don't stay no time."

magistrate--he got confused.

Q.

"Why was he given such a light time?"

to adjudicate the case,

A.

"Well,

believe I'll put this case on the "sleepin' docket."'

he was from a prominent family and

And he wasn't competent

and he said 'I' 11 just--!

the fellow he killed was not."

And oldtimers used to say 'it's still sleepin' there

Q.

"When did this take place?"

yet.'"

A.

"About 1936 or 8."

Q.

"What's the sleepin' docket?"

Q.

"And he was tried in Prestonsburg?"

A.

"Sleepin' docket was where we continue the

A.

"Yes, tried in Prestonburg . •

"Oldtimers

used

to

joke

about

case from year to year, not dismiss it or
Little

try it but let it sleep."

Floyd

County because it wasn't very significant in those

Q. "And this took place in Little Floyd County?"

days, just a farming area, so it didn't matter about

A.

"In Little Floyd County."

it being up there.

Q.

"When did this occur?"

An old

A.

"About 1912."

man by the name of Hayes Howell set a hen on some

Q.

"And it's never been resolved?"

duck eggs.

A.

"No,

And the first time it was e ver

drawn to my attention was when I was a child.

Ill

we

took

and took the ducks away from her,

just what."
Stayed about a

forceably

The eggs belonged to a woman by the name

of Marthy Stratton.

And there was a dispute about

the ownership of the ducks after they hatched.

And

it's still sleepin', that case is, I

guess."
Little Floyd is still a 750 acre "island in the
sea of Pike County, as some have called it, whose
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dozen or so families, including Mr. Scalf' s widow,

people then had to make their own furniture and

Norah, continue to live in a kind of "No Man's Land."

tools.

Though the legality of Little Floyd's existence was

here about a mile.

confirmed on several occasions on the grounds that

day he put his axe on his shoulder and walked up

the 1845 act, in effect, had severed it officially

through here a-hunting for a poplar tree that he

from Pike County, officials in Floyd and Pike alike

could cut down and make him a bedstead.

still seem confused about where to put it, much less

down a tree here and took it and made him a bed with

what to do with it.

a turnin'

Residents continue to consider

(Tandy) went to housekeeping down the road

lathe..

And he needed a bedstead.

So one

And he cut

.And he named ( the stream which

themselves Floyd Countians because the road to their

joins Mare Creek where he cut down the tree) Bedstead

homes

Branch.

begins

in

Floyd

County,

but

Pike

County

officials, especially for tax purposes, consider them
Pike Countians.

So does the federal government, it

seems, for the USGS topographical maps still do not
distinguish the area in any way from the surrounding
Pike County.

When it comes to the provision of

services, however, it has been another matter.

For

years Mr. Scalf unsuccessfully sought either county
to build a serviceable road to his home.
Until his death in 1979, Mr. Scalf lived in a
modernized log cabin on a 200 acre section of the
original Stratton family farm which he called "The
Bedstead."

In a later interview (May 28, 1971) he

explained this name too.
"When Tandy R. Stratton settled here in the
early nineteenth century this was primitive country.
238

The stream still runs by the Scalf home at
6
the head of Mare Creek.
Footnotes
1Tandy Stratton's ties to Floyd County and
Prestonsburg were strong for his grandfather, Solomon
Stratton had helped establish Prestonsburg in 1797
and his family had held political office in the
county ever since.
2 .
Actually, brother James, I later learned, was a
former legislator; the Floyd County incumbent who got
the provision included in the "omnibus" bill was its
then state senator, Henry C. Harris. The bill was
entitled "An act establishing additional election
precincts in Harrison and Crittendon Counties, and
for other purposes."
The Stratton part of the Act
(one of the "other purposes") provided that "the
county line between Floyd and Pike Counties be so
changed on Ware Creek (sic) as to include the farm of
Tandy R. Stratton on said creek in Floyd County."
The act was signed by Gov. O.,sley on Feb. 10, 1845.
239

{Acts of the Kentucky General Assembly, 1844-5,
Chapter 254, p. 195).
3The 0.4 miles from Little Floyd to the Floyd
County "mainland" has been called "The Strip." {See
map).
4How long the area has been identified as Little

111[11

Floyd is not known. According to Mr. Scalf, the name
just grew up through long usage though it was
probably first applied facetiously.
5The situation of Highland Park and Hamtramck,
incorporated Michigan cities completely surrounded by
Detroit, is not quite the same as that of Little
Floyd.
They are independent of Detroit, and the
three cities have officially equal ties with Wayne,
their county. Hamtramck and Highland Park have never
claimed to be an integral part of another county.
6
Mr. Scalf, descended from the pioneer Strattons
through his mother, was born on Mare Creek in 1902.
After nearly twenty years as a Floyd and Pike County
school teacher and a fairly long tenure as a
bookkeeper for a Prestonsburg construction company,
he went to work in the news department of the Floyd
County {weekly) Times.
Upon his retirement he
devoted full time to historical and genealogical
research, publishing many pamphlets on local history
and editing, with his wife, the Eastern Kentuckian,
one of the state's major genealogical magazines. His
most significant achievement was the publication in
1966 of Kentucky's Last Frontier, a history of the
Big Sandy Valley of eastern Kentucky.
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Tollantusky
"Principal Chief of the Arkansas Cherokees"
by Guy W. Murphy

Ill

I

I

After the close of the Revolutionary War, the country of the
United States east of the Mississippi River was occupied by numerous Indian tribes. For a number of years, the government had been
trying to induce the Cherokees and other Indian tribes to move west
of the Mississippi River.
President Thomas Jefferson urged the Congress to enact legislation to make appropriate use of the vast territory west of the
Mississippi River, known as the Louisiana Purchase. In March,
1804, the Congress authorized the exchange of lands with those
tribes willing to relocate west of the Mississippi. In spite of
government policy to encourage the removal west, some of the
tribes were reluctant to move and nothing very effective was
accomplished at first. White people in the East continued their
agitation for the removal of the Indians, and President Monroe
added his voice to the agitation, but nothing was undertaken until
Andrew Jackson was elected president. One of the planks ··of his
platform in the presidential campaign was the removal of the
Indians.
In 1808, President Thomas Jefferson suggested to the Cherokee
chief, Tollantusky, and other Chickamaugans that if they did not
care to remain in the same country with their enemy countrymen,
they could remove to the Dardanelle Rock area on the Arkansas.' In
the spring of 1808, Tollantusky, fearing assassination, notified
President Jefferson that a group of his people were ready to
migrate.
In 1809, Tollantusky left Tennessee and removed to Arkansas
because of dissatisfaction caused by the Treaty of 1807, for which
1Tollantusky was a member of a very distinguished and prominent Cherokee
family. He was an uncle of Sequoyah, (George Guess. or Gist) who invented the
Cherokee alphabet. Gist's mother was a sister of Tollantusky and John Jolly.
Tollantusky was also the uncle of Diana Rogers, who was the Cherokee wife of Sam
Houston . Will Rogers. the humorist, was also a distant cousin .
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Doublehead, his brother-in-law, had been killed by another
Cherokee, Major Ridge. 2 Tollantusky headed a party of three
hundred Cherokees including seventy warriors. He was
accompanied by John D. Chisholm, a white member of the tribe,
and by the old and well-known chief, Takatoka. After their arrival
on the Arkansas, a regualar tribal organization was effected, with
Tollantusky as principal chief and Takatoka as War Chief.
Takatoka lived for many years on the Illinois Bayou near present
day Russellville in Pope County, Arkansas. His village was located
about seven miles upstream from the mouth of the lllinois Bayou.
Within a few years there were several thousand Cherokee living in
the vicinty of the White and Arkansas Rivers. It was estimated that
by 1820 nearly one-third of the Cherokee population of 13,000 had
relocated.

·,' . )I
Map: From Charles Royce Indian Land Ses,'lions in the United States,
Shows Tollantusky's Residence in Tennessee.

The capital of the Cherokee Nation West (the Arkansas
Cherokees) was located at Takatoka's village from 1813 to 1824;
from 1824 to 1828, it was at Piney on Piney Creek; from 1828 to 1838
at Tahlonteeskee on the south side and near the mouth of the Illinois
River at what is now Gore, Oklahoma.
2The author has detected thirteen (13) different spellings of Tollantusky viz.
Tallantusky, Tahlonteeskee, Tolluntusky. The name has been variously translated ,
"He Throws Him Down", "The Overthrower", "Upsetter", "Fallum Fosho".
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According to William Frazier, who arrived at Cadron in the
fall of 1810 with his parents, there was trouble threatened by the
Indians against the white people. There were three leading men or
chiefs among the Indians. The council was divided: some were for
driving the white men away.and some were for protecting them.:i
To settle the difficulty, the oldest chief proposed that the
contending parties, headed by their respective leaders. should form
lines in favor and against an attack upon the whites - mostly
McEJmurray's people. 4 The old chief "Fallum Fusho," (Tollantusky) took his position in favor of peace and a large majority
followed him and thus the blood of the pioneers was spared and they
were allowed to reamin without further trouble.
Colonel Alexander McFarland and his family settled at Cadron
in 1808. They had lived in Tywapity bottom, New Madrid County.
Missouri, from 1803 until the spring of 1805, and 640 acres of land
were later granted to McFarland's representatives on the strength
of that claim:5
In the summer of 1812, McFarland headed a party of traders,
among them John Lemons, who went from Cadron to the upper Red
River to trade with the Indians for horses and mules. Before they
left Cadron, the Cherokee chief, Tollantusky, gave Colonel
McFarland some trading materials, presumably planning to share
in the proceeds of the trade.
The trading party tried to avoid the hostile Osage Indians but
while McFarland was alone in camp, a band of Osages came in,
murdered him, and plundered the camp. This was August 13th ata
location "near the Wichita villages"... "within twenty miles of the
Pawnee Nation."
When news of the tragedy reached Cad ron, Toll an tusky set out
to find the murderers and retrieve his stolen trading materials. In
October, at the mouth of the Verdigris River, his search ended. The
Osages had gathered there to trade and among them was the band
of murders, triumphantly bearing their loot. William Ingles,
Robert Kuykendall and Benjamin Murphey, who were there as
traders, witnessed the meeting between the Cherokee chief and the
Osages. Among the possessions of the Osages, Tollantusky
recognized two short swords and some other items that he had given
to McFarland. Ingles, who apparently spoke both the Cherokee and
lWrekly Arkan.~a,R Gazette, July 17, 1884, p. 3, col. 3,
•John McElmurray was one of the earliest settlers at Cadron. He and his family
settled there before 1810. According to Nuttall. he was an agent for Frerlrick
Notrebe. the merchant and trader of Arkansas Post.
5
Margaret Ross, "Squattel"!I Rights". P,1/irnki County Historirnl R,·1•i1•11-. Vol. IV.
Dec .. 1956.

244

Osage languages, acted as interpreter, and through him
Tollantusky demanded and got his property, as well as a full
confession of the crime that they had killed McFarland. In 1813
Lydia McFarland, the widow, filed a claim with the government for
the loss of her husband and his property. In 1814 a deposition was
given by John Lemons who had accompanied McFarland.
Depositions were also given by Ingles, Kuydendall and Murphey.
Long before his removal to the Arkansas country, Tollantusky
was a recognized leader among the eastern Cherokees. Tollantusky
participated in numerous councils and treaty signings on behalf of
the Cherokees. He is listed at Holston River in July, 1791; at Tellico
in October, 1798; at Tellico in October, 1804; at Tellico in October,
1805; and at Calhoun, Tennessee in July, 1817. Tennessee Governor
Joseph McMinn was so impressed with Tollantusky that he once
observed in a Jetter to the Secretary of War, John C. Calhoun, "I
hazard nothing that he is considered in the light of a king among his
people." His position of leadership required a great deal of travel.
The records document many of his extensive travels.
In early 1792, John Watts accompanied by Tollantusky and
some others visited William Panton, a wealthy Scot merchant at
Pensacola. Panton was a Tory; he fled Georgia after his property
had been confiscated and destroyed. At Pensacola they were also
joined by the Spanish Governor, O'Neal. They were assured that
neither English nor Spaniards ever coveted their hunting grounds
but that the settlers were continually encroaching upon them. 6
They were given presents plus arms and ammunition and
encouraged to make war against the various white settlements.
At a Council held at Tellico Blockhouse in October, 1794,
Tollantusky is recorded as being present with other chiefs
including Bloody Fellow, Bear at Home, Thick Legs, Broom, Little
Turkey, John Watts, Glass, Pathkiller and Stallion.
Tollantusky, Doublehead and Vann led a delegation to
Washington January 7, 1806, when they ceded to the U.S. their land
between the Duck and the Tennessee Rivers.
In early 1815, Tollantusky with John D. Chisholm, headed a
delegation of chiefs who went to St. Louis to lay their grievances
before Governor William Clark. He also went to St. Louis in the
winter of 1817-1818, with other chief to confer with Governor
Clark. Tollantusky went again to Tennessee in the spring of 1817. A
treaty dated July 8, 1817, entered into at the Cherokee Agency,
6
Panton's efforts were well directed since Tollantusky and most other Cherokees
sided with the British during the Revolution. See ,James. Marquis. The Ra,•1•11, A
Biography of Sam Ho11.~ton, Page 93.
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Calhoun, Tennessee, near where Dayton is located, was attended by
Tollantusky, Black Fox, Sanawney, Waterminer, Kiame and
Thomas Graves of the Arkansas Cherokee.
Tollantusky with a number of warriors and statesmen headed a
delegation to Washington, D. C. arriving there on February 5, 1818
to see President James Monroe. He was accompanied on this trip by
Sam Houston who presented
the delegation to Secretary of
War John C. Calhoun.
President Monroe told Tollantusky and the Cherokees that
were still living east of the
Mississippi that he thought
they should all move to the
Arkansas pursuant to the
Treaty of 1817. He said that it
was his wish that they should
have no limits to the west.
"Treaty Session" - Illustration by Tollantusky had long been an
advocate for an outlet to the
Charles B. Wilson.
great hunting ranges in the
west. He was at Brainerd,
Tennessee in the spring of 1818 and while there he requested the
Treasurer of the American Board of Commissions for Foreign
Missions, Jeremiah Evarts, Esq., to send a: mission to his people in
Arkansas. 7

Tollantusky probably died about November 1, 1818, after his
return from a visit to St. Louis. There appears to be some conflict as
to the exactdateofthedeathofTollantusky.8 In "James' Expedition
to the Rocky Mountians," page 273, it is reported that Tollantusky
died in 1817. Nuttall in his journal in 1819 speaks of "the late
principal chief, Tollantusky."
According to Grant Foreman
in his "Indians and Pioneers"
i·•
Tollantusky
was dead by 1823.
·f: ....... .,
After Tollantusky's death,
he was succeeded by his
brother, John J oily, as
principal chief.9
It is thought by some
historians that Tollantusky
may be buried at the confluence of the Illinois River
and the Arkansas River near
Gore, Oklahoma, which was
once the Cherokee capital. The
state of Oklahoma has seen fit
to construct a replica of the
Cherokee Court buildings at
Tahlonteeskee (named for the
Cherokee Chief), which served
Chief John Jolly (Ooloo-tee-skee) by George
Catlin about 1835. (The author has searched as the Cherokee capital from
diligently for a copy of a sketch or painting of
1828 to 1838. The hiking trail
Tollantusky hut with no success.
~I ·-.:·, ..

~. \_t

in the Cadron Settlement Park is designated The Tollantusky Trail
in honor of the distinguished Cherokee Chief.
According to Dr. Robert Markman, who wrote his doctor's
dissertation on the Arkansas Cherokee, Tollantusky while in
Tennessee had accepted gifts from U. S. Government Indian
Agents, and committed other indiscretions, but while he was leader
of the Arkansas Cherokees was a "master diplomat, conscious of the
needs of the Arkansas branch and respected by the western
immigrants."

Dwight Mission, from a drawing made in 1824 by Rev. A.
Hitchcock - Courtesy of Arkansas History Commission.
7 Washburn, Reminiscences, p. 40. Dwight Mission was established in 1820 by
two missionaries, Cephas Washurn and Alfred Finney, who had been sent by the
American Board. It was located near the mouth of the Illinois Bayou near the present
day Russellville. Dwight was the first school established in the Arkansas Territory.
Later, in 1829, when the Cherokees were moved to Oklahoma, another Dwight
Mission was established in eastern Oklahoma on Sallisaw Creek.
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•Several years after Tollantusky's death, Sam Houston wrote anonymous
articles in the Arkansas Gazett.e signed "Tollantusky". First article appeared June
22, 1830.
1John Jolly, uOo-loo-te-ka'"'He-Puts-The-Drum-Away", was a full blood brother
to Tollantusky. He was born about 1765 being several years younger than
Tollantusky. He died December, 1838. After Jolly's death the tribal leadership
passed to Captain John Rogers, a half-brother of Diana Rogers the Cherokee wife of
Sam Houston.
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THE LCJmEE

The

present

day

Lumbee

are

descended

from

aboriginal Indian tribes largely Cheraw and related
siouan people who were known to have inhabited the
area of what is now Robeson County, North Carolina
since the eighteenth century.
of

North

In 1753, the governor

carolina identified the area where

present-day Lumbee live as ".
Indians."

the

.a Frontier to the

A 1771 newspaper article makes reference

to the Cheraw settlement near Drowning Creek, now
known as the Lumbee River.

Since European contact,

the Lumbee have resided around and along Drowning
Creek.
The Lumbee have a history of aggressive tribal
leadership.

Since the Civil War, the Lurrt>ee have had

leaders who were able to articulate important tribal
issues and who could draw upon large constituencies
for support.

Foremost among these leaders was Henry

Berry Lowrie who
Civil War.
North

With a tradition of independence, the

Carolina

legislation

led tribal uprisings during the
legislature

that

established

in

1919

an

Indian

enacted
School

committee, also known as the "Blood Committee" with
legal

jurisdiction

to

hear

individual members of the tribe.
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cases

brought

by

In 1885,

North Carolina recognized the Lumbee

federal status to the Lurnbee for federal services.

and established a separate Indian school system for

The bill, however, withholds services to Lurnbee until

the education of Indians.

such time as funds are appropriated by the Congress

separate

school

The act also established

conmittees

to

determine

student

to serve the tribe.

Opponents to the bill argue that

eligibility for enrollment and granted the conmittees

the

go

the authority to hire Indian teachers.

Two years

process instead of seeking corrective legislation.

the State established the Indian

In a recent opinion, however, the Associate Solicitor

Normal School for the training of Indian teachers.

advised the Bureau of Indian Affairs that they had no

This institution is known today as Pembroke State

authority to administratively recognize the Lurnbee

University and is one of the sixteen institutions

due to the 1956 Lumbee Act.

that make up the North Carolina University System.

Lurnbee,

later,

in 1887,

The

Lurnbee

continuously

sought

federal

recognition for more than one hundred years.

Since

Lurnbee

should

through

the

administrative

In addition to the

the Interior has found eight other tribes

ineligible for administrative recognition because of
termination era legislation.

In all instances in the

the first petition to the United States Congress in

past where a tribe was ineligible for administrative

1888, there have been at least six bills introduced

recognition,

to federally recognize the Lurnbee.

recognition legislation similar to the Lurnbee bill.

The Department of

Congress

has

Corrective

reports in 1912, 1913, and 1934.

A federal Indian

ineligibility of the. Lurnbee for the administrative

agent in 1912 reported that "a large majority of the

process in order to effect federal acknowledgement of

Lurnbee

the Lurnbee.

least

three-fourths

Indian blood."

Congress acknowledged the Lurnbee but denied federal
services

in

the

1956 Lurnbee Act

consistent with

In

May

1989,

H.R.

2335

and

S.

901

were

introduced to amend the 1956 Lurnbee Act to grant
250

essential

given

the

The Lurnbee are supported in their efforts for
federal acknowledgement by many tries, as well as the
oldest

termination policies of this era.

is

comprehensive

Interior acknowledged the Lumbee in three detailed

had at

legislation

enacted

national

Indian organization,

Congress of American Indians,

the National

of which the Lurnbee

have been members since the early 1970's.
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The

Lumbee

currently

have

39,000

enrolled

members, 90% of whom live in Robeson and adjoining
counties in North Carolina.
The Lumbee are the
largest
country.

non-federally

recognized

tribe

in

the

Tribal members are actively involved with

Indian policy, education, and legal issues through
Indian country.

Related Materials in Statesboro
Regional Library
United Native Instruction to Youth: An Indian
Studies Curriculum for Grades K-5 and 8-9.
Campfires: Legends and Tales of the Eastern Indians.
North carolina Native American Resources.
Historical and Contemporary Indian Leaders of
Robeson County.
Indians of North Carolina
Indian Families (for Kindergarten)
How the Indians Lived (for First Grade)
Indian Customs (for Second Grade)
Community and Government (for Third Grade)
North Carolina's Indian Heritage (for Fourth
and Fifth Grades)
An Indian Studies Skills Text (for Eighth
and Ninth Grades)
The Lumbee Methodists: Getting to Know Them.
Folk History.
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A

TUSCARORA

GOOD TO BE AN INDIAN, PROUD AND FREE
(Video Tape Text)
1HELUMBEE
Tradition la that the ancaton of the Robcson County Indiana moved from their former
coastal homes to the Black River Area of Nonh Carolina in the vicinity of present-day Sampson
County, the home of the Coharie. While the aact date of their migration from the Black River
in Sampson County to the Lumber River in Robeson County is uncertain, oral tradition
indicates that they settled in Robeson County prior to the Tuscarora War, probably around
1650.
Until 1888, the Lumbcc lived with vinually no recognition outside their local communities
other than being known as a group or Indians. Hamilton MacMillan, a local historian and state
legislator, published a pamphlet which defended the linkage of the Lost Colony and the Indians
living in Robeson County. Realizing that the Hatteras Indians occupied Croatan and assuming
that the colonists were befriended by the Hatteras Indians of Croatan, McMillan succeeded in
getting the Nonh Carolina Legislature to designate the Indians in Robeson County as Croatan
Indians. Among the first colonists to settle on Roanoke Island, there were 116 who remained
when Governor White returned to England in 1587. There were 95 surnames among the
colonists and Hamilton MacMillan recorded 41 of the original surnames which existed among
the Indians living in Robeson County. In addition to having English names, the Indians spoke a
pure Old English. The speech patterns were prevalent when the first settlers came into the
1950s.
In 1914, Governor Angus Wilton McLean, from Robeson County, wrote to the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs to conduct an inwstigation into the rights and welfare of the Indians in
Robeson County. The result of his request is known as the McPherson Repon.
There is a tradition among these people at the present time that their ancestors were the
Lost Colony, amalgamated with some tribe of Indians. This tradition is supponed by their looks,
their complexion, color of skin, hair and eyes, by their manner, customs, and habits, and by the
fact that while they arc, in pan, of undoubted Indian origin, they have no Indian names and no
Indian language.
While there is no documented evidence to prove that the Indians in Robeson County and
Southeastern Nonh Carolina are direct dcsccndents of the Lost Colony, the circumstantial
evidence of their names, speech and European culture suppon the theory.
The Indians of Robeson County have sought a name for themselves beyond the efforts of
Hamilton MacMillan. By the 1900s the name Croatan had become a label of disdain and one
with derogatory connotation, and in 1913, they were designated by the State Legislature as
Cherokee Indians of Robeson County. This name was retained until 1953, at which time a local
delegation succeeded in getting the State Legislature to recognize them as Lumbce Indians and a
name which received federal recognition for them by Congress in 1956.
While the Lum bee have no visible Indian culture such as dances or native language, they have
preserved their Indian identity historically and socially.
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Some or the Indians in Robeson County maintain that they are not descendcnts of the Lost
Colony. Many groups of l...owrics, l...octlcrs, and Oxendincs (these names arc not on Whites
roll) have held that they are or Tuscarora origin. Following the Tuscarora Wars in Nonh
Carolina in 1711-1714 many Oed to New York and Canada to join the Iroquois Confederacy and
some were taken captive and sold into slavery. Others remained in Nonh Carolina and became
squatters on the edge of the large plantations. These Indians were known as friendly Tuscarora. It is contended that many Indians escaped and came to Robesons swamp land for
refuge. In 1970 a number or these people formed the Tuscarora Indian Organil.ation for the
advancement of the Tuscarora people and federal recognition. The Tuscarora have over the
years worked to obtain federal aid for their group and build Indian schools. Today they have a
suit against the federal government for lands taken from their ancestors. They contend they
have over 400 documents to verify their Tuscarora lineage.

BUILDING OF INDIAN SCHOOLS
In 1887, the General Assembly enacted legislation to establish a Normal School in Robeson
County call Croatan Norman School. This legislation provided five hundred dollars for the
formal education of Indians in Robeson County if the Indian community could provide a school
building. The Indian people were YCl'}' wary of the legislation. Neither the state nor the federal
government had ever before assumed any responsibility for the welfare of Indians in Robeson
County. As a result of the apprehension, few Indians attended a meeting called by Rev. W.L
Moore to implement the provisions of the law. Rev. Moore experienced great difficulty in
gaining a high level of interest and suppon to raise funds to build the Indian school. Eventually,
he found it necessary to contribute two hundred dollan of his personal funds toward the building
of the first Indian school in Robeson County.
The first college building, a two-story building, was opened in the fall or 1887 with an
enrollment of fifteen students. This was the first state supponed school of any type for the
Robeson County Indians. From this very small beginning until today, Pembroke State University
has emerged. The Croatan Normal School continued to operate as the only institution for the
education for the Croatans. The first graduate was D.F. Lowrcry in 1912. The first principal was
W.L Moore. William Luther Moore had completed four years of Normal School before moving
to Robeson County. He was both principal and teacher, a position he filled for the next three
years. The first years of the Croatan Normal School continued to be one struggle and frustration. In 1911, because the name Croatan had become a label of disdain, the General A'5Cmbly
changed the name to Indians or Robeson County and the name of the school to Indian
Normal School of Robeson County. This name solved nothing and pleased no one. The
Indians wanted a more clearly identifiable name for themselves, and in 1913 the legislature
renamed them the Cherokee Indians of Robeson County. The name of the school again was
changed. This time it was called Olcrokee Indian Normal School or Robeson County. This
name was kept for twenty-eight ycan.
years.
In 1921, the legislature appropriated S7S,OOO for a new building. This structure was completed
in 1923, and became Old Main, the oldest building on the present campus of Pembroke State
University. In 1924, the high school was accredited by the State Board or F.ducation. The
elementary grades being taught were discontinued. The Board of Trustees were placed under
the control of the Governor, where it remains today based on an act by the legislature.
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HENRY BERRY LOWRIE: INDIAN HERO
One of the most widely acclaimed legends among the Indiana of Robeson County is the
account of Henry Deny Lowrie. This legend is based on the life of this individual who did, in
fact, live in Robeson County during the period of Reconstruction. He has long been held in
esteem by Indian people. He wu born in Robeson County in 1838, and al the age of twenty-five,
he and a band of followers spearheaded a ten-year thrust for justice for the Indians in Robeson
County.
Although the Lumbee were not banished from their lands during the Indian Removal of the
1830s, those Indians living in Robeson and adjoining rountries were subject lo abuse and
misuse.
Henry Deny Lowrie Is important in Robeson County history because he fought for justice and
equality for Indians in Robeson.
Henry Deny Lowrie symbolius the hope and aspirations of all Indian people and their
struggle for suivival from the past to their struggles for the future. He has been acclaimed the
hero of the Lum bee.

Croa.tan Cemetery Dedication

Fifth native American Indians travelled last
weekend from Robeson County, N. C. to dedicate the
Croatan Indian Memorial Cemetery, June 4, 1989, on
Wiregrass Plantation near Adabelle, Georgia.
The majority of the visitors were descendants of
the Croatan Indians "who settled, lived and died here
some time between the close of the Civil War and the
1920s."
The Croatan Indians worked in the turpentine
industry.

They lived on Manassas Foy' s land.

He

owned thousands of acres of land, some in the portion
of Bulloch County which is now in Evans County.
Wiregrss Plantation is now owned and operated by
Manassas Foy's grandson, Frank Sirrmons. He and wife
Dottie Durrence Simmons and brother Louis Simmons
welcomed

the

Indian

delegation

to

the

Croatan

preservation area on their plantation, last Sunday.
Three years ago, the project was begun with the
cleaning of the cemetery for the first time in 60
years.

The next year, a fund drive for restoration

was launched, followed by erection of a chain link
fence around the area.

A granite marker was brought

to the site by truck from North Carolina, erected and
dedicated on Sunday, June 4, 1989.
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Heading
Locklear,

the

project were:

Croatan (Ludlee) Indians Continue to Intrigue

Barbara Brayboy-

coordinator, Bruce Barton, historian, and

By Keq> Mabry

the Rev. Welton Lowry, 78 year old retired educator

on Friday, November 9, 1990, there will be 50

and active Baptist pastor who is the winner of five

Lumbee ( Croatan} Indians from Robeson County, N. C. ,

medals in the North Carolina Senior Olympics.

spending the night in Statesboro before proceeding on

Croatans

are

now part of

the

The

60 thousand member

Saturday,

November

Lumbee Tribe in North Carolina, whose ethnic base is

Simmons'

Wiregrass

the Eastern Sioux Tribe.

cleaning the Croatan Indian Cemetery.

Also attending were Mrs. camie Locklear Lowry,
age 89,
Tecumseh
Locklear.

and great,
Cox,

age

10,

1990,

to Frank and Dottie

Plantation in Evans County for

Croatans came down from North Carolina in the

great, great grandson Franklin

1870s to work in the turpentine industry.

18

on Manassas Foy's huge land holdings, part of which

Attending

months,
from

related
the

to Manthy

Bulloch

County

is

now Wiregrass Plantation.

The lived

They had their own

Historical Society were LIFE member Smith Banks and

school

Dr. Kemp Mabry, Society President.

Board of Education until formation of Evans County in
1914.

partially supported by the

Bulloch County

With the decline of the turpentine industry,

they returned to Lumberton and the Lumbee River area
of North Carolina.

The last Croatan left in the

1920s.
The Croatans are now known as Lumbee,
60,000 nationwide.

about

Recent research by Bruce Barton,

Lumbee, has identified many of the Lumbee (Croatans}
who lived in this area.

The tour group includes

about two dozen elderly Lumbee who were born on or
near Wiregrass, including 90 year old Carrmie Locklear
Lowry.
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Barbara
American
N

c.,

Brayboy-Locklear,

cultural

director

of

native

studies of the Robeson County,

Public Schools, will present the Bulloch County

Historical Society with a video tape of the Lumbee
(Croatan) story, "Good to be Indian: Proud and Free. "
Her husband,
American

Horace Locklear is the first native

admitted

Association.
morning.

to

the

North

Carolina

Bar

A worship service will be held Sunday

Most of this contingent are Baptists.

was no evidence of a massacre.

The only clue was the

word Croatan carved on a tree and the letters CRO
carved

in

another place.

Croatans were

Indians

living in the vicinity.
Nearly
wearing

200

European

years

later,

style

clothing

blue-eyed
were

Indians

discovered

living in multi-room houses along the Lumbee River.
They spoke the English of the 1500s!

Even today, a

vestige of Elizabethan speech remains with "thee" and

In 1989, representatives of the Bulloch County

"thou" heard in the Prospect Corrmunity of Robeson

Historical Society travelled to Lumberton, N. C. to

County, N. C., where, incidently, most such speakers

obtain data for future publication, to interview the

are now Methodists.

anthropologist and tour the Lumbee Museum at Pembroke
State College,

and to attend their outdoor drama,

"Strike at the Wind," the saga of their martyr-hero
Henry Berry Lowrie.
The Lumbee are no ordinary Indians.
descent

from

the

band

of

122

They claim

English

They have no chiefs.
an Indian reservation.

They have never lived on
Their form of government is

closer to England than native American Indian.

Of

the family names of the Lost Colony, about 41 survive
among the Lumbee--Sarnpson, Cooper, Dare, and others.
Furthermore, they don't look like other Indians

settlers,
sponsored by Sir Walter Raleigh on Roanoke Island who

I have known or seen at Cherokee or in Oklahoma or in

came

the far west or north central United States.

to

Carolina.

be

known

as

the

Lost

Colony

of

North

On August 18, 1587, Virginia Dare was the

first European child born in North America.

John

Lumbee have a

unique speech inflection.

Many

Barbara

Brayboy-Locklear claims to be able to "spot" a Lumbee

White, their governor, sailed to England and upon his

anywhere in the world!

return in 1591, no . settlers were to be found.

that it is a spiritual bond which unites these people
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There
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She stops short of saying

who have seen great hardship, struggle for identity,
and who continue to strive for full citizenship in
the land of their fathers.
The fate of the Lost Colony and the claims of
the Lumbee (Croatans) continue to intrigue.

One of

the ear 1y players in the outdoor drama on Roanoke
Island,

"The Lost Colony," was Andy Griffith, TV's

Matlock, who portrayed Sir Walter Raleigh.

Spirit
Fran:

•

Words

"Land of the LUii>ee"

By Ba.r:bara Brayboy-Locklear

Index

by

Juli us Ariail

I see the old, old trees:
and for my people
the woods, the river
and often the open fields
are all alive.
I live with them
and in their spirit.
I know how to speak to the land
and how to listen
to what it tells me.
I take no more
than what I need from it,
and keep its secrets to myself
because I know
it will never betray
the heart that loves it.
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Bear At Home (Cherokee Indian
Chief) , 245
Beasley, Minnie Reed, 11
Beasley family, 5
Beazley, Neomy, 89
Beazley, Pheriby, 89
Bell, David, 121
Bell, John, 121
Bellinger, Floyd, 17
Belt, L. Carlton, 121
Bennett, Rebeccah, 89
Bennett, zackriah H., 121
Bentonville, NC, 217-218,
221-222, 225, 228-229
Berkeley county, VA, 214
Bethel Baptist Church, 17
Big Sandy Valley, KY, 231
Bivins, Tom, 30
Blackburn, W. J., 86
Black creek, 59
Black Fox (Cherokee Indian
Chief), 246
Blackman, Floyd, 32
Blackman , Lloyd, 32
Bland, Anne Rigdon, 3
Bland, Catherine Amelia
O'Neal; 3-7
Bland, Charles, 6, 11
Bland, Daniel Edgar, 3-14
Bland, Hiram, 121
Bland family, 5
Bland's switch (railroad
junction), 48
Blitch, Brantley, 11
Blitch, Dan, 8
Blitch, James, 11
Bloody Fellow (Cherokee Indian
Chief), 245
Bloys, GA, 1
Blunt, Sary, 89
Bonnel, Daniel, 114
Bonnell, Martha, 38
Bonnell creek, 84-86
Bonnett, Mary Ann, 88
Bowen, Eleazer, 80
Bowen, Elisha w., 121
Boyer, Bill, 167
Brannen, E., 94
Brannen, Elizabeth, 89
Brannen, Grover, 11
Brannen, John F ., 61
Brannen, Rastus, 11
Brannen, William, 88
Brayboy-Locklear, Barbara,
257, 260-261
Brinson Methodist Church, 100

A

Aaron station, GA, 80
Adabelle, GA, 257
Adams, Charles D. c., 176
Agriculture, 8, 24-26, 66-67
Akins, Francis, 88
Akins, James, 121
Akins, Lewiss., 121
Akins, Mary, 89
Akins, Solomon, 121
Albany, NY, 123
Albreacht, Henry, 173
Alderman, Chesley, 121
Alderman family, 5
Alderman (physician at Sam,
GA), 69
Allen, Andrew J., 121
Allen, Elijah A., 121
Allen, William w. , 190
Altamaha River, 135
Anderson , Troy, 11
Antioch Baptist Church, 24
Appling county, GA, 33
l\rcola, GA, 61
Armstrong, Hilly, 89
Arnett, Vera, 11
Asbury , Francis, 99
Ash, J . H. , 112
Ash , John, 113
Ashley, Bessie Hae Cone, 31
Atlanta, GA, 183, 185-186,
191-192, 196
Augusta, GA, 43, 185, 196
Automobiles, 17, 68-69, 73, 75
Averitt, Jack, 10
Aycock , Jesse, 88
Ayer, William, 135, 139-140
B

Baldwin county, GA, 204
Banks, P . C. , 94
Banks , Smith, 257
Banks creek Primitive Baptist
Church, 94
Baptist Church, 8, 17, 21, 24,
29-30, 33, 41, 45, 59, 83,
89-91, 103-113
Barbour, Eleanor, 43
Barnes, Green B., 121
Bartnes , Ebenezer, 121
Barton, Bruce, 258
Batchelor, Jesse T., 187-188
Bates, Issachar, 126-127
Bath, George w. , 121
Bay Gall c reek, 86
Beale, Charles L ., 45
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Campbell, William, 16
carpenter, Joe, 161
Carr, James o ., 35
Castillo, Patrick, 121
Caswell, James, 115
catholic Church, 34, 83
Cattlet, Nelson, 162
central of Georgia Railroad,
110
Charleston, sc, 43, 96, 171
Charlton county, GA, 101
Cherokee Indians, 242-247
Chester, Pennelopy , 89
Chester county, PA, 34
Chipman, Edwin, 172
Chisholm, John D. , 243, 245
Christmas savings club, 19
Civil war, 43, 85, 93, 110,
172-173, 218
Battle of Atlanta, 43,
183-185, 191-192
Battle of Bentonville, NC,
218, 221-224
Battle of Kennesaw Mountain,
44
care of wounded soldiers,
224-225
Confederate veterans, 43, 56
March to the Sea, 85,
110-111, 180-208, 223
Reconstruction period, 76,
174, 207
rosters of Confederate
soldiers, 121-122
Sherman's operations in
South Carolina, 173
Clark, R. T., 145
Clark, William, 245
Clinton, GA, 186, 192
Clito, GA, 1
Cobb, Howell, 186
Cobbtown, GA, 78-79
Cobrin, Samuel, 44
Coleman, Leodel, 7
Colleton, Lord, 170
Colleton county, sc, 169-170
Colson's Branch, 114-115
Cone, Agnes, 30
Cone, Agnes Donaldson, 23
Cone, Amos, 31
Cone, Brooks, 31
Cone, Eldridge, 23-32
Cone, Enoch, 23-24, 29, 31
cone, Erma, 31
cone, Fred, 31
cone, George, 23

Brogdon , Fred, 101
Brooklet, GA, 11, 16-19, 21
Broom (Cherokee Indian Chief),
245
Broward Junior College, 31
Brown, Bob, 32
Brown, Elaine, 32
Brown, James, 122
Brown, Ha c k, 30
Brown, Martha, 89
Br~wn, William D., 121
Brown, Willie, 32
Brunswick, GA, 139
Bryan, T . R . , 16, 20-21
Bryan county, GA, 84
Bulloch Circuit (Methodist
Church), 101
Bulloch County, GA
lands in st . Phillips
Parish, 84
pioneer families, 5, 84
post offices, 57-75
schools, 18-20, 23-24, 27,
70, 72, 75, 80-81
Bulloch county Board of
Education, 28
Bulloch county Humane society,
7

Bulloch Herald, 10
Bulloch Times, 20
Burbridge, John w., 172
Burch, Joel, 121
Burke Circuit (Methodist
Church), 96-97, 99
Burke county, GA, 96
Burnsed, John, 121
Burnsed, William, 121
Butler, R. R., 17

C
Calhoun, John c., 245-246
Callahan, Thomas, 121
Calvin, John, 91
Camden county, GA, 140
camp, Winnifred Lee, 45
Campbell, Archibald, 172
Campbell, George, 20
Campbell, George Franklin,
16-22
Campbell, Henry, 18-19
Campbell, Ida Jane Fore, 16,
20-21
Campbell , John, 68
Campbell, Lillian, 16
Campbell, R . P . , 28
Campbell , R. w., 17
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cone, Gordon, 31
Cone, Sarah, 23
Cone, Sula, 23
Cone, William, 103, 104.106
Cone, William James, 31
Connelly, John B., 121
conner, James, 105, 107
Cook, James, 104-105
Cooper family, 261
Cornwallis, Charles, 215
Cotton gins, 51-52
Council, Arto, 11
countryman, 180-182, 191, 193,
200, 205-208
Couper, James Hamilton,
136-137
covington, GA, 183, 185, 187
Cowart, Zachariah, 88
cox, Franklin Tecumseh, 257
cox, Willie, 11
Crawford, John, 97
Creecy, McCalls, 89
Cribbs, Gilbert, 94
Crittenden county, KY, 232-233
croatan Indian Memorial
cemetery, 257
croatan Indians, 254
croatan Normal School, 255
Cromartie, Walter, 21
Cromley, c. s., 21
Cromley, W. c., 21
Crosby, Allen L., 121
Crosby, Clifton o., 176
Crow, John, 145
Crumpler, Deans, 11
Cumberland County, NC, 36
Cuyler Junction, GA, 47
D

Dare, Virginia, 260
Dare family, 261
Darien, GA, 136
Daughters of the American
Revolution, 85
Daughtry, Mary, 38
David, c. Proctor, 122
Davidson, Francis H., 186
Davis, Jim, 98
Davis, Tim, 98
Davis, w. A . , 121
Deal, Curtis, 72
Deal, George, 46
Deal, John, 121
Decatur, GA , 184, 192
Decatur county, GA, 100
DeLoach , Bill H., 48

Denham, GA, 187-188, 200-201,
203
Denmark, M. H., 122
Denmark, Thomas, 121
Derby, Patrick, 88
Dickerson, Ira, 121
Dickerson, Nelson, 79-80
Dickson, Allen, 38, 41
Dickson, Elizabeth, 38
Dickson, John, 38
Dickson, Michael, 36, 115
Dickson, Robert, 33, 35-37,
39-40
Dickson, Robert (son of Robert
and Susannah), 38
Dickson, Sarah, 38
Dickson, Susannah (daughter of
Robert and Susannah), 38
Dickson, Susannah Jones,
36-37, 40-41
Dickson, William, 35-36
Disciples of Christ Church,
217, 225
Dixon, Lester, 33
Dixon family, 33-42
Donaldson, Agnes Parrish, 23
Donaldson, George, 11
Donaldson, Gordon, 11
Donaldson, Handy, 23
Donaldson, James, 11
Donaldson, Margit, 89
Donaldson, Matthew, 94
Donaldson, Robert, 88, 103
Doublehead, 245
Douglas, Nancy, 89
Douglas, Rodman, 216
Dow, Lorenzo, 99-100
Downing, Elizabeth, 134-135,
139-140, 145
Dromore, Ireland, 35
Dublin, GA, 79
Dugger, George, 113
Dun, Sary, 89
Dunham, James, 83
Dunn, NC, 228
Duplin County, NC, 33-36
Dutton, John w., 121
Dutton, H., 94
E
Eakin, Aleck, 203
Eason, Michael, 121
Eatonton, GA, 181-182,
184-188, 191-192, 194,
196, 208
Ebenezer, GA, 84, 114
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Ebenezer Church, 36
Edenfield, Susan, 113
Edenfield, Vernon, 113
Edmisin, Agnes, 88
Edward water College, 31
Effingham County, GA, 35, 37,
40, 114-115
Eirick, Adam, 59
Elam Church, 109
Ellis, Henry, 83
Ellis , Julia, 26
Emmett Station, GA, 187
Emory University, 180
Erwin , Henry K., 100
Eureka, GA, 101
Evans County, GA, 257
Evarts, Jeremiah, 246
Everitt, Ivy, 11
F

Faircloth, Eldred, 88
Faircloth, Unity, 89
Farrow, Jeremiah, 121
Fayetteville, GA, 186
Fayetteville, NC, 216
Fellowship Baptist Church,
59-60, 62
Finch, J. C . , 85
Finch, Oliver, 85
Finch, w . s., 85
Finch's Old Hill, 85
Fisticuffs, 78-80
Fleeton, Elizabeth, 89
Fleeton, John, 88
Fletcher, Hartin v., 121
Floyd county, KY, 231-238
Fly, GA, 1
Foley, Julia, 135, 139-140
Ford, Isaac, 115
Ford, Stephen, 115
Fort Valley state College, 31
Foy, Manassas, 257, 259
Franklin, Clyde, 10
Franklin, Jewel, 72
Fraser, Alexander, 154
Fraysse, John A., 172
Frazier, William, 244
Freston, C. B., 178
Fulcher, Robert, 121
Futch , Gertrude, 11

George III (King of England),
84
Georgia Southern University
Botanical Garden, 6, 9
as First District
Agricultural and
Mechanical School, 4-6,
10-12, 15
class roll for 1908, 10-11
as Georgia southern College,
3, 5-6, 31
Georgia southern University
Foundation, 6, 9
as Georgia Teachers College,
10
as south Georgia Teachers
College, 8-9
Gibson, Allen J., 121
Gill, John T., 121
Gilmore, w. H., 18
Ginn, Hallon, 88
Glass (Cherokee Indian Chief),
245
Glenn, Joshua Nicols, 99
Glover, Gladys Campbell, 16
Goode, John, 224
Goodman, David, 88
Gordon, GA, 186-187, 192
Goulds, William, 121
Graham, Dugal, 88
Graham, Flory, 89
Graham, Hugh, 103, 105
Graham, Robert L., 45
Grant, A. T., 21
Graves, Thomas, 246
Graves County, KY, 200
Great Awakening, 124
Green, John, 30
Greene, Nathaniel, 44
Greene county, GA, 184
Green Pond, Walterboro and
Branchville Railroad,
174-175
Greensboro, GA, 188
Greenspring, VA, 215
Griffin, GA, 187
Griffith, Andy, 262
Griner, James, 93
Griner, Philip, 88
H

Hagan, Alice, 45
Hagan, James, 121
Hagan, William A., 121
Hagins, R. I., 19
Hamilton, William, 224

G

Garrard, Kenner, 183, 185
Geary, John w., 198
George-Anne, 10
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Hancock County, GA, 189
Hardwicke, GA, 83
Hargis, Thomas, 151, 153, 155,
161-162
Harper, Absalom, 217-218
Harper, Amy Ann, 222, 224-225,
229-230
Harper, Ann, 217
Harper, Anna covington,
216-218, 221
Harper, Arto, 12
Harper, Caroline, 222-223
Harper, Edna, 217
Harper, Henry, 222
Harper, Henry D., 227
Harper, Jasper, 222, 227
Harper, John III, 214-218,
221, 227
Harper, John IV, 216-218,
221-230
Harper, John James, 222-223,
227-228
Harper, Marion, 222
Harper, Martha, 222, 227
Harper, Hartin, 222-223
Harper, Mary, 222, 227
Harper, Hay, 217
Harper, Paschal, 222
Harper, Susanna, 217
Harpers Ferry, WV, 214-215
Harris, Joel Chandler, 182
Hart, Ann, 89
Hart, David, 88
Hart, Faraba, 89
Harville, Samuel, 122
Hatton, Frank, 61
Hendley, Steve, 18-19
Hendrick, J. Walter, 10
Hendricks, John, 44
Hendricks, Mary, 44
Hendricks, Susan, 38
Hendrix, B . J., 94
Hendrix, David, 121
Hendrix, J. T., 86
Hendrix. J. Walter, 12
Hendrix, James, 121
Hendrix, James W., 121
Hendrix, John, 10
Hendrix, M. R., 86
Hendrix, Mary, 88-89
Hendrix, Nina, 12
Hendrix, Patrick H., 121
Hendrix, R. R., 86
Hendrix, Sary, 89
Hendrix, T. B., 86
Hendrix, T. H., 86

268

Hendrix, Wiley, 94
Hendrix, Willey, 89
Hepzibah Primitive Baptist
Association, 95
Hickory Valley, SC, 171
Highway 21 (Georgia), 37
Highway 275 (Georgia), 37
Hillsboro, GA, 186-187, 189
Hodges, Asbury w., 44
Hodges, Benjamin, 96, 122
Hodges, Catherine, 97
Hodges, Claudia Jernigan, 46
Hodges, F. c., 102
Hodges, Harmon Alderman, 45
Hodges, Henry Raiford, 46
Hodges, Jimmy, 55-56
Hodges, John Wesley, 46
Hodges, Joseph, 96-97
Hodges, Josh, 102
Hodges, Joshua, 44, 96-97,
101, 115-116
Hodges, Lawrence, 113
Hodges, Mary Ann, 46
Hodges, Nathaniel, 96, 98, 102
Hodges, Ophelia, 101-102
Hodges, Ruth Hendricks, 44
Hodges, Virginia Lanier, 46
Hodges, Wade, 101-102
Hodges, Wade Peyton, 100
Hollingsworth, John, 38
Holloway, James, 122
Holloway family, 5
Hood, John Bell, 185, 192
Hood, N. B., 227, 229
Hooker, Paul K., 178
Hostau, Czechoslovakia, 151
Houston, Sam, 246
Howell, Hayes, 236
Hubert, A.H., 26
Hubert, B. F., 191, 203
Hubert, Benjamin F., 24-25
Hughes, James H., 121
Hughes, Robert B., 121
Hull, Hope, 96-97, 99-100
Hunter, William, 107
Hurley, David, 88
Hurley, Lydia, 89
Hutchinson Longstreet (school
in Stilson), 18
I

Indians, 242-247, 249-256,
259-263
Indian Springs, GA, 193, 195
Ingles, William, 244-245
Interstate 16, 79

Jordon, Hannah, 89
Joyner, Joel, 227
Joyner, Joey, 228

Interstate 95, 169
Ireland, 36, 43
Irie, GA, 58, 61-64
Irie Post Office, 59-62
Ivanhoe, GA, 61, 63
Izard, Allen c., 174

K

J

Jackson, Andrew, 242
Jackson, Bertha Campbell, 16
Jackson, Catharine, 118-119
Jackson, GA, 192-193
Jackson, George, 111
Jackson, Jarvis, 97, 100, 116,
120
Jackson, Jim, 18
Jackson, Joannah, 116
Jackson, Joseph, 97, 114-120
Jackson, Josiah, 115
Jackson, Ruby cone, 31
Jackson, Sarah, 111
Jacksonborough, sc, 171
Jackson's Branch, 115
Jackson's Hill, 115-116
James, Charles, 88
James, William, 17, 19, 28
Jasper county, GA, 189, 192,
195
Jefferson, Thomas, 242
Jernigan, Willie, 45
Jerusalem Lutheran Church, 36
Jimps, GA, 1
John H. Moore Road, 26
Johnson, Aaron, 30
Johnson, Grover, 11
Johnson, Jack, 18-19, 21
Johnson, Rowan, 122
Johnston, Grady, 11
Johnston, Joseph, 200, 218,
221
Johnston County, NC, 216-217,
221-222, 225
Jolly, John, 247
Jones, Civil, 89
Jones, Elias s., 228
Jones, Elizabeth, 89
Jones, Francis, 36, 41
Jones, George, 30
Jones, Hubert, 11
Jones, James M., 21
Jones, Matthew, 114
Jones, William L., 122
Jonesboro, GA, 192
Jones Mill Branch, 36-37,
40-41
Jordon, F. J., 100
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Kearse, C. Stacy, 177
Kendrick, Lucius, 45
Kennedy, Ely, 119
Kennedy, Fred, 11
Kennedy, Hubert, 11
Kennedy, John, 113
Kennedy, Raleigh, 10-11
Kent, w. D., 30
Kerby, William, 88
Kiame (Cherokee Indian Chief),
246
Kicklighter, George, 12
King, Gordon C., 100
King, Nancy, 89
Kirby, Darrell D., 178
Kirby, Elender, 89
Knight, Thomas, 121
Kroll, Wolfgang, 157-159, 163
Kuykendall, Robert, 244-245
L

Lafayette, Marquis de, 214-215
Land Lottery of 1827, 44
Lane, Thomas, 115
Lanier, A. B., 108-109
Lanier, Benjamin, 114
Lanier, Bird, 38
Lanier, Debbie, 65
Lanier, Fannie, 45
Lanier, Hannah, 38
Lanier, Jerry, 122
Lanier, Joshua, 101
Lattimore, Ed, 17-18
Lawton, John, 28
Lawton, L. H., 30
Lee, Ann, 123-124, 126
Lee, James, 227
Lee, Sarah Agnes Cone, 31
Legare, J. D., 135
Lemons, JOhn, 245
Lemons, John, 244
Lessing, Karen, 159
Lessing, Rudolpf, 163
Lessing, Rudolph, 153, 155-16~
Lester, Daniel, 88
Lester, Hugh, 11
Levy, Bernhard, 175
Lewis, Elizabeth, 89
Lewis, Joseph, 88
Lewis, P. M., 122
Liberty county, GA, 4-5

Lincoln county, NC, 34-35
Linear, Ann, 89
Linear, Tom, 88
Lipizzaner horses, 151-154,
156-157, 160, 162-163,
166-168
Little, William, 188
Little Bethel Baptist Church,
21
Little Bethel church (school
in Brooklet), 18
Little Ogeechee Baptist
Church, 103-113
Little Turkey (Cherokee Indian
Chief), 245
Lively, Hark, 11
Livens, John, 121
Locklear, Horace, 260
Locklear, Hanthy, 257
Lockler Family, 255
Lost Colony, 254-255, 260
Lotts Creek, 81
Lotts Creek Primitive Baptist
Church, 95
Louisville, GA, 99, 107
Louisville Road , 107
Lovejoy's station, GA, 186
Lovette, Ida J. Campbell, 17
Lower Canoochee Primitive
Baptist Association, 95
Lowrie, Henry Berry, 249, 256,
260
Lowrie Family, 255
Lowry, Camie Locklear, 257
Lowry, Cammie Locklear, 259
Lowry, Welton, 258
Lucas, John, 107
Lumbee Indians, 249-263
Lumberton, NC, 34
Lykes, John, 154
Lynn, Wilmuth, 94
Lyons, Annie, 45

H
Mabry, Kemp, 257
McC all, Elizabeth, 89
McCall, Sary, 89
Mc Call, Seletee, 89
McCarthy, Louise, 142
Mcclendo n, Fred D., 100
McCook, Edward, 186
McDonnel, Elizabeth, 89
McDonough, GA, 186, 192
McDougald, John, 11
HcElmurray, John, 244
McElvien, William, 122
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McFarland, Alexander, 244
McFarland, Lydia, 245
McKinnon, L . T., 140
McLean, Angus Wilton, 254
MacMillan, Hamilton, 254
McMinn, Joseph, 245
HcNemar, Richard, 127
Macon, GA, 110, 186, 192-193,
195-196, 204, 207
Madison, GA, 184-185, 187,
189, 198
Hail order catalogs, 68
Malaria, 170-171
Mallard, Jack, 94
Malvern Hill, VA, 215
Manchester, England, 123
Marshall, Stephen B., 187
Hartin, Curtiss., 122
Martin, G. w., 122
Hartin, John I . , 122
Hartin, H. H., 28
Harvin Methodist Church, 101
Masons, 18
Mathews, Philip, 97
Matthews, Phelby, 88
Maynard, Eugene, 235-236
Meacham, John, 126-127
Meazele, Luke, 88
Heazels, Susanna, 89
Mercer, James, 122
Merrill, Griffin, 116
Herry Dale Plantation, 181
Meteor showers, 80
Methodist Church, 45, 93,
96-101, 116
Metter, GA, 79
Hical, Barnet, 88
Hickel, Jane, 89
Hiley, Robert R., 176
Mill Creek Christian Church,
217, 225-228, 230
Milledgeville, GA, 111, 187,
200, 204
Hiller, Archibald, 88
Hiller, Benjamin, 88
Hiller, Clifford, 56
Hiller, Frank, 11
Miller, Jamimah, 89
Hiller, Mary, 89
Hills, Mary, 89
Hiney, Augustua, 122
Missionary Baptist Church, 18
Mitchell, Naughton, 11
Hizel, Jesse, 88
Mizell, Griffin, 97, 100
Mizell, Luke, 41

Mizelle, "Granny Measle," 43
Mizell family, 101
Hock, Pat, 72
Monk, Hark, 89
Honk family, 5
Monroe, James, 242, 246
Monticello, GA, 186-187,
192-196
Moore, Ali c e, 55
Moore, Augustus, 43
Moore, Cynthia, 45, 56
Moore, Hardy, 48
Moore, Hardy H. , 44-45
Moore, Hardy Hunter, 43
Moore, James, 10
Moore, John H., 26
Moore, John Hardy, 45
Moore, John L., 43
Moore, Laura, 45
Moore, Melissa, 45, 56
Moore, Ralph, 48
Moore, Ralph E . , 50
Moore, Remer Thomas, 45, 55
Moore, Ruth Hendricks, 45
Moore, Sallie, 45
Moore, Seaborn, 43
Moore, Thomas, 43
Moore, Tom, 11
Moore, Virgil, 43
Moore, Virgin Asbury Stuart,
45, 55
Moore, William, 43
Moore, William Luther, 255
Moore, William Morgan, 45, 48
Moore family, 43-56
Horris, Arthur, 10
Mt. Zion Methodist Church, 100
Ht Pleasant, GA, 83
Mud Road, 59, 63
Mulligan, N. G., 201
Mullins, sc, 16
Munlin, Aaron, 93-94
Munlin, Lucinda, 94
Murphey, Benjamin, 244-245
Murphy, Michael, 122
Hurray, Amelia, 136
Hurray, P.H., 175
Music, 53

Nevils creek Baptist Church,
41
Nevils Creek Primitive Baptist
Church, 83-95
New Bern, NC, 216
New Hope Methodist Church, 100
New Sandridge Community, GA,
18
Newsome, Mamie, 11
Newton, A. R., 86
Newton, Frank, 85
Newton, Louis D., 8-9
Newton, Hoses A., 66
Newton, Samuel, 106
Niles' National Register, 183
Niskeyuna, NY, 123
Northern Ireland, 34-35
0

Ocmulgee River, 193-195
Oconee River, 187, 198
Ogeechee River, 36, 83-84, 96,
103, 114, 116
Okarma, Owen, 56
old River Road, 84, 116
Oliver, GA, 104, 110
Olliff, Joannah, 118, 120
Olliff, John, 85, 119
Olliff, John Shears, 116, 120
Olliff, Josie, 11
Olliff, Susannah, 119
Olliff Bay school, 86
O'Neal, Alice Lillian, 4
O'Neal, Catherine Amelia. See
Bland, Catherine O'Nea-1~
O'Neal, Charles Bates, 4
O'Neal, Edwin Magnus, 4
O'Neal, John Edwin, 4
O'Neal, Ralph Stebbins, 4
O'Neal family genealogy, 4
O'Neal (Spanish governor of
Florida), 245
O'Neil family, 5
Osage Indians, 244
Ossabaw Island, 83
Ott, David, 178
Oxendine Family, 255
p

Padhajsky, Alois, 167-168
Panton, William, 245
Parker, Sara, 11
Parker, Sary, 89
Parker, William, 88
Parrish, Cleveland, 70, 72
Parrish, Isiah, 122

N
Nease, T . I., 98
Nellwood, GA, 16, 18
Nessmith, Paul, 65
Nevil, John, 84-85
Neville, Cuyler, 122
Nevils creek, 84-85
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Parrish family, 5
Pathkiller (Cherokee Indian
Chief), 245
Patrick, Ferreby , 89
Patterson, GA, 33
Patton, George, 154, 160, 166
Peavy, Robert, 38
Pembroke State University,
250, 255
Penn, William, 44
Pennsylvania, 44
Perry, Viola, 10
Philadelphia, PA, 216
Phillips, Henry A . , 121
Pierce County, GA, 33
Pike county, KY, 231-235,
237-238
Pilgrim Missionary Baptist
Association, 18
Plantation, 182
Pocahontas, 201
Pope, A . R . , 19
Portal, GA, 23-24, 28-29, 56
Post offices, 171-178, 181,
184, 187, 216
Powell, E . w. , 94
Presbyterian church, 34-35
Prestonburg, KY, 231-232, 236
Pretorius Station (school), 18
Price, Budd George, 178
Pridgen, Mitchell, 122
Prigian , Hilly, 89
Prigian , Sarah, 89
Primitive Baptist Church, 4,
59 , 83-95
Proctor, GA, 58, 61-62, 64
Proctor, Henry J., 59, 61
Proctor, James c., 122
Proctor, John A., 122
Proctor, William A., 122
Proctor Post Office, 59-62
Prodden (Postmaster), 194
Prudden, Nathan, 195
Prudden, s . c . , 184, 195
Pughsley, Fred, 17
Putnam county, GA, 180, 187,
190-191
Q

Quakers, 12 3
Quinlivan, Bill, 162
R

Radios , 8
Raiford, Ann , 44
Railroads, 17, 47-48, 62-63,
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174
Raleigh, NC, 216
Raleigh, Walter, 260, 262
Reed, Charles H., 152-155,
158, 163, 166
Reid, Elizabeth, 192
Reid, Sam, 197
Revolutionary war, 38-39 , 44 ,
84, 96, 115, 214-215, 242
Siege of Savannah, 44
Rice, 170
Richardson, Richard, 122
Ridge, Major, 243
Rigdon, D. L., 85
Rigdon, Dan, 11
Rigdon, Daniel R. , 122
Rigdon, James, 11
Rigdon, Wiley, 122
Rigdon, William, 122
Rigdon family, 5
Riggs, Herbert, 18
Riggs, Stephen, 122
Rincon, GA, 37
Rivers, Clem, 19, 21
Rockingham County, NC, 43
Rocky Ford Road, 85
Rogers, Peter, 94
Rosenwald School, 28, 30
Rowan, F . H. , 12
Rowe, Randolph, 122
Rudofsky, Colonel , 153-154,
157, 160
Rural Free Delivery, 63, 67,
177
Rushing, John, 11,114,122
Rushing, Lanie, 11
Rushing, William, 114

s

st . John's Baptist Chapel,
109, 113
St . Mary Methodist Episcopal
church (school in
Brooklet), 19
St. Matthews Parish, GA,
35-37, 39-40
St. Phillips Parish, 83
Salzburgers, 84
Sam, GA, 65-66, 68-69, 75
Sam Post Office, 58, 66, 68,
73, 75
Sampson family, 261
sanawney (Cherokee Indian
Chief), 246
sanders, J. H . , 94
Sapp, Felicia, 65

savannah, GA , 17, 79 , 82 , 107 ,
111, 135 , 171
savannah and Statesboro
Railroad, 17 , 48, 63
savannah Horning News, 24
savannah River, 37
savannah State College
as Georgia Industrial
Co llege, 2 4
as Georgia state College, 31
Sc alf , Henry P., 231, 238
Scalf, Norah, 238
Scarboro, Rhemur, 122
Scarboro , Shadra c h, 122
Scarboro Gr o ve Baptist Church,
29-30, 32
Schiffer, J o sephine, 12
Schulze, General, 159-161
Scott , Alexander , 86
Scott's Monthly , 208
Screven county, GA , 35 , 37-38,
41 , 43
Seaboard Ai rline Railroad,
47-48
Shakers , 123-146
Shepherd, William, 114
Sherman, T. w. , 200-201
Sherman, William T . , 173, 185,
204, 2 0 7, 218, 221, 223
Sherwood Railroad, 17
Shriners, 7 2
Sills, W. R., 85
Simmons , Do ttie, 259
Simmons, Do ttie Durrence, 257
Simmons, Frank, 257 , 259
Simmons, Lo nnie , 18
Simmons, Lo uis, 257
Simmons, Paul , 11
Simpkin, Hat, 30
Slater, Jesse , 88
Slater , Rob~t B . , 122
Slater , Sary, 89
Slaughter , Bradley, 196-197,
202
Slavery , 82, 93, 106, 109,
117 , 1 20 , 181
Slingerland, J o seph, 133-134,
139-140, 145
Smith , Cluise , 65
Smith, Elma, 11
Smith, H. W. B . , 19
Smith , J . L., 94
Smith, John, 200-201
Smith, Valarie Campbell , 16
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